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Commentary... 


My summer season afloat opened on 
Memorial Day Weekend (how conformist 
can one get?) with an outing on the waters 
of New Hampshire's Lake Winnipesaukee 
‘Xs an unanticipated sidebar toa granddaugh 
ters wedding, a ride forthe pasty of 12 had 
been offered in 4 26° SeaRay Sundeck out 
of Meredith in the northwest commer of New 
England’ largest lake Yep, the editor of this 
obscure small boat publication was out there 
faking a trip on the dark side! This photo 
from the maker's website. illustrates ou 
experience that's fan and back therein the 
Stern se 


T dunno where that term “dark sie,” 
a5 applied to power boats, comes from, bit 
Thear it from tie to time from aging sl 
for who have gone over to big power boats 
(Grawler yachts seem to be favored) when 
they no longer Felt they could handle the ath 
lec component of sailing Ie certainly is di 


ferent rom sail or human powered boat, but 
“dark” perhaps only tothe purist believers ia 
natural proplsion. 

“The Sea Ray Sundeck at 26 is “big” 
powerboat from my" perspective, with is 
80np UO V-8 rumbling away down there 
beneath the richly upholstered rear seat on 
which Jane and I satBebind us a swim deck 
Stuck out beyond the wansom. Up fronton the 
“sun deck ahead of the windsiels, accessed 
through a doorwindsbild section that sun 
Snes were seated the more adventurous al 
dozen Keen to get the wind and spray (even & 
bitof solid waier) in thet faces 

The skipper slood at his console on 
the starboard Side (despite avery comfort 
table looking swiveling bucket 20 
fable and, once beyond the "No Wake 
booted the big V-8 and got us up ont a plane 
(Gespitepethaps close to 4 ton of human 
‘eight aboard) to hasten across open Mere 
Ath Bay tothe fr sie fora closer Took atthe 


Bob Hicks, Editor 


wooded shoreline lied with multimillion 
dolla summer homes. We then trundled at 
no wake speed (Srp into naero channels 
separate tld frm the Stonedamn 
Island Natural Area, tiny fragment of what 
the shoreline once bad been before the urban 
Population of southern New England disco. 
ted this large (for smal sale New England. 
Shyway) beauful body of water 

‘As this was only a short hour or so look 
about (never getting out into the “Broads” 
ofthe main lake). we so0n retumed. across 
the bay to Meredith. By nos, even this early 
in the season, a dozen of s0-deep-V power 
boats were criss crossing the bay erating the 
Wakes that would soon tum the placid eaely 
Imoming surface of the bay info a conf 
Son of muliple intersecting wakes and the 
pouring had already begun, Already it bore 
ho resemblance to that miro surface in the 
photo. Our skipper fate told me that come 
fumimer’s huge inerease in the umber of 
boats speeding off in all directions, leaving 
deep trenches walled with spreading wakes 
behind them, he wouldnt even go out there 
alter early moming 

This was when my long standing lack 
of enthusiasm for power boating Was real: 
Timed. Early pre Boating years" outings oh 
my dad's 19° Century inboard on 
Skee with our young fami 
Sh ie across eich Bay 38°C 
Fett with tin bhp 110s af mph, barely 
touching’ the tops of the ‘swells (and no 
pounding aa) dia't hook me 

(Of perhaps. some. pas 
some of you, hee are the Speci 
ticular boat 
Overall Length: 2 
Beam: 8°6" 
Draft Stem Drive Down: 41” 
Draft Stem Dave Up: 24° 
Day Weigh: 6.667 bs 
ual Capacity: 69 gal 
Water Capacity: 20 gl 
Holding Tank Optional: 18 gal 
Deadsise: 19° 

‘You might wonder what this sort of boat 
can cost to make it Your very vn? T was Bot 
0 presumptuous as to ask out host what he 
paid for is boating fun, but did go online to 
ce what the market for this Searay 26 Sun 
deck was ike T found a 2016 foF $94,000 
fnd several 2012-13 models offered in the 
‘mid $60,000 range. Good thing did't step 
Ashore with a newfound list fo have one of 
iny very own! 


On the Cover... 


‘The Panama Canal, what a venue for a small boat race! Reader Phil Stewart recalls his 
glory days” as a Boy Scout living in the Canal Zone in the early “60s with many of his photos 
of that wonderful time in his lif, beginning on page 10. 


From the Journals 
of Constant 


Waterman 


By Matthew Goldman, 
Constantwaterman.com 


‘The moon was green and the sea was yellow as Captain Salty 
‘Whiskahs and I cast off our lines and gentled MoonWind out of her slip 
‘and motored out to the sound. 

“Salty.” sez I, “we must set a course for lobstah rolls 
‘and milkshakes.” 

“Avast, ye lubbah,” sez Salty. "Doan MoonWind know her way to 
Noank by now?” 

“No, where? sez 1 

“That place you can’t drop yer hook in the mud,” sez Salty, 

“Oh, that place.” sez I. “Where boats sleep peacefully at their 
-s,and the lobstahs eat any children what wades in the Cove?” 

‘This is the way me an” Salty Whiskahs converses, but then we 
ain’ but in our fourth or maybe our fifth childhoods. 

If had to write, et alone, think, like this all the time, I'd never 
get anything published whatsoever. And MoonWind most probably 
\wouldn’t allow me aboard. She has her standards, you see. Sparkman 
and Stephens educated their boats before they launched them. 

‘MoonWind and I have a relationship loosely based on syntacti- 
cal divagation. Not that we don't employ impeccable English while 
‘we sail from over there to about here. Aside from sentence fragments, 
which MoonWind deigns to accept, our conversation would satisfy 
Mister Strunk, Mister White, Mister Fowler, and, especially, Uncle 
Noah Webstah. No need to be alarmed by senience fragments. What's 
‘good enough for Walt Kelly is good enough for Moon Wind. 

‘Now that her autobiography has been published, MoonWind feels 
confidence that heretofore eluded her, except for those afternoons she 
chose to bestow her affections on local rocks. She now knows herself 
capable of ridding West Cove of any boulders audacious enough to 
avoid being on the chart. 

‘Bur Salty Whiskahs was right for once in a while. Of course Moon: 
Wind knew her way to Noank. She lived there most of her forty years 
and till spends winters there if can lpi Just point her a a obs 
roll and whisper, "Get “em, Girl!” Nothing Moon Wind prefers to lobstah 
rolls. Especially with potato chips and a view of Mystic Hahbah 


pi 


We'd a sailed up to the pier at Noank Shipyard only the wind 
dled aveay to less than a fiful whisper before we'd even rounded 
the mun outside the hbah mouth. 1 dropped the mainsail into her lazy 
Jacks, doused the genny, and started the motor. The last half-mile We 
Duttered up the channel, We pirouetted into the wind and laid Moon- 
Wind alongside the pier what belongs to Abbot's Restaurant. After 
securing We sretehed ou Tes the quarter mie to Abbot i this 
Sounds like an excursion for unrequited fubbahs, you got that right. 
‘After a four-mile sail we deserved not only alobsiah rol, but the cole 
Slaw and chips as well 

Salty Whiskahs indulged in a milkshake, but only, fear for the 
privilege of fling with the young lady at the concession. It dont 
heed twenty minutes to make « milkshake. Nonetheless he enjoyed his 
Tunch and even picked up the tb, which he paid in Buro's. Moon Wind 
vas much impressed when I told her this. t ain't every crew what 
Dicks up the tab and knows how to twiddle the tlle ino he bargain, 

‘Onthe way home the breeze ramped up to a satisfying eight knots 
and heeled us over. Salty hooked his ankles over the leeward lifeline 
dnd rinsed the excess butter out of his beard. We eventualy wafted into 
slip B44 behind Pine Island. and secured in time For apertifs and sup. 
pet. These included smoked bluefishand local ale. We then proceeded 
{o praise MoonWind until she blushed, praise each other until we guf- 
fated and praise he day ui faded and he moon inde hel, 

‘Over the crackers and cheese we nearly waxed serious. "Nearly" 
being the operative word as we ain't waxed all that serious in nearly 
half a century. The crckers and cheese sustained us, nonetheless, and 
the moon indulged us after her pearly fashion, We made up our bunks 
and tured in early, exhausted ya surfeit of conversation. 

Needless to say. which is why T especially need to say i to you 
Salty Whiskahs and T enjoyed our sal, and reminisced most shame: 
lesa aout our ‘ontining boyhood. We nt ut knowed one 
another fortyodd years, and this gives us liberties unbeknownst t0 
those whom Age aint ripened 

For those of you what's known one another for years beyond 
recall, wish you the utmost pleasure inthis world. There aren't but 
diminishing years to share such love, soi you have a fiend what loves 
you asa sister and bonds a a brother, be expecially good to each other 
Forever and for always 

For the tide flows in nd the tide ebb out but friendship contrives 
to remain on course notwithstanding 


Matthew Goldman aka Constant Waterman - Author and Illustrator 
(860) 912-5886 
‘To view and purchase my books and cards please visit 
htp://www.constantwaterman.com 


Dan’s Adventure 
Cruise #6 


September Surprise 
September 15-18 


By Dan Rogers 


Now it woulda’ be a compet surprise i 
told you the whole plan, This tp has had vary- 
ing degrees of participation over the pastseverl 
Yeas. Sometimes it was wether, sometimes it 
tas wildfires, sometimes we just decided to "do 
Something ee" Hence the sirprse 
But the curent “plans to meet up at 
the Hunters, Washington, campground on Fi 
‘day moming after the Port Townsend Wooden 
Boat extravaganza, We will tempt to make a 
circuit tht passes the putin point about hal 
way, then go "the ober way"for the next cow 
eof days. There are stopping spos all over 
the place so this one canbe prety lose 
The small community of Hunters is our 
only real civilization. There's store, a bar 
and a eaté. Lots of antique tractors. And thats 
about that, But the countryside is pretty inter 
fsting. Most of these views were taken on 
‘arlous adventures in and about Hunters over 
the yeas in September 
*Something for just about everyone 
Should be a pleasant spis. 
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2” Series 
‘The Hudson River Maritime Museum 
announced a new series of four classes in 
early May, Foundations of Woodworking, 
designed. fo. give. beginner “woodworkers 
Background kiowiedge and skills in wood 
science, ‘woodworking tools, joinery and 
shop safety. As of July, three remain to be 
held as follows: 
‘Woodworking Tools -Their Use and Care 
"Thursday July 6, 6:10pm 
In this second class students will lear 
about the tools in abasic woodworking kit 
sessing avec toot cars Chee nd see 
Each ool wil be examined, its use and proper 
handing "demonstrated, tool maintenance 
including ne tning and sharpening and where 
il client Sadets ccm es 
tring heir ovm tools for examination 
Basie Hand Joinery 
Fridays, uly 21,28, August 4, 6-10pm 
inthe thed couse stents! learn 
the basis of hand joinery, using hand tools to 
create a variety of woodvvorking joint. These 
three classes wll provide an excellent foun 
duton for woodworking projects at home or 
more advanced woodworking classes, 
‘Machine, Too! and Shop Safety 
Sunday, August 27, 10am-pm 
in this Real Course students wil lar 
how tosafely handle tools and machinery ina 
shop setting” The class vill include informa 
tion onthe different types of machinery and 
their uses, safe shop practices including use 
of eye and ear protection, emergency proto 
cols and advice for seting up a home shop. 
‘This class is perfect for anyone looking to 
get basic safely certification with Woodshop 
Machinery of looking for best practices 10 
take home to their ovn workshops 
‘Toregister, visit worw hrmm orgclasses 
workshops unl or cll (845) 338-0011 X16. 


Riverport Sailing School Programs 

‘The Kingston Satine Cub andthe River 
pot Wooden Bost Scholar the Haden ver 
Rigitine Museum announce the eration ef 
the now “Riverport Suing SebooL Tie youth 
program kicks et wih two one week pl po 
raha: Chien ages Oto [3 wil meet ding 
fhe weok of Augst7 though August ITs and 
teens ues [and up are sche forthe eek 
OrAugust 14 tough August 

vo isuclo ae needed forthe iil 
Youth sling pros In addition to youth po 
Bram instructs the school will rete aac 
ried sang asus ho wil fe ada 
Siig lesions x well dul kaso wil be 
offered ina vary of formats, two hour 
Sessions om weekay evenings and four hour 
iesons on Sauda) aboard Rivepot boats, 
oom insractors boats or students’ bots 
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‘The Spray Will Come Back 

Maritime legend Captain Joshua Slocum 
(1844-1909), the first person to single hand: 
edly sail around the globe, is the celebrated 
Subject of a new biography by author Stan 
Grayson and a new exhibition at the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum. The exhibition, 
“The Spray will Come Back: Solo Circum: 
navigator Captain Joshua Slocum.” is based 
6n Grayson's recently released biography. A 
‘Man for All Oceans: Captain Joshua Slocum 
and ihe First Solo Voyage Around the World. 
‘Together, the book and exhibition reveal Slo 
ccum’s life story more fully than ever before. 

For his new book, Grayson conducted 
years of research using newly uncovered 
Source materials from Slocum's own time. In 
‘Man for All Oceans, Grayson gives readers 
fresh iasights that fil significant gaps in our 
understanding of Slocum’s life and voyages, 
and provides answers to long standing ques. 
tions about Slocum who, despite his celeb 
rity inthe early 20th century, remained some 
thing of an enigma 

‘Slocum published an account of his great 
sea adventure in the intemational bestseller, 
Sailing Alone Around the World, which bas 
been continuously in print sine 1900. In lea, 
vaceful prose, the book has sometimes been 
compared to Henry David Thoreau's Walden, 
Sloctim told of his voyage’s perils and its 
pleasures. Yet in the book and in the yeas fl: 
lowing its publication, Slocum revealed few 
personal details about his adventurous, tumul- 
{uous, sometimes violent lie 

Now Grayson’s A Man for All Oceans 
and the Museum's exhibition, “The Spray 
will Come Back bring the man and his 
Sloop to life once again. For more informa. 

jon visit www.whalingmuseum. or. 


Portrait of Joshua Slocum. This photograph 
is believed to have been made in October 
1895, shortly after Joshua Slocum’s Atlantic 
crossing from Gibraltar to Recife, Permam 
buco, Brazil Silver gelatin print. 


Gundalow Saits 

Our sail calendar for the season is now 
available online at info@sundalow org. 
We've upgraded to.a new ticketing system 
that we'te excited to be launching this sea 
son, You can also callus at (603) 433.9805 
to buy tickets during normal office hours. 
Groups of ten or more can save 10% of. if 
you have 25 or more people, contact us for 
Scheduling a special charter 

“The Gundalow Co, Portsmouth, NH. 


Adventures & Experience: 


Nice Day on Essex River 

It was a nice day on the water in May at 
the Essex River Race with brothers Bill and 
Steve. Bright sunny skies with temps in the 
high 50s made for perfect conditions. The 
race began in Essex, Massachusetts, across 
from the famous Woodman’s Restaurant, went 
‘out the Essex River past Conomo Point, out 
towards the backside of Cranes Beach, around 
‘Cross Island and back up the Essex River for a 
total length of just short of six miles. The stiff 
15kt northeasterly headwind made for some 
challenging rowing on the first three mile leg 
to Cross Island. The same northeasterly wind 
aided us on the return trip up the Essex River. 
We finished the day at the CK Pearl Restaurant 
in Essex with a couple of local beers, some 
clam chowder and fried clams. 

Richard Honan, Winthrop, MA 


Downsizing 
1e shifted to mene! Boat constution 

and have offered my present ee Boas for 

sale (ese Classe) "and also purchased 4 

Sermont Pak Beat trom. your hack cover 

dvertner a Canoecopia ere In Wiscon, 

ieeagrea oat and ey area grea cre 
i8ob Ecker, Shebojean, 


MAIB as Therapy 

This is'a eter that is years overdue 
First I want to say “Thank You" for publish: 
ing what consider the best and mostFelevant 
(Go me) boating magazine on the market, | 
Took forward to every ise and thas Brought 
many, many hours of reading pleasure 

Y Surtad saling in 1975: around 17 yeas 
ld, om a frends father's 26° salboat. My best 
friend of the last 32 years, Billy “Budson’ 
Cater (to whom Ihave given a MAIB subscrip- 
tion for several years) bought a Cal 20 in 19 
fan we sale i for several years, Uhave built 
4 Bolger Gypsy. Nymph and Birdvatcher 2.1 
ko builta San Devlin Winter Wren, Fm not 
itying 10 brag but wo explain why T relate 30 
much t MAB. Itmatches my backyard builder 
mentality aswell as provides insights and infor 
tation that is enlightening and extremely inter. 
sting, So again simply, thank you. 

a sad notes my fie Billy passed 
away last September from esophageal Cancer. 
Tstared giving Billy the subscription afer he 
lost his Festaurant busines after ten years 
and he was petty angry fora long time. had 
been geting MAIB for a while and thought 
it might get him interested in boating again 
and help him focus on happier things, which 
it did. lronially, and urbeknownst to me, 
his mother gave him a T-shirt with Mr Rat 
and Mole iva boat and featuring the iconic 
Phrase there is nothing - absolutely nothing 

half so much worth doing as simply mess 
ing about in boats. 

He got the shirt and subscription at 
the same‘time, which he considered 2 good 
fomen, and it dd really cheer him up and 
rekindle his interest in boating and spend- 
ing time on the water. This was good because 
be owned a Beet of different vessels ranging 


from windsurfers, kayaks, canoes, jon boat. 
Hobie 16 and a 15° sailboat that all had been 
ignored during his mental funk 

T would like to now renew that subscrip- 
tion but give itto another friend who | know 
will love it, John Guider, also here in Nash- 
ville. John is an intemationally recognized 
Photographer. He also wrote a book with his 
photos called The River Inside which is about 
Fhow dragged his canoe across his backyard to 
the Harpeth River and ended up inthe Gulf of 
Mexico via the Mississippi He then switched 
to-a modified CLC whenry with which he 
Continued the great cicle loop of the eastern 
Us, eventually ariving back in Nashville 
‘The entire trip was under sail and oats. To 
celebrate his th bitnday he is competing in 
this years Race to Alaska, 

David Lipsey, Nashville TN 

Baitor Comments: We are going to 
locate a copy of John's book for review 
this summer. 


Almost Ready to Start Cashing In 

‘Wow. another year and now a1 U'm 
almost ready to stat cashing on all those 
Senior benefits. My wife and I bought a house 
with a sh sal gorge in Newburgh, New 
York, overlooking the Hudson, a perfect place 
to keep a small Boat, sailboat, maybe (ater 
the poh ges rebul) One of Your suber 
fs was renting a stall om me for hs TOW. 
Boat fora while so isa natural. Eventually 
hope to combine some of the stalls and bring 
in power fo makes proper workshop 

T'mstill enjoying MA and Tm stating 
to read it more thoroughly than I have been 
Tes time to look inthe tlassifieds for that 
Pont! I Torgot how hysterical the Rob White 
Story was about the peach cobbler 

amy King, Newburgh, NY 


Movin’ on With Johnny Mack 

Just got back from my retirement rel 
cation road trip. I checked out the east coast 
‘of North Carolina it didn't immediately grab 
me as it was not my kind of boating” So [ 
continued to Florida and hit the NE, NW, SE. 
‘SW and the middle. Everywhere I went was 
crowded and pushed and I didnt think Flor. 
ida could stand one more person on their bio 
load andthe prices have gone nuts for desi. 
able boating areas. 

In retrospect, North Carolina, stated 
looking prety darned good. I went back to 
Morehead City to take a second look and had 
4 deposit on a ranch within the hour. My fist 
offer was declined. so. without hesitation 
‘went to Plan B which was better, much, much, 
much cheaper but not nearly as nice. Small 
disjointed, so so workmanship, one bath, old 
but'a much better boat building location and 
2 half mile closer tothe guts of town, So its 
flawed but by fara beter bachelor pad. The 
sale of my ranch in Barre, Vermont, is slated 
to close but don’t put much stock in anythin 
Saleswse until have the cash tin 

Tstopped in to see The Lucas in Florida, 
very nice setup. Iwas unable to knock back a 
dlozen brews with him as I would have liked 
buat Thad to hit the road and I try not to drive 
while buzzed so he just showed me around 
and drank, gulp, water. 

In my boating world my beloved Blud- 
geon developed 3 short cireuit, something 
Sout aluminum boats. sloppy ‘wiring jobs 
(Ghat Ibe me) and salt water not mixing well. 
So as 1 was checking out the smoke 1 took 
my eyes off my way and buried my brand 


new prop inthe only rock bed within a hun- 
dred miles. It was a relief actually to get that 
out of the way, I always thought I couldn't 
Consider myself a trae Boater unless | bury at 
Teast one prop. 

[Anyway itis also clear that I need a dif- 
ferent bout and I kinda like the garvey skifs 
Dave has been working on but am sil think 
ing I should stick with what 1 know, alumi- 
num and just do a beter job wiring.” Ihave 
{couple of victims in mind. I was pieased to 
See my new motor worked to spec. left Ver. 
mont unable to check it out as every place | 
‘wanted fo lunch was iced over. Ihadan itch 
tohit the tral sof elected to risk it rather than 
svat for the HO phase to change. | thought 
it would ort wouldn't, it would, co or don't 
Well, it would and it did so T couldn't have 
been happier 

MY reaitor was a good fellow and in 
audition to helping me find a place where | 
‘would not have to spend all my beer money 
fon stupid things lke shelter helt me keep the 
Bludgeon in his yard so could goback toVer- 
‘mont to close out my northern headquarters. 

Don’t even have the Bludgeon done, 
and there are a million things to-do in my 
new ranch, which I am not even in yet, but 
got my priorities right, 1957 21° Lone Star 
Cruisemastr, listed as a 25-footer due to 
engine bracket on the back and motor over- 
hang. Goal turn her into a capable boat 0 
pull-up to the beaches, parks, bars, grills et 
Alin the intracoastal and hopefully do a leg 
of it up to Vermont to sce my old haunts or 
to Florida to drink ss much of Dave Lucas’s 
beer as humanly possible. Probably a. year 
out before she sees water. Got some things 
do fist but thinking T'llspend tree grand for 
Sry stack berth atleast the fst yea gt her 
inthe drink 


Teis a very long drive but can get back 
to the Green Mountain State without too 
‘uch suffering or expense. Stil, when I was 
traveling north did not fel like Twas going 
home. When I was traveling to North Caro 
Vina, on the other and, I felt at ease and to 
date have had no buyer's remorse, which I 
tend to suffer from, Scotsh foots, you know 
fnd our problem spending money. 

PS, T have refined the boating 1 most 
like doing. know I goto great lengths to tel 
everyone i am very'smart and sophisticated 
fnd I ike todo boating activities such as find 
and destroy invasive species, pick up litter 
report polluters, safety scofflaws, hooligans 
‘white savers, drug runners te (generally be 
the standard bearer forall things good the 
“American way) and I kind of enjoy activities 
like fishing, watersports and general crus. 
ing, but [have found what | like more than 
anything is pulling up to an establishment for 
4 burger and we'll just cal like ts, cou 
pis ise ol pik emonades am hiking 
‘won't be disappointed! 


Information of Interest... 


Ota Ironsides 

The USS: Constitution (Old Ironsides). 
sa combat vessel, catied 48,600 gallos of 
fresh water for he erew of 475 officers and 
‘men. This was suficien to last sb months 
Of hustined “operations at sea. She carted 
ho evaporators (ie. fesh water distillers) 
However, let it be noted that according to 
her ship’ log, "On July 27, 1998, the U8 
Constitzion sailed from Boston with a tall 
complement of 475 officers and men, 48,600 
gallos of fresh water, 7400 cannon shot 
11,600 pounds of black powder and 79.400 
gallons of rum Her mission, “To desroy 
Sd harass English shipping.” 

Making lamaica on October 6, she took 
on 826 pounds of Nour and 68.300 gallons of 
rum. Then she headed forthe Azotes, atv 
ing there November 12. She provisioned 
‘with 580 pounds of beef and 64,300 gallons 
fof Portuguese wine. On November 18 she 
Sex sll for England: Inthe ensuing days she 
defeated five British men of war sbips and 
captured and scuttled 12 English merchant 
ships salvaging only the rum abode each, 

‘By January” 26, her powder and shot 
were exhasted. Nevertheless, although 
tnaemed she made a night raid wp the Fith 
of Clyde in Scotland. Her landing party ci 
fred’ a whisky disillery and. wansterted 
40,000 gallons of single malt Scotch aboard 
by dawn. Then she headed home. The U.S. 
Constitution arrived. in Boston on Febru: 
Say 20.1790, with no cannon abot, no Food. 
no powder, no fui, no wine, no. whisky 
snd 38,600 gallons of water. 


Projects. 


Little Lagoda ison Her Way 

Lite. Lagoda (see page 21"in, June 
issue) vas launched mid May fom MV Nav= 
ieator with help from the Norheat Mic 
tine Institute! eid get advance notice but 
fave been able o obtam some Images anda 
Video 'fhe GPS enabled self seesing Boat 
Was launched at 10pm 25 males southeast, 
GF Marina's Vinyard and 20 mies south of 
Nantucket. Latte 41N Longitude 10247 
WTSI of water See hupstiwrwnetoe naa 
poviditerdnt ep 2016-2 a Me wil 
ping around neon everyday. 

‘his “links to images upsive 
sooale comiopen nd-DBSdtk0 Se0GgbDI- 
SWE TzAlWe. Video is on YouTube 
iar: hupeligoutn bercSROXQATS3W 

Gayle Be Hargreaves, New Belford 
(tassachsets Whaling Museum 
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Remember the fist time you looked 
‘trough John Gardner's The Dory Book or the 
Durant’s The Adlvondack Guide-Boat? Did 
You getasense of wonder, a wide awake day- 
dream, the awareness of possibilities? Dave 
Gear's The Nature of Boats does that for me 
even now, The lst tine I got that feeling was 
tearing open the box with Traditional Boats 
of lreland in it. Canoes: A Natural History In 
North America joins that company. 

There isso much I want to ple ito this 
review like overloading yout dinghy or eer 
ional canoe, trying totum into am extended 
expedition eraser, but 'l pare dawn the load 
‘To summarize we'll just requisition the pub: 
lshers blur from the book Jacket 

“Ancient records of canoes. are found 
from the Pacific Northwest to the coast of 
Maine, in. Minnesota and Mexico, in the 
Southcast and across the Canbbean. And if 
native of those distant times might encoun- 
ter a catoe of our day, whether birch bark 
for dugout or a modern marvel made of ear 
bo fiber, its silhouette would be stanly 
recognizable. This isthe story ofthat sing 
Tar American artifact, so lite changed over 
time: of canoes, ol and new, the pope who 
made them, andthe Tabors‘and advensures 
they shared, With features ‘of technology 
industry, art, and survival, the eanoe cares 
us deep into the natural and cultural histo 
of North America & 

“in te foreword by Pulver Peize-win- 
ner John MePhee, we dip into the experience 
of canoeing fom the thrilling challenges of 
hildhood camp expeditions to the moving 
reactions of long-time paddlers. The pages 
that follow ae blled with historical photo- 
aps an artwork, authors Mark Nev an 

frman Sims describe the dugout and bitch 
bark craft from thelr fist known appear 
nce through the exploration of Canada by 
fur waders, to the recreational movements 
that promoted allswood and wood and can. 
‘as canoes through the use of modern mater 
als such as aluminum, fbergass,and plastic 
‘The stories in Canoes area tribute tothe ist 
Peoples who, 300 or 1,000 or even 5,000 
years ago, built erat designed to sich per- 
ection that ithas pled the water fundamen. 
tally unchanged ever since." 

Ihave only" minor quibbles. with the 
authors, First, this is NOT a “natural bis: 
tory’"it sa social, technological andor cul- 
tural history. depending on the chapter (but 
that would look awkward on the tile page) 
‘The chapters cover dugout canoes, brchbark 
canoes, the fur trade all wood eatoes, Wood 
fnd canvas canoes, sythetic canoes, the 


- 


~ 
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Review 


Canoes 


A Natural History 
in North America 


By Mark Neuzil and Norman Simms 
Foreword by John McPhee 
University of Minnesota Press, 
‘Minneapolis & London: 2016 


Reviewed by John Nystrom 


human powered movement and canoe tip- 
ping, i that order Logical given that is the 
Eronological order of appearance, exceptin 
aoe tipping, which is what the canoe has 
been used for throughout history. My only 
ther quibbles (and T admit them to be tem 
sis ina teapot) is seant mention of either 
Kino frame boats or the "paper" eanoe of 
the ate 19th century. 
‘Skin on frame Boats present an archeo- 
ical problem of being even more tempo- 
rary in atute than either dugouts or buch: 
bark boats with the construction materials 
being recycled. probably even before they 
cou deteriorate away. The paper canoe was 
commercial failure in the face of the low 


cost and the overwhelming popularity of the 
‘wood and canvas eae. Nether one Is com 
feel ignored 

pte the fur trade chapter the adventures of 
one Henry John Moberly of the Hudson Bay 
Company include a story and quotes relating 
fo building moose skinned canoes (p 114) 
‘Rs or the Paper Canoe that Is mentioned 
in'a communication between wooden canoe 
builder Ir Henry: Rushton and the author 
Nessmuk, pen, name. of George, Washing 
ton Sears (P 140) 4 description ofthe paper 
Canoe is better deserbed in footnote #53 of 
the worden canoe chapter. 

So mush for thin eriique, now Tan 
rave abot the book The text entertaining, 
informative and insightful all st once, The 
ilustations are incredible, Reproductions 
of historic drawings and etching, reat art 
storks from famous and not so ensous at 
ists histori photos and contemporary photos 
hound, Short articles appear in each chapter 
to highlight some person or thing that relates 
to te subject of tat chapter Ineviews with 
builders for the dugout and the wood and 
Canvas chapters, shot pieces on em bark 
anogs and squae sem canoes 

fo ead part of chapter to spur your 
interest nthe text, Gearlunkie com appar 
ently got permission to excerpt part of chap 
ter 6, Symhetic Canoes, which is found at 
Itpsi/earjunkie-comicanoes-a-natural- 
historynenoth-amera.. (Not. to our 
esteemed editor maybe it Wouldn't he {00 
fand to get UofhiN Presto Brant permission 
to print that or anatner excerpt from the book 
in our humble publication? It won't disap- 
point the readership. 'm sure) 

I have sticky notes all through my co 
of quotes too delicious not share, but tre 
tre just way too many to Jistiy ina book 
Teview 0 Ill lose with jst one. The final 
Chapter, Canoe Tripping, opens. with, ") 
fe heart of canoeit schot necesealy the 
Iatrials used to constuct the craft i the 
Cxperienge of paddling i. just being onthe 
svater i is own reward (303) The book 
Includes stories and quotes from Canoctts 
Sir Alexander Mackenti, Henry David Tho- 
reat, Edwin. Tappan Adney. Pare Loren, 
Erie Sevareid and John MePhee 

‘Toconclad, dis might jos bean instant 
classic: Get one before iis out of print and 
you have to cough up $200 to find one on 
Bn action site. have a second copy, which 
Tgave toa fiend who has insped 9) boat. 
ing and boat building adventures, hei true 

stand not easly impressed. Ths book 
impressed him 
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Family Owned 
& Operated 
since1953 


G 


Glen-L Marine Designs 
60+ Years Serving 
Boatbuilders Worldwide 


* 300 Exceptional Boat Designs 
* Row/Power/Sail 5-ft. to 55-ft. 
© SUP & Surfboard Kits 
© Epoxy & Boatbuilding Supplies 
© Underwater & Deck Hardware 
Full-sized patterns & detailed phase-by-phase in- 
structions enable anyone to build their dream boat! 


SPECIAL OFFER | 
© 288-page Book of Boat Designs 
© Free Dinghy Plans 
© Free Shipping 
* Free Supplies Brochure 
* $9.95 Coupon off first order 
| Send just $9.95 to address below 
‘Not in my wild- 
est dreams could | 
imagine this when 
/ started the boat” 
-Bob 


J will NEVER build another 
boat unless it’s a Glen-L 
design.” -Kevin 


“Your plans for the 
Amigo are remark- 
able. Very complete 
& accurate.” 

-Mark 


Glen-L Marine ¢ 9152 Rosecrans Avenue/MA * 
Bellflower, CA 90706 * 888-700-5007 
Online Catalog: www.Glen-L.com/MA 


Wooden Canoe 
Heritage Association 


Join the Wooden Gihoe Héritage Association today and 
receive sik Issues of Wooden Canoe, the full-color journal 
‘of the WCHA: Otter benefits of membership include local 
and national evedits throughout Canada and the United 
States, on-line res€arch and cepair help, and wooden 
canoe-themed merchandise 


www. WCHACorg 
603-323-8992. 


SHAW ¢ TENNEY 


Makers of the world’s finest 
wooden oars and paddles. 


900-240-4867 - SHAWANDTENNEY.COM 
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Scamp, RoG and GIS al beaded upwind 
Cedar Key Small Boat Meet, May 5-7 


Courtesy of Florida West Coast Trailer Sailors - http://wetss.jj.net/photos159 html 
Photos by Dom Romer, Ron Hoddinott, Michael Jones, Rex Payne, Dave Lucas, Lizart Photography, Rick Scott, 
‘Simon Lewandowski, Hugh Horton and Tom Mackey 


Meade Gougeon in Elderly Care, 
‘Class 3 Canoe racing around on Friday afternoon. 


‘The Windrider wimarans were out and 
screaming across the water on Saturday. Jia 
Brown was there : 


‘Simon and his Goat Island Skit. 
= 


RoG design outand crosses 
ob Hazzard’ Seam, 


Pushing it to the limit, Mike McG: tack with Puffin, 


drider came ashore on Atsena Oti 
10 knots! 


Pathfinder out sailing with owners, Bernard 
‘The windy cut on Saturday. and Genise Spenie. 


‘Tosh sailing Sea Pearl Strider in heavy winds. 
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Robb White's beautiful and light Felucea 
design sailed by son Wes White. 


Eric and Jane's Houdini Belafonte in calmer 
winds on Sunday. 


Michael and Judith’s Penobscot 14. 


In lighter winds, JP Bedard and RoG, River 
of Grass, 


Hugh Horton and friend Karen well reefed 
‘aboard Bufflehead. 


Matt Layden came calling in a fine little 
kayak he designed. 


Glen Osoling sailing his Sarasota Cat, copy 
of the Beetle Cat in fiberglass. 


‘Sandpipers on the beach. 
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Racing Through the Panama Canal 


‘The Ocean to Ocean Cayuco Race 
through the Panama Canal was started by Mr 
“Red” Townsend in the mid ‘50s. Participants 
were Boy Scouts, Explorer Scouts and Sea 
Explorer Scouts living in the Panama Canal 
Zone. 1am writing of my own experiences in 
three of these races, 1962, 1964 and 1965. 1 
missed the 1963 race. More on that later. 

‘Racing began on Friday afternoon the 
first week of April at the Christobal Yacht 
Club on the Atlantic Side. Since we Pacific 
siders had a 50 mile drive. we had the whole 
day off from our Balboa High School. 

Starting, we paddled out to the end of the 
Jong dock acfoss trom the Yacht Club. 1 think 
the pier was about 1,000" in length. At the end 
of the pier was mass confusion as all 30 oF $0 
‘boats had to make a hard 90° left ten, 


Mass confusion at the first turn. 


Boats collided and some took on water 
before they got straightened out and resumed 
paddling a few miles in the Atlantic before 
turning left again for the short stretch to 
the finish line at Gatun Locks a distance of, 
about nine miles. Sometimes the short Atlan- 
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By Phil Stewart 


tic stretch was rough and compounded by 
‘waves from ships going into the Canal or oth. 
cers headed out to sea. I don't think we ever 
locked through the Gatun Locks but we did 
lock through Pedro Miguel and Miraflores 
locks at the Pacific terminus of the Canal 


Day 1 ends at the sea level entrance to Gatun 
Locks. Day 2 begins at the upper end of the 
locks. There is no transit of the locks. 


On the second day of the race, Satur- 
day, we started on the Gatun Lake side of the 
locks and paddled through the Banana Chan- 
nel and on to Gamboa, a small town where 
the Dredging Division was headquartered 
and several of the world’s largest floating 
dredges were moored. This was the longest 
leg of the race, about 19 miles, and the day 
we all dreaded and practiced hard for. 


Sunday we locked through Pedro 
Miguel Locks and pled about a mile to 
Miores Locks, then onvard pasing Pet 
18 unger the Brdge of the Aries. We 
pasted what vas let of the Wil cbmaine 
pier and on fo the sh line atthe Balboa 
ch Clip in Fore Amador: The fish line 
changed over me tothe Mine Docks tthe 
nd fie Causeway and sro he Canal to 
the Rodman Naval Bas. The race was prob 
ably total of miles 
ach eg was timed by te Race Commitee 


‘Tied up at the Las Cruces Landing awaiting 
passage through Pedro Miguel Locks. 


‘There were about 30 boats in the race 
in the '60s, fewer in the first races in the 
"50s. There’ were two classes of boats back 
then, Trophy boats with four man crews and 
Patch boats that participated for the coveted 
Cayuco Race Patch to wear on their Scout 
uniform. The only Patch boat 1 remember 
was the Slave Galley, carved out of a single 
tee 43° long with a crew of 14 and a cox. 
gwain, Scouts who didn’t have a boat and 
wanted the patch crewed in the Slave Gal- 


dey. I would be interesting to hear comments 
from former Slave Galley crew members 

‘The Wophy was presented to the boat 
that won the race that year. It Would stay 
in thelr possession for the yea I that boat 
won three consecutive years in a row the 
trophy was reed and it saved with the 
Sponsor of that troop. Rice winners. were 
All resented with medals to wear om thelr 
‘uniforms along withthe Patch ill have my 
‘medals and patches 

EI Bejuco was sponsored by the Balboa 
Union Church, Post 21-About a week before 
our st rice in Bejaco in 1964 Twas work 
ing on miy dad's fising/ski boat stood up 
Quickly and bumped my head on the foot of 
the outboard motor resulting in about a 1/2" 
Tong cut. Bleeding all over, I was driven to 
the ER at Gorgas Hospital where the doc. 
tor stitched me up. Then he warned te not 
to get i wet for at leat a week or 30.1 told 
him T was in the Cayuco Race the next weck 
snd pneumonia had kept me out the previous 
Sear No way was I going to miss ths years 
face, to. So he covered the stitches with 
‘ome kind of goo that looked like epoxy. The 
cult was waterproof and I as good to go. 

EI Befuco was the fst boat to fetie a 
twophy and the Wrst win and break time 
records ints rst two years The only leg we 
Tost was the short mile stzech between Pedro 
Miguel and Miraflores locks in 1965. For 
some reason the Race Committee started us 
off with Bejuco in the middle of the pack in 
the confined space of Miraflores Lock. The 
should have put he fastest boats up font. We 
took on a Tat of water atthe stat ofthat very 
short leg. With thee crew paddling furiously 
‘nd one bailing we fought our way through 
ihe pack and came in second. 

Bejuco's crew was Rick Williams, Ron 
nie Carrol, Ken Philips and I, We graduated 
from Balboa High School in 1965 and were 
not eligible to compete in 1966, With another 
revs, Bejitco won in 1966 and retired the teo- 
py. They also won in 1967. Our Scoutmas. 
fer Me Wiliams, retired Bejuco at hat point. 


‘OCEAN TO OCEAN 
CAYUCO RACE 


‘OCEAN TO OCEAN: 
CAYUCO RACE 


‘OCEAN TO OCEAN 
CAYUCO RACE 


‘We figured we would have been in 10th if 


I was a crewmember in the 1963 race 
in the Green Weenie. I don't remember who 
cchose that name. It was the first of about four 
or five boats my dad, Fred Stewart, and his 
helpers built for us. I was hospitalized with 
pneumonia at the time of the race and Bruce 
Douglas replaced me. They came in third. 1 
think Bruce did a great job with such short 
notice. The other crewmembers were Rick 
Williams, Ken Phillips and Pete Hendrickson, 


GREEN WEENIE, 
DARK HORSE 
HACKERS FOUR 


AMAL zone COUNCIL 
‘OCEAN TO dcEAN 
CATUCO | RACE 


Eason Can Beltoa Casca Race Commie ran he 
‘ent ith th hp of Scowters and US. Novy 

‘The Green Weenie crew, Bruce Douglas, Ken 
Philips, Pete Hendrickson, Rich Williams and 
‘Queen Sue Lessiack celebrate a tired place fin- 
ish (despite holding the fourth place banner). 


The cayucos were carved out of single 
logs in the’ jungle by Panamanian natives 
using Hand tools only. They were very rough 
then we got them, They cost about a dollar 
3 Toot back then, Then the work began for us 
to tansform tem it slek racing Boas. My 
dad and his crew of helpers sanded and fired 
the bulls o about 4° thickness, building up 
the gunnels to tke the weight of the ces 
inslled backrest, added Keels and canvas 
covers with wave breaking trim fore and af 

"The crewmembers would hand sand the 
outside and inside smooth for priming and 
spray painting. "The finish was beautfu Dad 
Sprayed our boats with Atlantic Green marine 
paint and we kept them waxed. All our boats 
Were fast, not just Bejuco, whose identinea- 
tion number vas P-L 

Post 21 boats were EI Bejuco, Green 
Weenie. Dear Dick, Dark Horse, Hack- 
rs Four, Rum Runner and Red Eye. Beco 
‘vas 23"in length, 22" beam and weighed 
TMOlbs. After Bejuco was finished we kept it 
at Ken Philip's house in Diablo across from 
the Diablo Spinning Club which had a boat 
ramp. We practiced afier school about three 


‘The first year of El Bejuco, 1964. Ken Philips, Ron Carroll, Queen 
Gail Bohannon, Phil Stewart and Rick Williams. 
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‘The boats then pass through the locks at Pedro Miguel, cross Mira- 
flores Lake, transit Miraflores Locks and then sprint to the finish line, 


south through Miraflores Locks are some of the cayucos that 
took part in the annual cayueo race. Accompanied by an escort craft, 
the small boats received the same service as the largest ocean liner. 


times a week, paddling out to the Mine Dock at the end of the Cause- 
way and back, about nine miles. Most Saturdays we made a long run 
in the Canal with other Post 21 cayucos. We practiced hard for about 
four months so we'd be in shape for the run from Gatun Locks 10 
Gamboa, about 25 miles. We wouldn't disappoint Mr Williams and 
my dad who had put so much effort doing their part. 

‘The real hero and spark plug for Post 21 was our Scoutmaster, 
mentor and friend, Mr Richard A. Williams, Rick and Scott's dad. He 
‘organized everything for us including purchasing our boats from the 
natives, arranging transportation for our boats on race weekend to the 
Atlantic side, running our weekly Scout meetings and carrying out 
endless behind the scenes work to ensure our success for many years, 
We would not have enjoyed the fun we had and wonderful scouting 
events without his leadersh 

‘A great guy in every way, I really miss him and Mrs Williams 
‘Their family played a large part'in my youth in the Zone. What a place 
to grow up! 
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Ready Set Go: Lined up at Gamboa are the cayuocos taking part in 
the Sth Anal Const to Coast Cayuco Rave. Th 
stetch was the ial lap ofthe race 


e Gamboa to Balboa. 


ier the finish, crewmembers of £1 Bejuco pause to catch their breath 
after winning the 1966 Ocean to Ocean Cayuco Race. At the right is El 
Corredor de Ron which took second place. The boats, both irom the 
Explorer Post 21, duplicated thei finishes in the 1965 race 


Winners of Cayuco Race, Post #21, Boat #1. From left to right; Ken Phil- 
ips, Phil Stewart, Ronnie Carroll, Rick Williams, March Adair, Queen of 
the Cayuco Race. Advisor Mr Henry J. Williams, Post Committee Chair- 
‘man Mr Richard Williams, Admiral Bryan presenting the award. 


Cayucas and piraguas ore 
native built boats rough 
hewed out of the trunk of 
assingle tree. These 
boats have been the 
mode of teansportation in 
Panama for many years, 
either poddled, with sai, 
or motorized. 


Race rules regarding the 
cayuco construction: 

“The coyuco is constructed 
from a hollowed out tree 
trunk. Each cayuco must be 
‘arminimum of fifteen feet in 
length os originally eut from 
‘locally grown tree. Cayucos 
must alwys mointoin the 
‘original hull ord length 
mminimum. Extensions to the 
bow and stern made entirely 
from Wcally ocquired woed 
may be odded. The gurwales 
(of the coyueo may olso be 
raised with locally cequred 
wood. All cayucos may odd 
ror-movable seats, back 
rests, bow ond stern splosh 
«covers, non-moveable trim 
tabs, es well es wooden 


keels .  piragua 


Cayucos resemble a canoe in the bow and stern. 
A piragua has a more open end to the bow and 
stern, 


‘The racing boats bear little resemblance to the The Slare Galley 

original hollow log boats purchased from the 

native builders. The boats are trued up by - 
building up the gunwales with layers of wood : 

strips, and smoothing, painting, and polishing the 
hull: adding seats and covering the bow and stern 
‘to keep water from washing over and swamping 
the beats. Troop 21 and Post 21 had a successful 
Program in the 1960's with the “green fleet”. For 
‘the 1962 race, Troop 21 made crews their own 
poddles ond used them in the race. 


tanned by 14 boys. st pl irst as @ patch boat. from 
Left to right: John Borrero, a senior, Wesley Bratwell, 
Senior. Alex Esparsa, a sophomore, Wap fruit, "a. Junior, 
Goleman Anderson, a’ junior, ‘Stanley Wright, 4. senior, Paul 
Vino, @ sophomore, Jim Thompson, ¢ senior. Larry Quinn, 
ear, ike Beatie. e"enior. fred Webster, @ senior, and et 
Donaldson, a senior. 


by 
‘@ senior, Dennis Derff, @ Junior and 
Junior. Caiche Si Puedes crew was 
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Highlights from the 1963 Race 


Furious paddling caused many boa 
the safety crews were 

Twenty-five escort boats provi 

Power” Squadron stood by for any trouble. 


e, 


Soe 


Pers) 1278 


CARIBBEAN | 
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I've been reading MAIB for along time. 
‘A friend of mine subscribed and loved it 
and got me to subscribe and I loved it 00 
‘Andit came every other minute back then. [ 
ould hardly keep up with it. Everytime the 
mailman came he brought a copy it seemed. 
‘When Bob switched over to once a month [ 
was pretty close to crushed, but I've gotten 
tsed to it The way time passes now that I'm 
older it sill seems to come pretty quickly. 
‘And Ilove itjust as much as fever did. Fm 
‘ute yon do, too. 

Because of this magazine Ihave become 
4 totally confirmed boat nut. nce I started to 
See that there were others out there. I started 
to feel OK about my obsession. For a while 
‘when I was still working, my wife would say 
things to slow me down. I mean I wanted to 
puta sai on everything. Even things that I 
Eould happily paddle or row I thought could 
Always be improved by a sal ortwo. So did 
Some conversions. [tue an 8” dinghy (sort 
of a Haggerty Seashell | have since found 
‘ut into nice itl saier. 

Dagger boar: [built both the case and 
the boar! and felt prety accomplished. The 
rudder I cut-down from another boat. The 
mast | used from another boat but halo put 
inthe step and the partner. And I read Phil 
Bolger on center of effort and center of lat 
eral resistance to kind of get things Set up 

ht An it all worked. I sailed that 
thing all over the place 

One day at Crescent Beach up in Owls 
Head, Maine, where I'd been horsing around 
out front, somebody said me, “You're 
prety handy in that thing.” And | was prety 
proud. My sail rig and me. And isnt that 
{what is good about al this It was not reall 
4 tremendous feat to ret dinghy to sail 
Someone else built the dinghy and the rudder 
and the mast. But it was my fst venture and 
Tfelt.as proud as could be and wanted more. 

Thought a rebuilt 14° Swampscott dory 
that Dave Cookingham, an ol tgboat captain 
‘who was then working for Art Stanley up in 
Owls Head, had fixed up. It looked gorgeous 
but he warned me, "This boats nether sh 
nor fowl. I's wooden boat but it's been plas 
tered all over with epoxy resin. You're going 
to have to learn alot to keep up with i” 

‘And he was right, got soaked inside in 
4 rainstorm jus after I brought it home onthe 
roof of my "84 Buick. I don't believe I could 
eta 14" dory of the roy ofan “84 Buick now 
Kor without vo or three guys helping. I did 
then somehow I remember Art and pt it up 
there: One at either end and up she went, Wot 

‘Anyway, after the rainstorm this boat 
which looked 80" beautiful, gorgeous lines 
and just as smooth and pretty as you'd want, 
kind of swelled up and opened up some of 
those’ epoxied seams where. the garboards 
thet the bottom, And s0 the repairs began. 1 
learned about fiberglass and epoxy resin. And 
decided it wanted to be a sailboat, too. {built 
jena kA cp op ro a aga 
board: And the eenterboand, {poured the lead 
into it. Boy, was that fon to melt metal over it- 
tle campfire and pour it into the board. Smoke 

ring out of my. new centeboard. I felt 
Ehout as od timey as can be. Then it cooled 
and I gota nicely weighted centerboard 

Pmade the mast out of a spruce tee 
1 cat off our property in Maine. 1 ust tok 
ofthe bark, shaped it bit and sanded i 
Smooth. filled the checks that began to form 
With beeswax. I'd read about it somewhere, 
John Gardner maybe? And it really worked. I 
remember having to track down a supplier of 


The Joys of Being 
a Boat Nut 
And It’s All Bob’s Fault! 


By Paul Murray 


beeswax, guy in Tolland, Connecticut, who 
raised bees. [sil have a good supply 

T varnished the mast 1 fied & sal to it 
{eat down an old Lightning sil. 1 fashioned 
boom out of a spruce 2x4". I decided 1 
heeded a ib, [built rudder oak with bronze 
dfs ade alle. Tread all about it as 1 
‘worked. It vas high excitement. This is what 
Kids with ho ods used to do, right? 

Twish we had more young people who 
were into boats and cas and figuring out how 
1o do things. It seems to me now that many 
‘Young people just want a car that goes from 
Zero to before they can blink and they just 
buy them, They work for someone else make 
ing lots of money so they ean buy ther fun. 
Corporate fun. So then they are beholden to 
the corporation that gives them the money 
fnd the car or the boat. Young people are 
going to be Surprised pretty s000 that they 
fre Toully hopeless without lots of money 
fd things they can buy. 

Trump ran ona theme of making Amer. 
ica great again, Oh, you mean lke before 
moneyed interests took over everything and 
Convinced everybody that nobody could do 
Snything unless they hired’ someone? Back 
‘when ‘We were independent and clever and 
Willing to work and weren't greedy and would 
help each other? Ob, like the Messing About 
in Boats community? I don't know if Tump 
Understands anything mich about th 

‘Where was 1? Wel, [decided to take a 
boat building course offered by Mystic Sea- 
port -don't remember what year it 3. I 
fas ail inthe era when T crused around 
in the °84 Buick LeSabre, what a car. Par 
luxury, part pickup truck. 1 drove it uni i 
dropped Actually stil ran Hine but it was a 
to oo a0 tat ces as keg. A etch 
Tpened it it dropped abit. Quite abit atthe 
end. And tere were hoes in the floor. Two 
hundred twelve thousand mils and still hum. 
ming, butt was too misty to Was 

any. White was the boat builder at 
Mystic and a young sprout by the name of 
Bill Sauerbrey was his assistant. Bill now 
works for Beele (think itis Beeile). At the 
time he owned some Kind of cool old wooden 
boat, a shape? can't remember realy, but 
now and then he'd sail to class and te up 
futside the place where we worked. I don't 
Know if he lived on itor just brought i over 
toshow us 

Mystic was a cool place isa cool place 
and I'Toved that course. We didn't build & 
boat it was a surveying course, We leamed a 
Title about a lot remember sharpening. Pd 
brought down a chisel I thought was pretty 
Sharp, one of my" di’s old chisels- Bary 
asked if anyone had a chisel he could work 


on. No one volunteered I hesitated to vol 
tinier because figured he wanted someone 
Who had tol that need to Be sharpened 
Mine wast too, 

T finally stuck up my hand and sai, 
“rye gor one Barey took itand fooked a 
it Me gid"This one prety bad bu hk 
ean ine" Tibought mst be being sa 
taste but be wasn't He worked on that hing 
finde then stone and when gout back 
fava diferent tol, My ged, [id Know 
Wat sharp was and ogg dl eared 
Mot 

1 was in total boat heaven, We learned 
about fing lines and etn and sping ap 
Strake and carvel planking and caulking and 
Weal cut a stem fabbet tll have mine in 
the cola We talked about uansoms, We 
ti aur epoxy ih tonal ays 
remember Bary held pa pee of nes 
that was 80 Jeary old otk ad bronze dis 
and ov they were goog i eplace wilh an 
pony and plywood one. He wasn't sue the 
new one would lastas long, We weren't either 
Traucse we'll ow in aoiber 6) yeas at 
Tegeviy something? ve gota 1989 Fond ON 
trator Sul run. 

on we “graduate” from this course 
ahi twas st or eight weeks of Tuesday 
nights, we were given set of plans fora 
Chambvrain dry, We were fold we could 
Sud i Well Taleady had 14" dory. 1 
Manted something ese 

Myate alse has a boat livery. IF you 
don't know about this you ought io, You can 
govvowing inany uber wicked cool 
SW boat The Hevresholt Green Mace 
Captain Hook, 2 Chamberlain 10" dinghy 
sou an ry rong with tole pin, rowed 
Somuhing oe day iat ha sng ele puss 
‘Won! thas pices of tng told tie oars 
In place onthe recovery. You ean sal Bec. 
tle Cas, tgp, Sharon Brown used to be thet 
Sie pbebly not there anymore bul she 
Wa neresting and intrested 

T bought John Gardner's Dory Book 
and pleked out plans frm Mystic den 
Rob Pittaway for-a 172" Swampscott dory 
to buildin our eela, Yes, T measured the 
drorvay to make sue I could get tout Our 
son (ook up hockey sbout ther ad my boat 
ulding re ‘ame exwemely Hand 
Wertook off for Owls Head for the sume’ 
andmessing about up here and wih hockey 
practice twice a week and games on the 
Westend it fosk me seven fears 0 hatch 
the doy. {did though and has some proud 
Fiat What boat! 

‘And [want tll you about it sometime 
but or now al you gett ths pte and is 
article about how cool itis tobe a confirmed 
poat nu 


inghy Cruising, Journal ofthe Dinghy Cruising Aaaaociation UK ia 
7 er ee 

Grace Daring’ story brought out the wort excesses of sentimental and melodramatic repoing inthe poplar ress. Here the art Thomas 
Musgrave Joy ofrs his fowpennyworh and presents people from the S$ Fofarshre who the public woul recognise ftom the newspaper, 
including the wretched young woman wh coud not bear tobe pated rom her dea babies an the man of the doth (een here ministering the 
wounded or dying man), who was travelling on the Fortarshire solely for the good of his health but did not ultimately survive the experience. You 
can aio pick out which able-bodied men might have helped Daring senor o row ofthe lee shor to safety, and perhaps the wo whe rlumed 
With him to collet the remainder ofthe victims. (In fac there were eight men and one woman alive on the rock, not fourteen as shown here) 

The painting dows havea redeeming feature. Fr once Grace and heather are shown approaching the Hake Rock corey backwards and 
plinth caso sop he boat aking charge and wrecking here. coble has a forefoot hats deoper than her botom, prarly to alow the 
boa, unde ai roa, tobe launched from a beach wth ls daep stem fo seewerd, when keeps the bat straight and steady The samo apples 
tblancng. The shallow but buoyant stem actualy help he cote toch backwards up a seep beach on her rats (he two botom runers. at) 
and the stem clogs, as srt washes under the boat (ravings next ie) They were even towed backwards by cher craft twas safer but ot 
often rowed that way, 8 sme waiters have clamed. Had the Darings run thor cobl in head ft as we weld do our nahi, the deep stom 


Reprinted from 


would have caught in the rocks and her wide clinker ‘strokes! (strakes) would have been sprung out ofthe rabbets in the apron ~Editor. 


HE COBLE featured 
in Bulletin 228 brings to 
mind Grace Darling's 
famous Forfarshire rescue, 
the story of which is said tobe part of 
the National Curriculum for Schools. 
As a schoolgir!’s role model Grace 
‘ticks all the boxes’: she was brave, 
modest, well-read, hardworking and 
virtuous, but the Grace Darling Song, 
used in schools is wildly inaccurate 
and denigrates her heroic father. The 
song goes: 
‘Said Grace, "Come help me father, 
We'll launch the boat.” said she. 
Her father cried, "Tis madness to 
face that raging sea" 
‘Then after they launch: 
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Then spoke the maiden’s father, 
‘Retum or doomed are we." 

But she responds: "Alone I'll brave 
the sea 

A popular picture even goes further, 
showing Grace rowing alone to the 
rescue, and ina tiny boat barely fit fora 
corporation boating lake! Utter rubbish! 

The facts are that four years before, 
William Darling, the Longstone 
Lighthouse keeper, with two of his 
sons, had had been the heroes of a 
far more dangerous rescue. In 1834 a 
sailing ship had struck the Knavestone 
(Knivestone) Rock, about a mile out to 
sea northwest of the Longstone. The 
lighthouse log reads: 

"Wind S by E fresh gale (Force 8, 


34-40 kts, wave height 5.5m). 11pm. 
The sloop Autumn. to Petershead, 
struck east point of Knavestone and 
immediately sank, Crew of three men, 
two lost, one saved by lighthouse 
keeper and three sons, viz. William, 
Robert and George, after a struggle of 
three hours. Having lost two oars on 
the rock, had a very narrow escape.’ 
By contrast the log entry for the 
Fonfarshire rescue merely reads'...nine 
rescued by the Darlings. The cargo 
consisted of superfine cloths... 
William's daughter Thomasin 
wrote, 'It is very likely that the 
proposal to aid her father in the 
boat first came from Grace, but had 
not he himself thought the attempt 


‘THE OUTER FARNES 


ae brivestone 


practicable, he was not the man to endanger her life and his, 
own in weak concession to girlish importunity.” 

As for turing back, it would have been impossible without 
a full crew to row against the strong wind. We can therefore 
take it that William was very much in charge of the Forfarshire’s 
rescue and not only he and Grace, but his wife, and later a 
son, took part. 

‘The Forfarshire was a fine cargo ship of some 400 tons with 
luxurious passenger accommodation; a paddle steamer with 
auxiliary sail on three masts, and only four years old. On 5th 
September 1838 she was bound to Dundee from Hull when 
in heavy weather off St Abbs the boilers . 
failed and the engine stopped. 

The captain made sail and headed 
south hoping to reach the shelter of the 
Inner Fame island, or more likely to 
‘Tynemouth beyond for repairs. 

With paddlewheels on either side the 
Forfarshire would have been difficult to 
control in the heavy seas. During the 
night the captain ‘misjudged his course 
in tremendous seas and gale force winds’ 
and struck the big Big Harkar (or Harker) 
rock some three or four hundred yards 
from the Longstone Light. Some say that 
itwas because he mistook the Inner Fame 
light for the Longstone light. The ship 
soon broke in half and the stem sank, 
but eight crewmen managed to launch 
the ship's boat and got away with one 
male passenger. They were picked up by 


sailing ship later. The bow section with the remaining 
survivors remained stuck fast on the rock. 

In the Longstone lighthouse Grace Darling saw the 
wreck at a quarter to five in the morning, but owing 
to the darkness and spray going over her, ‘despite 
continuous watch could not observe any person on the 
‘wreck’ until seven o'clock when movement was seen. 
William correctly judged that it would be impossible to 
launch the local Seahouses (North Sunderland) lifeboat 
in the conditions, and Grace may have been the first to 
suggest that they should make a rescue attempt. 

Unfortunately William's sons were on shore so he 
had only Grace to help row their heavy boat, which 
really needed a crew of four to six powerful oarsmen. 
William was fifty-two, an outstanding oarsman, but 
once launched he and Grace would be unable to row 
the heavy coble back against the wind unaided. If 
washed ashore in the fearful breakers or dashed against 
the rocks they would die. Their only chance lay in 
finding strong oarsmen among the survivors to help 
row back. William weighed up the odds and decided 
to take the chance, 

Somehow, with the help of William's sixty-three 
year old wife they got the heavy boat from where it 
had been secured against the storm, and launched 
into the relatively sheltered Crawford Gut, probably 
using greased wooden skids. The boat, a heavy 
Northumbrian coble, has been preserved and can be 
viewed in the RNLI Museum at Bamborough. It is 
21ft 6ins long and five feet beam, similar to the coble 
illustrated on the cover of DC229, but with less sheer. 
‘Apart from that and the modern dress, that photograph 
could almost be of the Darling's launch. 

To shelter from the strength of the strong wind and 
rough seas William took a roundabout route, taking 
what protection he could from the rocks, The tide seems 
to have been low, giving maximum shelter. 

They went southerly through the narrow Crawford 
Gut, then westerly in the lee of Clove Car, closing the 
Harker rock on the sheltered side, (a route William 
knew intimately sinceit led to his vegetable garden on 


‘Two excalent paintings of Grace Daring: (et watecolour sketch by Henry Perle Parker (Nov. 1838) 
‘and a view by Horatio McCulloch (ight, lso 1838, n which she presents as areal woman fer once — 
‘and one who is pemaps becoming impatient with al the lid hype? 
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Her blonde hair isnot the only problem here 


the Brownsman Island.) It would have been very difficult 
to keep the coble on course and one of JW Carmichael’s 
‘convincing paintings shows Grace with her father rowing, 
‘on opposite sides, one oar each, On another painting she 
is shown steering by oar while her father rows with one 
oar only. Both paintings could be correct: they would 
‘have rowed according to the changing wind strength, 
sheltered or full blast, and to their change of direction, 
‘They would often be heading at a wide angle from their 
course to compensate for severe windward drift, Not 
only would tide height have been a critical factor, but also 
the direction of tide flow, ebbing northeast until ninety 
minutes before low water, then flooding to the southeast, 
When forced through the narrow gaps between the rocks 
the tide-streams accelerate. (The yacht pilot book warns 
that in one passage at maximum spring tides the flow runs 
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so fast that yachts would best negotiate the gut 
motor, stern first!) 

Having reached the Harker, William leapt ashore to 
assess the situation, leaving Grace alone in the big cable 
with the very difficult and demanding task of preventing: 
itbeing smashed against the rocks. She would have used 
both oars in this, William found nine people still alive on 
the rocks, including an injured man and a woman still 
carrying her two dead babies. As they could not carry all 
the survivors in one trip, they first took five, including 
the distraught woman and injured man, with Grace to 
tend them, and crucially three strong crewmen to help 
William row the coble back against the wind. (Yet another 
painting shows only William rowing with one oar and 
Grace steering with the other, with three able-bodied men 
just sitting there. This is utter nonsense!) 

After landing the passengers, William rowed back with 
the crewmen to the Harker for the other survivors. All, 
were safely back on the Longstone by nine in the morning, 
bbutas the conditions onshore were still far too bad to land 
the survivors, the rescue drama was not over. 

Although William had been correct in assuming that it 


aber 


“The Longstone lighthouse, Grace's bedroom (and lookout) lies 
behind the upper window in the white band 

(Below) one of many versions by Carmichael —in this one she is, 
steering by oar (see text) 


——_————— 


‘Museum model of the Darlings’ coble. Note deep stem-Ea 


would not be possible to launch the Seahouses lifeboatin the 
conditions, and its crew of seven (including William's son 
William Brooks Darling) had indeed tried ang failed, they 
had then with great skill and courage somehow managed 

y ina fishing coble. On reaching the Harker they 
1d to find the survivors gone. Unable to retum 
toland because of the fearful onshore breakers they carried 
on for shelter at the Longstone. There the survivors and 
rescuers were marooned by the weather for three days. 
Even then they were still unable to land at Seahouses, and 
‘were forced to row on to the tiny but more sheltered haven 
of Beadnell, where the survivors were safely landed at last. 

A local bigwig took it on himself to set up a parody of 
an inquest where essential witnesses were prevented from 
speaking and wild allegations made were by a survivor 
who was later discredited. Even though a second and more 
ble inquest was held, the full facts of the disaster were 
never established. However it was found that the boilers 
had not been inspected (it was not mandatory then). 
It is quite likely that the collapse of a boiler stay led to 
catastrophic leakage. 

The newspaper reports were wildly inaccurate, and 
Grace was besieged by visitors. She was however greatly 
embarrassed by claims that she had to cajole her father into, 
attempting the rescue, and then had to persuade him to go. 
on when he wanted to go back. Once launched they could 
not have got back alone even if they had tried! Both Grace 
and her father were awarded the RNLI Gold Medal and the 
Royal Humane Society Gold Medal. 

Poor Grace died of consumption only three years 
later, and her sister Thomasin wrote a reliable account of 
the rescue, Grace Darling: Her True Story. The Duke and 
Duchess of Northumberland understood the true facts 
and befriended the Darlings. One gift that was greatly 


appreciated was waterproof clothing made by the new 
Mackintosh process. 

‘Sources for these notes include the RNLI Grace Darling 
Museum's excellent booklet and Jessica Mitford's, Grace 
Had an English Heart, but I have also sailed out to the 
Fame Islands by open boat a number of times, sometimes 
singlehanded and by sail and oar only. I have sailed 
through the Crawford Gut, past the Darling's launching 
place. 

‘There is a mystique surrounding cobles. Their unique 
shape has evolved to suit beach landing in the fearful 
northeast coast breakers, and is still commonly seen in 
large motorised fishing cobles, but my feeling is that the 
high quality of the northeast coast fishermen rather than 
the shape of their boatsis the mostimportant factor. Years 
ago John Seymour famously sailed a coble to the Baltic, but 
did he sail it back against the prevailing winds? 

(The Dinghy Cruising Association offer their excellent Fame 
{stands Pitot ontine.) LW 


Wiliam Darling's Letter to the RNLI: 
Dear Sir, 

Inanswer to your request of29 ult. have to state that onthe moming 
of the 7th September, it blowing gale with rain from the north, my 
<daughier and me being both on the alert before high water securing 
things out of doors, one quarter before five my Daughter observed 
8 vessel on the Harker's rock: but owing tothe darkness, and spray 
going over her, could not cbserve any person onthe wreck, although 
tho glass was incessantly applied, uni near 7o'dook, when, the tide 
being fallen, we observed three or four men upon the rock: we agreed 
that if we could get to them some of them would be able to assist 
Us back, without which we could not return; and having no idea of @ 
possiblity of boat coming from North Sunderland, we immediately 
launched ourboat, and was enabied to gain the rock, where we found. 
eight men and one woman, which judged rather too many to take at 
once in the state of weather, therefore took the woman and four men, 
to the Longstone. Two of them returned with me, and succeeded in 
bringing the remainder, in all nine persons, safely to the Longstone 
about 9 oelock 

‘Afterwards the boat from North Sunderland arrived and found three 
lifeless bodies, vz., one man and two children, which they cartied to 
thehigh rock, and came othe Longstone with great ciffculty; and had 
to lodge in the Barracks two days and night, with scant provisions, 

‘no beds, nor clothes to change them with 
‘Your most bed servant 


we. Daring, 


LIFEBUOY 


@Sonp 


(Right) Grace's story 
has proved to be vary 
‘marketable over the years. 


There Is a move afoot to 
dive on the Forfarshire 
wreck in the near future, 
which may start up the 
tacky hero-worshipping all 
over again. 


Grace has her own 
handsome webite: 

www gracedarling.co.ukl 
Ed 
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On a sunny, unseasonably warm Sun- 
day in February, eight sporting members of 
the John Gardnce chapter ofthe TSCA met 
in Newport, Rhode Island for an informal 
Mist to the Intemational Yacht Restoration 
School IYRS) to satisfy and stir our at 
Tal inclinations toward al things carvel and 
Clinker A treat for the eyes, the nose andthe 
spi, was 

Bing @ Sunday mid moming, Thames St 
‘vas pleasantly uncrowded and unhurried and 
nearby parking wasn't the problem It some" 
times tan beat busier times, As we arived 
Curiosity in hand, two youthful IYRS students 
Stko anved, conveniently for us, opening the 
front doors tothe shop and with smiles ga 
Ciously inviting us to Step inside and fake a 
Took around, Wess praciously accepted, sep. 

ing trough the front doors to immediate 

br rected by the invigorating fragrances and 
Tistal textural pleasures of boat shop alive 
‘vith the peculiar srcof excitement ony seem 
ingly dlleste copper riveted cedar planks and 
rabbeted oak stems, newly bunged garboards 
fn clamped sheersrakes can elicit This sa 
Bontshop tn fine form 

Following fenly greetings, the grou 
headed up om the mezsanine 10 survey the 
Scene below on the shop floor, Beetle Cat 
hulls populated about half the far side ofthe 
floras serns usualy to be the case, while 
‘tat looked ikea Heteshott Fish elas Mul 
Siarted the next line of projets in proces 
fresh pty filing the sere holes inl plank 
ing. Adjacent to that sood what looked ike 
nother silboar hull judging bythe center 
Board slot visible at is inverted midsection 

Finally. at the southernmost end ofthe 
shop floor stood rebuild of full keeled 
Single stew and rudder. Hinckley laure 
{Tis particular boat will be given fore and aft 
Sick steering a the original had. Dnet stick 
to rudder linkage makes for more immediate 
Steering response in conjunction witha single 
screw and vnakes for more confident mane 
erg ire auch operting eavisvameat 
than geared down wiel might provide and 
fan help make stall rode bont sistas 
responsive as an outboard fited boat albeit 
‘wih afew peculartos of own, 

Our etrigsity about this hull led us to 
inguire of IYRS student Josh as 10 he pe 
ot boat and history ofthe projet Tosh very 
helpfully gave us a few tidbits but then 
defered to Terry to provide us with what 
ould tun gut to be'an in dep brit on 
the project Seems the bot began life many 
years ago as.a commission fora client in 
Stamford, Connecticut, later migrating to 


Mysto afce which pois ended Up 
TYRS's bands lor estoration 
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JGTSCA 


John Gardner Chapter 
of 
Traditional Small Craft 
Association 


COMMUNITY BOATING 
INOWIDUALS & FAMILIES WELCOME 


‘Welcome to John Gardner Traditional 
‘Small Craft Association 
hhups:www.facebook.com 
wwwjgetsca.org 


February 
Boatshopping 
By *R. Transom” 


As it stands now in the IYRS shop, its 
essentially anew beat. Its original, and pet 
far gone full length keel hung securely sis 
pended afew feet above the inverted Hinck- 
Iey's-now hull for reference during. the 
rebuild. Our impromptu, enthusiastic host 
‘Temy explained, as with’ most of the boats 
Which process through the shop, that this 
project had been fully: measured, photo- 
raphe, lofted and documented as a meas 
both ot preserving the boats biography and 
of teaching the students the inrcacis of 
boat restoration 
One very eye catching and intrestin 
feature of this hill was the tinnling ofthe 
hull above the propeller and rudder. Though 


nota distinct tunnel per se, the hull tucks up 
2 it proceeds laterally in fom the waterline 
towards intersection with the keel, forming 
something ofa lobed transom atthe end of 
the tunnel's un fore and aft This would seem 
likely to provide some potential improvement 
of the thrust developed by the propeller and 
perhaps enhancement ofthe effectiveness of 
the rudder by virtue of containing, to. some 
degree, the flow of water between the bottom 
of the hull andthe water column beneath it 
With me just short of being an expert and 
‘occasionally one oat shor of a rowboat, this 
Would doubiless be beter lef tothe profes. 
Sional engineers to speculate on, so we will 
leave i far others to pick ava ai perhaps, 

Suffice to saye the design certainly 
wasn't done just for looks, ast would be bid 
den underwater much of the time, and the 
Complexity of the shape is pointless unless 
meant to improve the fluid dynamics in some 
meaningful way. Sounds reasonable anyway. 
Sand a nerd like me loves a flenly technical 
debate now and then, Any takers? 

‘We spent perhaps an hour inthe shop 
altogether: absorbing. the rich atmosphere 
nd appreciating, each in our own way, the 
exchument of our synapses the visit Helped 
Stimulate. Our time included also a. short 
Stoll through the drafting and lofing rooms 
just off the second floor mezzanine. Though 
rafting is a atll T have some training and 
experience in-lofting isa bitofa mystery still 
to'me, though it seems clear that Iofting is 
2 significant and essential link between the 
Scale drawing of a boat, and the realization 
ofits fll size form, at least when it comes 
{o what we osually consider traditional boat 
building techniques. 

tion sifs and Viking ships notwith- 
standing, it might be fair to say that most of 
the traditional boats we see around these here 

ats probably involved significant lofting in 
Their Fealization, Lofting ‘is something. skin 
to wizarding for many of us, the uninitiated 
masses. WoodenBoat School here I come! Or 
maybe LYRS!If only Teou!d make the tine 
In any event, a mystery stil exists for me 
‘Thank goodness T’haven't run out of them 
just yet 


Coronet Like a Whale 

With great anticipation we entered into 
this adventre to TVRS this beautifl day in 
high hopes of spending some time alongside 
the immense almost restored bull ofthe yacht 
Coronet, Designed by Wiliam Townsend and 
built in 1885, ts on blocks on what appears 
tobe a stone pet rght behind the IYRS main 
‘hop aod right on the waterfront, protected by 
its purpose bull enclosed shelter 


Several previous visits have provided 
me with glances to sce some ofthe progress 
ofthis hull as came back to life after essen- 
Tally-a near complete tear down, Much of 
the structure ofthe boat is new the original 
simply being too far gone to be incorporated 
in the rebuild. What remains original, how: 
ever isthe bulk of the interior cabinetry and 
other trimmings which graced its interior in 
is prouder days 

Seeing this boat (ship?) in its skeletal 
form was akin to being in the presence of 
the assembled bones of a blue whale. It is 
agian. Big boned, massive and substantial 
fre terms that could rightly use to deseribe 
it AU TSI" LOA, 190" sparred length and 
considering that this yacht in its heyday pos 
Sessed a marble staircase, these adjectives 
are hardly hyperbole 

“fo see something like a ship or a house 
in such a rudimentary, skeletal form isa treat 
and a moving experience, invoking a sense 
of the thing as a “living thing.” In a sense 
itis such a thing. Pethaps we see something 
of ourselves, of of out kind, in the things 
wwe make as extensions of our selves. Neat 
idea, and one pethaps better left for contem- 
Plation a few months from now under the 
Sun filled glow of freshly raised canvas and 
4 creaking gaff, reaching down the Sound 
eastbound for Newport 

Unfortunately this day we found our- 
selves unable to gain access to the Coroner 
shop. Asigh on the door told us it was closed 
for the winter and no one with the requisite 
authority was on site to change the situation 
So we were out of luck on that score. Disap- 
pointed but not disheartened! We hope con- 
Utions in the future wil afford us another 
‘hance perhaps to see her and wish her good 
tidings and good luck on a deserved new 
lease on life! 


Cats and Cradles 

Being small craft people anyway, we 
had plenty £0 keep ou attention engaged. 
Alongside the Coronel shop sits a much 
smaller building, against which leans a stack 
of prety rough looking Beetle Cat hulls in 
need of some serious TLC. This is what the 
Beetle Cats on the shop floor looked like 
before the students and instractors started 
their rebuilds, but rough as they are indeed. 
because of that roughness they are perfect 
\ehicles for learhing the multitude of skill 
heeded to restore sich belies back to Use= 
{ul fulling service, inspiring young and old 
alike to gain insights into themselves and the 
‘world around them while benefiting fom the 
pamicular joys and Yessons only small Boats 
an offer us. 

(On the opposite side of dis boatyard 
stood a rack thfee or four levels high, also 
populated with Beetle Cat hulls in waiting 
Snd alongside this rack a pur of sleek wooden 
racing sloop hulls supported by blocks and 
jack stands, paint peeling and seams show- 
‘ng: And net to these anther Fish class hull 
blocked up and under winter cover. More 
learning and teaching opportunities awaiting 
lucky IYRS students in the months to come 
Tsaspect, and a satisfying teat for my eyes 
sx a card canying wide eyed boatyard burs 
who can’t seem fo get enough of old boat 
jar scenes, devo fe pin polo 
Franchise yard. Hove it NO insult intended to 
those big yards, jst a wistful reflection on a 
sceminly psig tine oe fr more pro 
savored when stil encountered. 


Sachuest for the Rest of Us 

ur IYRS vist coming tan end and 
cur appetites beckoning, six of us break for 
Tuneiand conversion ‘at One ofthe local 
establishments on Thames ‘Steet, Thai 
required but certainly prefered. The remain- 
ing tvo ofthe group seem to have made for 
silent running, whereabouts unknown at this 
time, We lain later that the Sirens atthe 
Steps of a local ish pub tempted them in 

Suitably refurbished, we "big six” say 
good day 19 ove another a5 im compare 
fon and T join up with the other member 
Couple why bythe way, drove all the vay 
dwn rom uate Comectct fr todays 
tuting. Together ne enjoyed a. three mile 
Jun around the Sachuest National Wild 
life Reserve headlands at the mouth of the 
Sakonnet River, seta few miles and only 3 
few minutes east of downtown Newport. The 
eather remained generously cooperative 
Sind afforded us.a most pleasant hike around 
the headland, with clear and dramatic views 
northward up and along the Sakonnet River 
ndits adjoining shorelines aswell as across 
to Sakonnet Pont and lighthouse, 27 nati 
Calrmiles distant light sea mst softened the 
Siow a bit no doubt timed up of the ocean 
by the lively southwesterly brecze-Or maybe 
miy prescription has to be changed again? 
No! es the mist, Mast be the mist 

Hike ended, we finally go our separate 
ways. My crewman and | drove up sion the 
wrest shore of he Sakonet to scout out and 
ings for future smal eat outings and came 
by some good finds. They I make for some 
2 nice days ou, oy tnks! The Narragansett 
Bay area waters offer up so many opportu 
ties for small cat outings 


Traditional Rig of the Month 
The Sprit Boom Rig 


By MrCleat 


John England's Hanna Banana on the 
Piankatank River, Urbanna, Virginia 


Last month we investigated the peak 
sprit rig. Now to the second sprit rigs the 
boom sprit. This sprit acts like a boom in that 
it keeps the clew (aft end of the sail) back 
from the mast but with one big difference, the 
Sails nota right triangle, Is triangular but 
the tack (the lower end ofthe luff up against 
the mast is lower than the clew (the aft point 
of the sail). This does two things which are 
‘wonderful in a‘small oat sal one, the foot 


ofthe sil acts ikea vang, holding the clew 
dovn keeping it from rising and twisting the 
Sail (which isa problem in a lego-metton 
or tf rig such as my cata, which does 
not have yang, jst heavy head cracking 
boom). Second, as can be seen inthe draw= 
ing, the boom is higher than ina conventional 
Teg-o-mutton sail, lessening the chance of a 
banged head 

‘As with the peak sprit rig, the sprit 
boom is attached to the boom with a sno 
{ort canbe ay simple as loop around the 
nas un down trough a notehed end ofthe 
Sprit then up toa cleat or as complicated as 
{small block and tackle to easily neease or 
decrease the tension inte spit [prefer the 
latter for both peak and boom spi withthe 
block and tackle (a small gun tackle ine run 
down the mast, through a deadeye bolted toa 
thoart and ending ara cam cleat Thssllws 
mme to change the shape of the sail while 
Underway without ranning forward to adjust 
the snoter For example, fighten the snotter 
{andthe sai if ts windy, oosen for more 
Shape itn ight breeze ori running down 
‘ind and wish to trap more ai 

OK, what are the disadvantages of a 
sprit boom fg? Why do we not Soest nthe 
Ties Laser? Well is not deemed as close 
‘winded, although i would argue that for a 
Same sized sat does look clunky and no 
{ne will Beleve you when you tel them you 
notice no diference in performance between 
tacks, where on one or the other the sprit 
boom creases the Sal I notice no diference 
‘shen tolling for snapper blues busi the 
breakwater, but perhaps the other Hsbermen 
are nota competitive 

From a sina boat standpoint there is 
one other disadvantage to the sprit boom 
Tig the mast is as long or longer than the 
bot This means it will stick out ether for 
ward or aft when striking the nig to row 
This can get im the way in a double ender 
but is not much of a problem in our dory 
SKI with its niee broad transom on which 
to slide the end of the mast. We use the 
peak sprit rig in the double ended peapod 
hich has a shorter mast 

How about combining, the two sprit 
rigs? Ahy Iwas wating for that. Great tea, 
iteolves the problem ata peak spit ig sal 
Ballooning out wen going downwind and 
all the spars stil it inide the boat, good for 
trllering aswell a switching to oats. Roger 
Crawford uses such arigon is ery succes 
fat and fun to race Metonseed. It does adda 
bit of complexity having two snotters but on 
2 12" boat they are never far rom hand 

Why ate they not used more often? Phil 
Bolgor once designed light three. masted 

hoover al pit igged sith two spits per 

land boasted that there was no spar that 
Fe Could not set himself an that ven when 
he was of an age approaching ours, Thee i 
the insu of complety and los of tweaking 
involved but that’ the Tun of sailing, it ot? 

So we have come’ the pot where 
wwe have a good small bat sail supported by 
Easily handled, adjustable spar, How come 
we often se it on bigger boats a5 an aux. 
itary sai For all the Teasons above, plus 
theie smallness makes them easy 0" han 
tle, particularly as mizzens for yas, High 
hecied sprit booms hold sail shape in the 
Highest winds as well as providing handle 
tovgra to pivot the sail for wind vane see 
ing, handy to have if caught in irons. The 
sheet often runs though an eye on the end 
ofa boomin, as ona Caledonia yaw 
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In blow, with no stays or cleatedhal- 
yards, the whole rig can be picked up and 
Tad low-Al the other end ofthe Boat, asic 
Up spit boom foresall can be set on 2 for 
tard tilted mast as seen on Chesapeake cab 
shits Ruel Parker has stick upon one of 
his shapes. vas fun fo Watch im salt 
tone ofthe Mid-Atlantic Sinall Craft Fes 
tials It gets a jib out there for balance, si 
flow is focused to the mainsail (kind of) and 
no high tension forestay ts required which 
‘would stress the Boat. 

A third use i asa small sprit boomed 
topsal. Usually reserved. for ig tshing 
schooners one Was seen on a Cape Cod fa 
tie athe Sinall Reach Regattas more forcon- 
Nevsation than effect, I hink, ut she sure 
{i fly coming home inthe afernoon south: 
westerly. Yousee sprit booms on mizz2ns for 
{etches toothy will sand without twisting, 
‘which is important ina Ketch These ae oft 
sheeted tothe top ofthe rude. 

Sails can be made from Sailrte kts or 
home designed in Dacron or poly tarp. Put 
the cures mostly up against the mast with 
mnaximum daft about one thd up the Wf 
say 2” foram 8" Tuff, and minor curves, sa 
7” of sox the same one third ou, for pea 
and Toot, Use a flexible batten to mark the 
sal. Consult silmaking text or experiment 
‘The Polytarp website will get you started 
Gur homeinide sails have autshed for 0+ 
years, one we laid out ourselves and one 2 
Sn ht 

‘Alin al sprigs are peat rigs forthe 
small boats We fow ahd sai Next time you 
dre thinking ofa sail ig for that new (old) 
Whitehall you jos ous, think spit 


NEW SLIPS AVAILABLE! 


‘The most stable floating docks around 


Dockage, Bait, Tackle, Ice, Repairs, Fuel, 
Moorings, Launch Ramp, Boat Storage, 
Store, Fish Cleaning Station 


35-0077 www.dons-dock.c 
8 North Water onington, CT 
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Sail plan of a sprit boom rig, Phil Bolger’s Gypsy (owned by the author, drawing courtesy of 


Phil Bolger and Friends). 


Thoreau’s Boat 


neth Best’s, UConn Communications, March 
14, 2017 interview with UConn geology 
professor Robert Thorson who explains that 


Henry David Thoreau was much more than 
‘an essayist and a philosopher, redefining the 
well known author as a scientist and boat- 
man. The photo shows a replica of Thoreau's 
best known boat, Muskeraguid, named for 
the Algonquian word for “grassy plain,” used 
to describe the area that became the town of, 
Concord. (Photo by Juliet Wheeler) 

Robert M. Thorson is a professor of 
‘geology and columnist for the Hartford Cou- 
‘rant. His second book on Henry David Tho- 
reau,, The Boatman: Henry David Thoreau’s 
River Years, has been published by Har- 
vard University Press, coinciding with the 
yg Jong bicentennial of Thoreau’, bith 

fe spoke with UConn Today about Thore- 
au’ life in the Concord River Valley after 
the writer left his house in the woods, which 
inspired his best known work, Walden, or 
Life in the Woods. 


Q. Thoreau's reputation is as a liter- 
ary writer and not a scientist. How have you 
found the science in his work and focused on 
that where most others have not? 

‘A. When I read Walden for the first 
time, I heard the limnology, the hydrology, 
the physicality and the micrometeorology. 
all ofthat, Yet you don’t find it in the text of 
Walden. If you go below it into his journal 
and correspondence, however, you find there 
is a lot he is understanding but is threshing 
away. Thoreau writes more after 1854 (when 
Walden was published) than he did before 
that, but it went into his journal which didn’t 
‘get published until 1906. When scholars 
edited his journal, they left out the highly 
technical parts thai wouldn't have interested 
the literati, who were all English literature 
people. They were the ones who founded the 
‘Thoreau Society, the oldest and largest orga- 
nization devoted to an American author 

But when I searched the full transcripts 
of his original journal, the quantitative, phys- 
ical content was there. It turns out that the 
Journal before and after Walden was mostly 
‘about the river. When I went back and re read 
the early journals they were infused with 
nautical language from the Greeks, Shake- 
speare and from the Norse. When you look at 
the last ten years of his mature life, he went 
to the river two and a half times more often 
than he went anywhere else, based on tallies 
‘of 7.000 passages. It was more important (10 
him) than any other place to go. He was a 
boatman more than he was a woodsman, 

Interested_in_more? Visit http:/itoday. 
uuconn.edu/2017/03/woods-onto-river! and 
subscribe to UConn Today's News@Me 
for free and receive email updates that are 
customized to your specific preferences 
‘and interests. 


At UCONN Avery Point 


‘The real Professor Jone, the person vis 
ited the UCONN very Point Boson ad 
ssw is namesake, Pr. Jones the dor. He 
We pleased withthe recognition snd Lome 
Uae launched int a remembrance of fn 
Garunet, Pete Caller and, of al folky, Pete 
Seeger presen at he creaon of te Hk, 
tonal Small Craft Associaton, Heatly Tee. 
fmmended {is Professor Jones’ book, 2ack- 
waters (W.W. Neron 1979) parculaly Pat 
seRowing Workshop: wheten he recounts 
a row up he sver ough te fog with two 
incresing characters, The | Hasbonnas 
ter fom Noank and The Shipearver, blow 
Ing a bras foghon and ove ing berg 
teats on thet way to the st Joba Ganoet 
Rowing Workshop. Pro Jones the boats 
open! in ne ech pal fey for Bal 
touches, foot stretchers (By Phil Behney and 
Bill Anutage) nameplate (by Karen Ruther 
fon) and logo UGTSCA orp on the sie 


Avery Point Boatshop’s dory, Prof. Jones 


Around the Shops 

‘The now dary has moved off center stage, 
slongside 8 Dory #3, Louise who, hardware 
removed, is geting a sémping and sanding prior 
{o panto be realy forber tip up the river to this 
year’s John Gardner Small Craft Workshop, 

‘Nearby, young Alan Barton is stating 
assembly of his traditional small craft (solid 
Wood) surfboard ‘kit. Nice to have some 
younger folks building in the shop, Mean- 
‘while, Barton Pater, Steve, is setting up Fol- 
boat frames on a keel plank with vsious of 
being afloat by summer 

‘in Home Shops 

Peter Vermilya reports thee is progress 
on his glued lap Ducker, the winter saw the 
mast sep installed and rabbets faired, plank 
lines laid out and stock scarfed, router jigs bul, 
aticulated benches bul, but now it's time 10 
{um to spring commissioning of the “feet” 
Bil Meier continues mixing electricity and 
‘wate in is effort to electrically power a 1920s 
‘gasoline launch, looking atthe engine he took 
fut, the electricity is probably safer. Ge 
Spragg is starting the’ mast for his new 
boat (birdsmouth of couse lots of hose clamps 
required), Andy’ Suode assisting. Shops. are 
busy as snow melts, grass tums green and the 
‘vind clock aroun othe southwest 

‘AC the Seaport Boathouse Livery and 
‘John Gardner Boat Shop 

OF the 30 plus boats in the Livery, all but 
a few were primed and painted, realy to be 
launched on Pilots Weekend, the frst week- 
end in May, Finishing touches were going on 
the Beetle Cats in the Boat Shop: Li Babe 
(Gve found the brass apostrophe for her name) 
ann a new cockpit cover for Leo J. Telesmuan- 
ick. Thre boats are currently inthe Boathouse 


putty and paint room: Morsel, John Gardner's 
sailing version of a Marblehead skiff (Chap- 
ter 27 in his Dory Bool), the beautiful New 
York Whitehall Sharon and the Gardner modi 

fied Herreshoft pulling boat Green Machine, 

built by Long Island TSCA’s Myron Young. 

And already in the water were Skye. a Culler 
butthead skiff, Mary. flat bottomed skiff and 
Gideon Manchester, a flat bottomed. motor 
skiff to Mr Manchester's own design (he was 
a West Mystic builder of livery skiffs) as built 
in 2011 by Stonington’s Bill Mills. 


ASS 
‘Seaport Boathouse Livery’s first boat into the 
‘water, this Culler skiff was launched by Andy 
‘Strode and Buck. 


In Seaport John Gardner Boat Shop, Je 
Undercoffler puts fresh varnish on a Beetle 
Cat coaming, 


CHESAPEAKE LIGHT, CRAFT 


THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR KITS AND\PLANS?» 


Oe 


WARD-WINNING D 
CALL 410-26. 


'37 OR VISIT CLEBOATS. 


oe 
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Las fall he lovely and talented Naomi 
and Ia bref vist tthe Finger Lakes 
Boat Museum in Hammondsport, New York 
Troported ofthis vit na prvios oe, Te 
Puscum ison the Former grounds ofthe Taylor 
‘Wine Co, thas boon restored and transformed 
into glorious muti use museum and boat 
Dating and esterns fcity whan extensive 
Collection of bets tut in and around the Fit 
fe Lakes region of New York Stat 

“This winter 2017 we decided 0 return 
to the FLBM and fo invite Susan and Chis 
Gately to join us, They are not only notable 
Great Lakes sailors, they are also boat build 
ers and restorers, They ae owned by Sara 
Ba'Tancook Schoone that they have glo 
ously restored. Not only that, they ate authors, 
Computer wizards and filmmakers. My idea 
torte them was twofold. One was 0 have 
them sce what a fanatic museum it iy and I 
hoped it might give them an idea or two for 
article and maybe a lm about the museum 
fx the boat bulding history ofthe region 
‘There re stil few builders the atea but at 
tne tne there were over 50 boat shops 

‘My other idea was to see the boats that 
are curtenly being restored, one of hich is 
ihe same beat design from the Skancateles 
Boat and Canoe Co that fam restoring. | 
‘wanted to see what was original snd what [ 
Teeded todo, or not do, to ep my restora 
tion accurate t te time period (more on ths 
later. This sa versatile 16" lapsrake boat 
1929, The boat can be rowed with two w= 
ing stations and can also be used witha smal 
fuiboard motor There were some se up for 
Stling, too. The shop burned down in 1950 
but continued fora year or so aftr 

‘The operation would. evenualy. get 
bought out and become the Skaneateles Bost 
Co, builders of the famous Sparkman and 
Stephens design Lightning, among others 
For some interesting history on Lightning, 
foe the FLBMTs newsletter he: Copper 
Nail, March 2017) ortheirbook, The Wooden 
Boas of Shaneareles,NY. 

“The museum tals restoring 2 1940 
Lighting It turns out that Susait Gateley 
knew this boat and the former owner who 
donated it from a marin that she sailed oat of 
in Poultnyvlle, New York, on Lake Onto, 
{The woodon beat orld isa small ne 

“The biggest restoration project the 
museum is currently undertaking isthe Pat 
IH. She is an clegant 39" boat ith lassie 
fooks and Tong history on Lake Ontario 
2a tour boat and on Skaneatles Lake asa 
tail boat, I vas interesting to see ow much 
progress had been made’ on this boat since 
Par bnet vist last fall may be dieu to 
fel rom the photos but there hasbeen steady 
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Return to the Finger 
Lakes Boat Museum 


By Greg Grundtisch 


work andi is going to be a fantastic restora- 
tion when completed and relaunched 

‘We returned to the restoration shop after 
lunch fora second look where we were met 
by Naney. She was very knowledgeable and 
informative in answering our questions and 
just having a gam with us. She gave us an 
‘overview ofthe museum, is early history and 
how the Finger Lakes Boat Museum came to 
be. She, like all the people at the museum 
ws etiam, wat ery personable and 
Help. tuned out that Nancy was Naney 
Wightman, the museum administrator. She is 
the bride of Ed Wightman, the museum presi 
dent. Ed Wightman is the man who came to 
fur vescue with fresh batteries on our last 
‘ist when my camera quit Coincidence isan 
mazing thing 

‘The museum also offers various pro- 
grams,” presentations and” workshops in 
Fegurd to boat building and restoration along 
‘with related topics about fishing, fly tying 
boat safety and children’s programs’ amon 
thers. They have restored an underground 
Wine aging room complete with giant oak 
asks that i availble for weddings, mect- 
ings, gatherings andthe like and is impes- 
sive’ sie and appearance. This vaulted 
room was built many decades ago of hand- 
Tad stonewalls and aches that hs an impes- 
sive Middle Ages look tit 

‘As of thi wnting Gi early April) the 
FLBM will have added more boats to the 
curren displays and returned others 0 tem- 

arly to storage. The idea i 40 keep the 

any boats they have (over 130) revolving 
to Keep the displays fresh. Also on display 


‘will be original Pen Yan and Lightning build- 
ing moulds that will show how these locally 
built boats were constructed from woodpile 
to completed boat. 

"The museum is now restoring Build- 
ing #5 (here are multiple buildings on the 
grounds). This will eventually become the 
museums permanent boat building and res- 
{oration and outboard motor repair and res- 
toration shop. This is scheduled for comple- 
tion by September 23,2017, in time for the 
museum's anual boat aueti 

The boats built in and around central 
New York's Finger Lakes Region were built 
primarily for recreation. The builders pro- 
{uced them for the great fishing and recre- 
lation the Finger Lakes provide, most nota 
bly, but not at al limited to, lake trout. Some 
record size fish have been and still are caught 
here. The boats were built for owners of cot 
tages and camps that sprang up around the 
lakes. Getting to them in the early years 
(1890s and on) was difficult as roads Were not 
Jet built in many places (the Par if was pur- 
hased in 1956 for mail service to the many 
Summer camps and cottages that sprang up 
on the lake). 

“The boats were also built for the many 
fish camps, outers and rentallvery shops 
‘on the lakes for public use. In the 1930s to 
1950s many newer designs were built, There 
were the Comet, Intemational 1 Sailing Din- 
hy, Snipe, Lightning, Penguin, Rhodes Ban- 
fam, Mower Interlake and several others and 
thats just the Skaneateles Boat Company's 
offeridgs. There were other skiffs, canoes, 
Sailing canoes, catboats, launches, runabouts 
land many others built by many shops that 
existed around the lakes 

“The boat that 1 am restoring may have 
been a livery boat suggested by ifs protective 
copper plate covering the stem and strakes 
‘where they join the bow. initially thoughe i 
‘Was installed as a"fix” to cover up a battered 
bow. Ittums out that there is no damage and 
the wood under itis in very good condition 
In that regard, there was no rot found in the 
boat at ally save for a dime size spot on the 
foredeck, Not bad fora boat that is crowding 
90 years old. Itsays alot about the quality of 
material and craftsmanship atthe time 

Tf you are in the area oF plan to be in 
the area, this museum is very well worth the 
time to visit, even if you are not into boats. Tt 
is'a most interesting facility that has some- 
thing for everyone, even the kids. Check the 
museums website (wwwflbm.org) for some 
photos, descriptions and added information. 
‘There is a contact place there to ask ques. 
tions, join as member and links to other 
museums and places of interest, lodging, 
dining and the lke. The Skaneateles History 
Museum is also nearby and has some boats 
‘on display anda very helpful and informative 
Saff as well 

You know, the town of Skaneateles, 
New York, is the teasel capital of the world 
‘What's a tease? It isa diteh weed that has a 
prickly stem and large dark burlike top that 
‘vas used commercially inthe past for mak- 
ing flannel. The Finget Lakes tegion is also 
Wine Country.” with many small and large 
wineries that offer tours and tastings, The 
Takes are surrounded by steep hills coveted 
with vineyards, tees and cov pastures. Yes, 
there is some gentrification in places but not 
overly s0, s0 far. The geography makes the 
Take well protected forall types of boating 
Tage and sal, The sting i pst 0 
understate it 


Rowboat Henry Sutherland 


Double-Ender 1905 
Donated by Clarence Willey, 
'Branchport, New York 

Henry Sutherland built rowboats and 
launches. in Branchport, New York, from 
1904-14. He made this 14° “double ender” 
rowboat during that era, 

In 1962 the boat was discovered lean- 
ing up against a cottage at the northern end 
‘of Keuka Lake and purchased by the donor 
for $10. 

‘Many years later Henry’s grandson, Dan 
Sutherland, of Sutherland Boat & Coach Co, 
restored the boat to near original condition, 


Rowboat Penn Yan Aerodinghy 1940s 
‘Donated by Dale Lewis, 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Penn Yan Boats introduced the Aerod- 
inghy in 1939. Built in light composite form, 
these boats weighed only 53-61 pounds 
depending on their length (1, 8" or 9°). 

Bill Oben performed extensive restora- 
tion of the Aerodinghy in 2011 


Y, 


% 
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Rowboat Ben Reno Troutboat 1946 
‘Ben Reno was a boat builder from the 
town of Wayne, New York. He primarily 
built rowboats and troutboats. 
Don Pilgrim, great grandson of boat 


builder Charles Pilgrim, restored this. boat 
after it was donated to the Museum, 


Inboard Penn Yan Clipper Challenger 
1950 
Donated by Bob Leader, 
Port St Lucy, Fora 

The 16” Clipper Challenger appeared 
in Penn Yan eatsogs trom 1942. through 
10. The bull was bul using the strip plank 
method of ‘compressed scam constuction 
Initially the Bout was planked with cedar and 
finished with paint. ‘Gray Marine Phantom 
45hp engine powered the boat. 

in 1980 the ull was redesigned to incor. 
porate greater beam and depth, Naturally tn 
shed mahogany was used'above the water 
line and on the decks” The expanded ull 
design enabled a larger engine tobe offered 
san option 

“The ost was builtin 1980 and is pow- 
ered by the optional Gray Marine 750 (75hp) 
engine. The Penn Yan Safety Sti attached 
tothe transom ofthe boa 


Donated by Jim Cooley, Geneva, New York 

‘The Morehouse Ut i an 18" inboard 
and only one of 28 to be built by the More- 
itouse Boat Company between 1987 and 1987 

Custom built in 1982 for a gentleman 
on Seneca Lake, she is mahogany planked 
fnd decked over an oak frame, This boat 
has a 6obp four cylinder Chas Craft Model 
“BM engine 

“his boat spent her entte life with 
the Cooley family until finding her way to 
the Musedia. i 


Row/Outhoard Morehouse Lightweight 
Mid 1950s 
Donated by ferry Nuerabergr, 
Berwin, Pennsylvania 

‘The Morehouse Boat Company built 
hundreds “of 12" Lightweight rowboats 
betvcen 1946 and 1958. 

‘The’ bouts were cedar planked over 
steam bent ribs 

arly models (pre 1950) utlized clench 
nail plank fasteners and later boas were screw 
Tistened. This example underwent an exten- 
sive restoration in the Museums boat shop. 


Sailboat Wright K-Boat #130 1941 
Donated by Steve McCaukey, 
Dundee, New York 

Murray Wright, of the Wright Built Boat 
Co, was a boat builder from Dundee, New 
York. His sailboats were made of cedar wood 
strips and white oak ribs and frames with 
mahogany trim, 

The K-Boat #130 was built in 1941. It 
‘was donated with complete rigging and the 
‘original Egyptian cotton sails. 


Steamboat Models 


a 


Meeting Area in the Winery Grotto 
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‘The Par If was built in 1924 in Alexandria 
Bay, New York. This is the Thousand Istands 
‘area where the St Lawrence River meets Lake 
Ontario, Par 17 was named after builder George 
M.*Pat" Comstock. The Par I! was brought to 
Skaneateles Lake as a mail boat to serve the 
residents along the lake. At that time the roads 
were poorly accessible or simply did not exist 
‘The service called the Star Route 13, began in 
1956 and ended in 1965, 

The boat was sold and resold a few 
times back up north tothe Islands area for use 
‘sa tour boat but she never got back into the 
‘water. The Par II was last owned by Mr Char- 
lie Snelling from 1996-2006, who donated 
the boat to the Skaneateles Historical Society 
‘and had it shipped back south. She was stored 
in several locations and ended up at Stiver's 
Marine on Seneca Lake by 2013. That year 
the title was transferred to the Finger Lakes 
Boat Museum and brought to Hammond. 
sport, New York. In 2014 she was brought 10 
the restoration shop at the Museum, 


‘The Pat IT 


There is a crew of volunteers who work 
‘on Par HI every Tuesday and Thursday eve- 
ning along with Boatwright Geoff Heath. If 
you have any interest in this, museum hours, 


schedule of upcoming events or other related 
topics. it can Be found on the Museum's web: 
site at flbm org. Better ye, jin the miscum 
fas a member. You will receive entry to the 
museum anda yearly subscription to The 
Copper Nail, the Museum's newseter and 
several other benefits 

{This condensed info and_photos are 
satered from the FLBM website} 


As reported in a previous issue of Mess- 
ing About. bought this boat from a man who 
listed iton craigslist as an “Adirondack” type 
rowboat. After I bought it I began to hunt 
for information about its age and design. 1 
made an inguiry with the Finger Lakes Boat 
Museum and Mr Ed Wightman gave me the 
‘answer and a copy of the museum publication 
entitled The Wooden Boats of Skaneateles, 
NY. There on page 37 was my 16" Outboard 
Motorboat built by the Skaneateles Boat and 
‘Canoe Co, When I learned that the museum 
\was restoring one just like this, I asked the 
lovely and talented Naomi if she wanted to 
return and have a look. She answered, 
that was a great museum to visit and we 
really didn’t get to spend much time there the 
last time. When do we go’ 

We left a few days later and met Susan 
and Chris Gateley there. When I described 
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this museum to them they were very enthu- 
siastic about seeing this diverse collection of 
regionally built recreational boats. We toured 
the restoration shop and met with some of the 
folks who were doing some of the restora. 
tion that day. They were very accessible and 
friendly in answering my questions about my 
project and showing me what was original 
‘and how some of the original hardware was 
used and how the building was done. 


‘The boat is 16 long and 46” wide. Is 
planking is Tapstake white cedar on ribs of 
red elm with white oak keel, gunwales and 
Stem, buttemut deck and eypress seats. The 
orginal hull exterior was varished and the 
interior was painted in the bilge and var- 
hished above the seats. Wo sts of brass oa 
Tocks and sockets are fited a two rowing st 
tions with copper rivets and brass screws for 
fanteners. The original price was $133! 

For more information on the Skaneateles 
Boat and Canoe Co and their many designs 
get-a copy of The Wooden Boais of Sk 
Ieateles, NY fom the FLBM. Lots of vintage 
photos and eatlog photos along with dhe his- 
{ory ofthe company, started in 1893 by George 
Sth and James Ruth, make up its contents 
‘Also included is information on Bowdiah, Fay 
and Bowen, Skaneateles Boats Ine and hers 
fd the Finger Lakes Boat Museum. 


End Of A Love Affair 


Forsaken boats, abandoned dreams 


await the yard crew’s chainsaw 
in the back row at Mel’s boatyard 


git rm Sal Boa Jara Apel 1989 & 


Bob Hicks 


‘They're all out in the back row now at 
Mel's boatyard, where the weeds g70W up 
round them in the summertime and the snow 
dfs through them in the winter. The Oddy 
Sea, the Dav, the Ting Tin, the Boreas and 
others without names rest on tired cradles 
mong ‘scattering of nameless small ply 
‘wood outboard runabouts dropped right on 
the ground. Abandoned, or nearly abandoned 
in the final stages of an fair, they all await 
an ultimate cremation, for most ofthe boats in 
Mal’ back row end up in the boashed stove 

Ths saw the Davin early 1977 when 
looking fora smal sailboat to buy. The cls- 
sified ad read, "24" sloop, $1,100." When | 
found her she wasn't yet in the back row. 
‘There she sat, thick fakes of white and tur- 
quoise paint iting. from her hard chine 
plywood hull, sandviched among. sleek 
lass boats in forthe winter. Built to mini- 
mum standards with slabs of plywood and 
tiny corroding metal fitings, the Daten still 
held the remains ofthat last lunch on board 
before she was hauled out to avoid sinking 
Now, the years later, she's over the back 
row, the plone number on the “For Sale” 
sign no longer legible 

P wouldn't even know the owner if he 
came in explained Mel. He hasnt seen him 
Since 1977 and now the yard bill swell above 
that hopeful bargain sale price of long ago. 

‘The Oddsea came up from Rhode 
Island. She hal a rough trip across Massa- 
chusetis Bay in a windy spring northeaster 
in 1978. About 25° long, she's another hard 
chine design, but carvelplanked with a b> 
macle mounted mast and an board engine. 
‘That summer the engine came out, the peel- 
ing paint was scraped off and rotting planks 
removed, Reconstruction was.-underway 
‘When winter came the tarp went on and its 
sill there two years later. 

“Yes, the owner was here this summer 
about three times.” 


Mel comments, “but 
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nothing much has changed.” The yard bill 
iSadding up but no sign of any effort to sell 
the Oddysea is apparent. It would be hard 
to sella boat appearing to beso far alon 
her disintegration, 

Ting Ting has been in the back row a 
long, long time. An-old wooden inboard 
she looks like a 1935 version of a modern 
big povier cruiser, the kind with the slid- 
ing glass patio doors opening onto the Tear 
deck. But Ting Ting’s doors look like old 
Storm windows and are broken, as is most 
fnything left aboard that was’ breakable 
Before ‘Mel got his fence up, local van: 
dats di their Work. Ting Ting 1s Mel's now. 
He's gone through the routine of obtaining 
ttle tothe boat so he can at last dispose of 
itsLater tis winter his yard crew will come 
ver with the chainsaws 

Boreas is new to the back sow this 
year Vaguely European in appearance, she's 
Snother sloop with a tabernacle mounted 
mast, but she has acenterboard. Stl not 
too bad overall, she'll need good wood- 
ing and refinishing and perhaps some struc. 
{ural work fnside: Who knows? The owner 
expressed an interest in Altng out Boreas 
witha full Keel, Tead one. Mel's pice was 
52,000 and he's not seen the owner since. Is 
Boreas abandoned? Its to early to tell, but 
she sits among others much further along 
this last road to oblivion, She could be sol 
or renovated yet, but no winter cover is i 
place so you wonder if anyone cares 

‘Way down atthe far end ofthe row is the 
bow ofan old Elo, aclssie motor launch of 
Bygone earn Brot Mel ss te boat 
with an gent need fr lots of tender foving 
ae, the Eleo spent the fits winter in a small 
Teanto shed slongside the main boatshed, one 
of those litle sheds made of old doors and 
plywood. The owner ripped out the roting 
transom inthe fist step of renovation pro): 
ect. Now all that's lefts the bow and the lean 


ee howe Gig 


tos gone. Me andthe owner setled the yard 
bill with Mel geting the wood. the owner the 
hardware, Much ofthe old Elco has already 
gone up tne chime. 

Maybe the boats relic, or jst hopeless 
scrap, buts long s she sis inthe boatyard he 
Storage bill adds up tis paid, wat canbe 
diane? How do you evict a boat? I the owner 
wil not come by, ot has even lft for places 
(ite, wrote Ye nes Emne 
Simply trash the boat, he aso go tough a pro- 
cet involving federal court actions temps to 
find the owner, etc. Only alter aot of this and 
tuch ime can de hulk bocome the propery of 
the yard, no mater how big hel has become 
‘Then it costs final sum fo dispose of Even 
cating «hulk up for stove wood requies paid 
Tabor of yard hands ee 

“only they'd come see me before 
the boat gets too bad, we could Work out 
some arrangement tothe best advantage of 
ts both,” Mel remaris, “Often the boat sll 
ould be sold with some work, but they let 
it go too long so what they owe is more than 
theyll ever be able to sll for and then itis 
fbsndoned.” Mel points out that even the 
buck row ground costs him in taxes and he 
needs the space for boats with owners sil 
fond enough of them to pay their winter stor. 
ge charges and keep then shipshape 

‘There was one litle old inboard inthe 
back row that I Saw atthe float allthis past 
Summer, Sort of miniature lobster boat, and 
nameless, she's pretty shabby Tooking but 
Sill usabie. Her elderly owner often was by 
during the summer potering about, tinkering 
withthe engine, aking runs down the 1ver 
But now he's ina nursing home, unlikely to 
return to his boat Mel lk abou seting the 
mater later with the bets but there's more 
Sympathy in his voice ashe talks about this 
oe, He can understand an old man using his 
‘ld boat as long ashe can before they both 
have to give up the water 
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Your March issue cover photo was of 
1HMS Rose. The las time Lsaw this boat I vas 
in a thick fog. No, not my dally one, much 
thicker Let me ty to explain, 

Tn 1978 Cindy andl lefi Cape Cod and 
forthe next 33 years we were fulltime RVers 
going tall SO tts and tof Cana 

Jur purpose was to study and cave the binds 
of North America, We camed a Gruraman 
anoe al his way, excepto Hawai. We have 
been canoe carping from Stonington to Ile 
‘tu Haut in Maine, around Suc Island inthe 
San Juans in Washington, out of Port Orford. 
(Oregon, where we ave been fishing near the 
headland where 75" of anchor line never hit 
boom, we tied tothe Kelp. We camped on 
Goose island on Copano Bay and St Charles 
Bay in Texas where we caught a big redish 
that pulled the boat along with Cindy in the 
bow holding onto the fishing pole 

Every fall for quite a few years we 
show ou carvings tthe Waterfow! Festival 
in Easton, Maryland. We would camp on our 
friend's frm ot Bozan-Neavit Road ou of 
St Michaels atthe head of Haris Creck 

‘The Grumman canoe had been short 
ened by 2'/2"-3" or so with a square stern for 
So ovibond ncie at cred agit Hang 
fnd over the years Ihave made the trp down 
Haris Creek out to the Choptank River and 
sound Tilghman Island to fish for sped 
Bass many. many times. 

One morning eal I was fishing out by the 
CChoptank channel when a very thick bask of 
fog eame out ofthe east very quickly. Taking a 
reang ofthe wind and wives, headed ack 
for Haris Creek. I igued to itch Tilghman 
Island and sh the sallow waters there. From 
time to ime T would top the motor and listen 
for any boats. I guess thatthe Wwatermen Were 
slreadytonging or having late cup of cafes 


In the Fog 


By Mark Holland 


Al was silent and, as luck would have 
ihe fist thing to loom up otf the fog was 
the very le fst market for Harris Clack. 
hess y nines were prety go tty I 
Sas algo the moming October 31, 199?) that 
2 schoo! bus ana sem tuck collided nthe 
fog on R30 in Easton killing the bus driver 

i have always Wed fahing tn fog On 
Cape Cod I'would launch the eanoe ai the 
fats hots in Yarmouth and paddle out onto 
the fats hte between Denis and arma 
ie Hab channel athe end of Sandy Neck 
By listening for the terms leaving the nesting 
Colony by Lone Tree Creek I sould gather 
the dfecdon of ett Bight by fllowige tL 
ould generally come onto. feeding Hen 
OF tems lls and sped bas, Sometimes 
aout a hal acre of breeking fish wold su 
found the cane feding on can els 

itis sight [have repeated any times 
on Cape Cod and on the Choptank On the 
Capel padled everywhere so ad ot sate 
She On hs Chop {wold motor up 
{bigot abead of te Reding Weney and thee 
ttrg off the motor and pide io the sh 
tnt they surounded the canoe. But let one 
boat ith ¢ motor funning show up in tat 
Shallow water an de isk ould sound nd 
not resurface unl ang Way af 

Back othe fog agsin, ery inthe mom 
ing ater leaving the Tarn and running the 
[that Hine Crk then pasng thé ond 
of fighman island in fog the eaoe, with 
is Gb sandhag ted inthe bow ss bait 
never go anywhere n any canoe witout my 


Come aboard! 


The Traditional Small Craft Association, 
Inc, (TSCA) works to preserve traditions, 
skills and lore of small work or pleasure 
boats developed in the days before internal 

The combustion engines. 

Traditional join a growing crew of small boat enthusi- 

Smal Col ass who paddle row, poke or sail some of 

Auzociation. the finest watercraft ever created 

POBox, Contact your nearest TSCA chapter (nearly 

Mintic Cr Warelisted on aur website) Find out how 

pe | toconnect with like-minded souls, 

sovmtscanet | _ or form your own group, and en- 


jy the thrill of “simply moss- 
ing about” in boats. 
Enjoy our quarterly, The Ask 
Breeze, and stay abreast of 
boatyard, backyard,and 
_— = 


Mombership starts at $20 
igo on, today. 


‘on-the-water 
activities. 


28 ~ Messing About in Boats, July 2017 


ballast except for once many years ago. How. 
ard Wileox of Syracuse and T were trying to 
See if we could make it through the break 
ers at Nauset Inlet on Cape Cod. We had five 
tries and four failures, The one success saw 
ts half full of water in the 15" canoe but we 
did Tear a thing or two. 

‘When caught sideways in a breaker and 
going over do not dive off on the shore side 
&s the wave will slam the canoe into you 
Dive off the ends or better yet leave early on 
the offshore side, Short lines tied tothe ends 
of the canoe wil help in later recovery. 

Moving on, we, the canoe, the ballast 
and I, had just passed Tilghman Island headed 
for te entrance to the Choptank River chan 
nel. About one third of the way there «huge 
‘weird shape loomed up out of the fog and 
from our canoe I mean twas huge and weird, 
I'as so shocked it was « wonder that I didnt 
swim back to Tilghman Island, Noting that ts 
anchor was set I realized I was not going to 
get run down by this monster and, after my 
Herves had settled down, 1 could then take in 
the beauty of what was indeed the AIMS Rose. 
noticed a crew member on deck waving at 
me 30 1 waved back. I no longer recall i the 
Rose was on it way to Baltimore of lea 
ing, but she had pulled up and spent the night 
at anchor. 

“The following isthe last of my “in the 
fog” experiences Iwill tell for now, but T do 
have lots more. Cindy and I were siting st a 
window table atthe Boss Oyster a few fect 
from the Intercoastal Waterway in Apalachic 
ola, Florida, Darkness had artived ending a 
dreary, foggy, wet day. AS we were enjoying 
Some ofthe best oysters on the East Coast and 
Tooking out into the darkness, out ofthe fog 
‘maybe 30” away came a big black pirate ship 
‘without lights. We couldn't believe our eyes as 
it lid by and ed up a the in just a few fet 
tothe eat. We later learned that twas headed 
for the Gaspaila Festival in Tampa 

‘About oysters, the only oysters that 1 
liked beter than the Boss oysters were some 
big red back oysters back in the 0s out of 
the Bass River on Cape Cod behind the bait 
shop run by John Cusick and his mother on 
the West Dennis side ofthe river. But those 
says of gta hl hing i both fe and 
Salt water ae long gone 
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Nine Everyday Things a Sailor is Better At 


By Tyson Jopson, from the Website Scuttlebutt, Submitted by Bruce Robbins 


You're winning at this life thing. You're 
well travelled. You have strong opinions on 
the meat industry and an arsenal of impres- 
sive life hacks you picked up while back- 
packing in Burnia, You can open a wine bot. 
{ie with your shoe and cut a sarong in half 
using just a cat. Your family thinks you're 
reat because you can make baklava from 
memory out of tainwater. But. 

Bu there's always someone out there 
who is cooler than you. Like sailors. You'll 
never be as cool as a sailor. Here are nine 
everyday things they'd erush you at without 
ven tying. 

1 Parallel Parking 
yous reat at paral parking You sould 

the president of it. The words thre point 
tum don't even exist in your vocabulary. But 
you're an amateur. Try backing a firetruck 
{without rearview mirrors) into car wash, on 
round made of water, during a thanderstorm, 
{That's what sailors do. They call t docking 
2:'Walking Straight When Drunk: Your 
poker face isa farce, We all know hove many 
fequilas youve had as soon as you seesaw 
tothe bathroom like a sausage in 1 pin- 
ball machine. Legs don‘t lie unless you're 
A sailor. A lie on the water imbues sailors 
With a liguescent center of gravity. The more 
fuid you pur inside them, the straighter they 
walk: In fact, i you see a sailor off kiler you 
Should probably buy him a drink 

8./Stright Facing a Double Entendre 
Sailing terminology is (wait for it) an ocean 
teeming with metaphors, puns, double enten- 
Ares and that’s what se suid You can’ think 
‘of a boating pun that hasnt been exhausted 
Chckling at words and phrases like "breast 
lines." “cockpit.” “coming about" and “in 
need of a tg’ is the sole folly of us landlub- 
bets. Find someone who can. without finch: 
ing, presenta Seaman Discharge Book (es 
that’s an actual thing) to-a customs offi 
and you've found a sailor. 

Giving Directions: “Ja, so lke tke a 
right by the tree and then pass the school. [ 
think i’-a school. Maybe i’ prison. A few 
blocks belind thats a road. can't remember 
the name of i but just cali me when you're 
outside.” These are not directions. These are 
<langerous non sequturs that cause people to 
remain seated in their own gaseous emissions 
longer than they should If people gave bet 
ter directions there'd be a smaller hole inthe 
‘ozone layer. Sailors know this (and they’ 
not even the ones using all the ful). They 
ako know that onthe ocean vague direction’ 
an lead to death, Or worse, Port Elizabeth 

5. Dressing Appropristely: Weather ap. 
shmeather app. Even the best ones resort to 
Some measure of horoscopic hocus,pocts 
and the problem is nobody has built one out 


I know, 1 know, 


of actual human bones. Sailors have bones. 
‘They have bones that tingle, crack, wobble 
nd creak, Sailors can feel inclement weather 
in theit bones before the weather even knows 
its Teling inclement. Ifyou want to know 
What to wear forthe day find a sailor and 
Copy what they're wearing. Except epat- 
Tees, Never wear the epauletes 

6. BDSM: Don't fb. The reason you've 
never been open tothe idea of bondage isnt 
because its taboo, Is because you te rub: 
bish with ropes. Tying your bea to bed 
postinn't the same as tying a shoelace, There 
fre safety issues. A combination of poor 
Topemanship and a slippery surface can tur 
into an emergency very quickly and nobod 
swans tobe gnawing ona granny knot next 
toablue cadaver when the police ative. You 
Know who knows a thing of two about knots? 
Sailors They could sting up a wrestler with 
birthday’ ribbon. And, more importantly. 
une him afterwards 

7 Palling a Ali Nighter: It was the pil 
lar of your tertiary education, but somewhere 
slong the line the isouctance of burning the 
Iidnight oll tuned to chronic anxiety. The 
‘only thing that burns in your house alter mid 
hight now is the office block you've torch. 
Ing in your dreams (satistically the most 
satisfying dream experienced by the pro 
tari). Calfeine is impotent, hardcore drums 
fnd biss is dscombobulating and even The 
Panic Monster cant keep you awake any- 
more. But stlors are fueled by something 
Stronger than caffeine and panic combined 
fear of the unknown. The dcean is capri: 
cious mistess and much ike the Wwiters of 
Lost sailors don'talways know what's going 
to happen next. They've prepared for every 
eventuality And that requires being awake 
SULTHE TIME. 

8. Leng Things Go: When something 
falls in the ocean i's gone forever (unless 
you're James Cameron). The only thing to 
dos forget about itand move on while mut. 
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tering something profound like, “It belongs 
to the ocean now, man.” Atsea if you dont 
team to let thins go, you drowa, Sailors 
sould make prest psychologist. 

9. Denocragy, Jokes, Sailors don't 
know what that is, On a boat the captain is 
always fight, Even when he's no 


Why No New Build? 
By Frank Stauss 


On April 1, 2000, I retired from my 
job in law enforcement. [always thought 
that building a boat would be an interest 
ing endeavor so in June 2001, [traveled to 
the WoodenBoat School in Brooklin, Maine 
sand built a Shellback dinghy. On September 
35, 2014, finished my last boat, a Deer Isle 
Koster, Between the Shellback dinghy and 
the Koster I built two kayaks, an Adirondack 
Guideboat, a Weekender sloop, Core Sound 
17 and a Cocktail Class. Racer. With the 
exception of the Weekender (which I donated 
to the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum) 1 
still have and use all ofthe boas. 

Friends and acquaintances” are always 
asking me what Lam working on now. My 
answer since the Koster completion has been 

nothing new, just maintenance and repair 
work on the fleet." The next question asked 
is why no new build? T have fWwo answers t0 
offer ‘The firsts Truly haven’tseen anything 
that interests. me enough to want to build 
Well, that isn’t entirely true. !am very fond 
of the Shantyboat Lisa B. Good. Problem is 
iejust can't be builtin my garage, So until | 
figure outa solution it might just be the boat 
that got away. My second answer is one per- 
son CAN have too many boats, 1 know that 
Sounds strange coming from me but | kinda, 
maybe, quite possibly think that it could be 
true. Atleast that’s my story unt I figure out 
where to build that sweet shantyboa 
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Pushing 30 


Pushing 30 and then some, 1 went any- 
vay. Nov mind yt the previously desired 
location, | knew it vas blowing when | left 
the dock. Putin the only rel, T changed 
boas because | just wasn’ sure jst how the 
fepafed sll would holdup. A few days ag0 
TRBelaw pullout ofthe wet tn some Sina 
‘wid and withthe repair made saw Leould 
fave dont beter 

So went south, the same diction 
from whic the winds Blowing. thnk 
ing it damage occurred I could iit back 
somehow or another My small 12: foeter Is 
ihe same length. give or ake an inch or two. 
theo Rie ce was ising down belo! 
South America Not even close as to ually 
either, difference being his breeze was Ines 
fimer'mine but then is far ay sallog Bors 
AES najr league und Fins Kndergare A 
whole ober ballgame, quite an accompli 
meat io hapten 

‘his etre shows my litle one at rest 
bowandsfamanchers TH spt usually Oy 
takes me about an hour fo teach, today the 
tine seca to re hous with mishap or 
to along te way Fast nas the oyster et 
IFT keep ta’ up he boton soins to need 
major attention Second, up on tat sme eet 
Ihe nuder popped off Wiha Bt sts ice 
foresight I ave Water shoes on 


cael aa 


[tthe cut, eventhough the wind was as 
strong as it was, the cuent exiting one bay 
into another was Keeping the boat beam on the 
‘ind, Not quite able to igure the best way to 
fnchor in these conditions, I pulled the boat 
through tothe other side and anchored in, of 
all the wrong places, on the lee shore. The lee 
Shore it was; the wave action stopped 50 oF 
6) yards of the beach, Ie had every appear 
nce ofa lake with plenty of wind. Knowing 
the forecast forthe next couple of days, wind 
South or southeast, [figured i was ago. The 
bottom was a mix of weed of sand and only 
ce deep 

‘There I stayed. 1 set the bower by hand 
and did the same" with the stem anchor, 
4 maishroom. During the night the wind 
increased bit more, the mushroom pulled 
out and reset self and 1 illed to pages of 
to dos ina small notebook. Notes mean for 
Creature comforts mostly and stowage 

“The boat, a Lehman 12 atthe ime it 
was built it was designed as a daggerboard 
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Meanderings 
Along the Texas Coast 
By Michael Beebe 


cat rig as still raced on the west coast. My 
litle git! is sporting two leeboards, a small 
ccuddy and a lugsail. I put 90lbs of lead shav: 
ings in her belly and she sails nice as can be, 
even in the stiff breeze 

Tame home and went to work on mak- 
ing her a bit more comfortable. Plans in the 
making, mostly in my head. I'm hoping to do 
the Texas 200 with her and I'm thinking to 
leave from here, don’t know quite how that 
‘will work, time will tel, it's just an idea for 
now. There being two directions, the hard 
‘way as itis being called, and it will be, and 
the regular way, which is hard enough. 

‘A few years back I was all set to go but 
‘went to be with my brothers and sisters at my 
mom's when she passed. It all happened the 
‘week prior to the June start. My wife and I 
‘got back on Monday and she suggested I hop 
in as the crew sailed by. Well, [jumped in a 
day early and figured to wait for them at the 
next stop. Seeing how I felt, I just kept on 
going. A day ahead, alone with iy thoughts, 
the sail to Magnolia Beach was Such an on 
again, off again thing for me, I kept going to 
Port Lavaca, 

Tidid meet one boat there who had done 
the 200 that year, when asked about myself, 
didn’t say anything. It was too soon, f now 
realize. So maybe this year, last year car trou- 
ble kept me from the event 


‘What Now? 


But considering, what now? The boat 
is almost finished, of the next one started 
even before tis new one hax even gotten 
set_Ask that guy in Scandinavia, he Iinever 
finish whats eft upstairs, neither will we 
So why not admit i, take a look around the 
Supermarket, not atthe young pretty, look 
t'what's coming dovin the aisle you're on 
nd the direction we all shal and are going 
‘That old guy, had able to do his shopping 
that’s you and 1 So get over it, put the boat 
in the water and go sailing, buid memories 
forget that fifth layer of varnish. Then again, 
if sawdust and reflections in clear coats are 
ou thing go fri, just go for i ust please 
dona at my TO! pat job. 

“This disease we call life, as we march 
off for such perfection thats, by the way, 
never achievable and, being the weaklings 
that we ae, influenced by the Tew stout 
tong us clamor after that unachievable to 
often unatanable ring on the carousel ride 
Of yesteryear, So go for it. Enjoy the ride 
Might swell. We're all going to the same 
end, albeit at separate times. The proverbial 
Know thyselr™ really pays off in sense of 
contentment one wil never know chasing 
Sother’s dreams 

Te been sailing a lot lately, four or five 
times a week. Yes, i ge, do enjoy i And 
enjoy the building as. well 1 really don't 
enjoy the magazines though. I don't know 
‘what my problem is. used to enjoy reading 
them, not now. Two fe subscriptions came 
Tas year and this. Not wanting to offend, of 
notable to explain pecbaps, tm thinking of 
turning in a change of address 

Years back, while surfing, I attended 
two surfing contests in my 40 some years 


of riding boards. I left both times frustrated 
‘and went surfing. Maybe that’s it. I'd rather 
be sailing than reading stuff that doesn’t hold. 
my ever shortening attention span. I think 
F'm hopeless. I was telling a fellow about my 
cexperience/desire of checking out fellow sail- 
‘F's boats at different gatherings. How disap- 
pointed I was atthe lack of innovative ideas 1 
‘was hoping to see. I lack sorely in my ability 
in outfitting a small boat 

1 buy books solely for that purpose, to 
leam how other small boat sailors did what 
they did. We're encouraged not to go off 
half baked, file float plans, get our ducks all 
in a row, yet the how tos seem in short sup- 
ply. I've read the Swede, Rob Roy, Ida Litle, 
the Wayfarer couple, Tinker Belle and a host 
of others and yet I search for more. Just get 
‘on with it. Well, there I go again, so I best be 
‘getting on with i 


1 Learned This While. 


1 teamed this while boating. That line 
was a page tle in'a monthly boating rag 
published on the California cous in bygone 

ears. It probably could be reinvented. 
omeone der than me because from what 
remember, those doing the writing athe ine 
Tearned how not o repeat the class 

(On the other hand, I've eared hows to 
push off moored barges and concrete bulk. 
Freads from almost any’ wind direction and 
condition. Most would be Mailing them- 
Selves mercilessly if they put themselves 
tp against the docked tugs more than once 
rubbing against the many tres lining their 
Ses. Me? I keep a paddle handy, giving a 
Wave and a smile to the crew aboard. It gets 
ite dicey at ines, being on this leasing 
urvell ind myst 

‘Once, while sailing my Red Top, the 
Lena 12" heading back in, sang. 
take a look under the boom and se the barge, 
in motion with a ctew member on the bows 
directing the t's captain just as to where I 
Was, a mere 210” off the barge’s bow. Offer- 
ing my sincere apology tothe crew member 
and taking my hat off and hanging my head 
8 Tsiled by the tug, how do T explain how 
to keep out of such situations, a simple pa 
tention works for most for me it dockat 
Seem to have any effect 

‘An example, when my niece was here 
leaming the ropes sling with me for four 
days, ifs blowhng and she gave me the tik 
let, Once in the channel my gliding past an 
anchored fisherman who waves and smiles as 
‘We pass 6" off is bow, was surprised, to 
Say the Teast, nother 10" and T would have 
‘eboned him told my niece to put that in her 
don'tdo section while sailing 

“The proverbial (SA: happens, it real 
does. gave the bar patrons 2 good Tauigh ont 
ftemoon sailing back tothe sip wile passing 
in font of the waerftont restaurant. I's like 
Thad my very own cheering section. Gettin 
‘out of that sane harbor past the restaurantbae 
Tound the shallows, not once or tice, But 
three times and they haven't moved, the sand- 
bar isin the same place everytime IT could 
Sy I leumed this while boating, it Would be 
Stick around, and give a wide berth. My wile 
“ays ts always someting” 

‘Seems she was repeating herself this 
pst Baxter Sunday when the rudder upline 
£0! wrapped around the prop. "What are We 
foing i do?” she asked 

"Get up thereon the stem and grab that 
pile, we'll swing ino this empiy ship tell 


her. After cutting the line and freeing the prop. 

its off we go. Tumed into a good day on the 

water | leamed long ago to get back aboard 
‘Maybe have leaned did a thing or to. 


Tiller Notches 


Tiller notches, ike height marks on 
wall o door post, are made to remember 
memorable oecesions. Times to took back 
upon. Some les are so beautfle were a 
hapless sailor to stat cating notches in the 
thing the athortes just mi 

boat vay fom him, 

[remember a beautiful cabinet made 
and displayed in Fine Woodworking maga: 
Zine, the builder when finished, drove a bent 
nd tasty mail ino the face of his eration, He 
did't give reson or explain himself just 
did ian fet tat that sucking out Peon 
ally T think it was a siatement telling us to 
nol take ourselves too serous. Ether way 
by the eatery generated by the readers one 
Would thin ae fellow: hammered the hal 
into someone else's work, Leave it be 

My tiller nota work of ar In fact, an 
od salt as they're called inthe sling world 
Called ther things elsewhere, said my 
Ter was disgraceful, “Looks ike it was made 
froma twoby four!” 

“it was!” came my reply. Actually it 
matches the rest of the Boat just ne Had T 
took the time to make a purty one, people 
‘would be wondering ust where {ited it My 
oats long ago acyuied the 10° look. They 
Took good rem 10"away, Oh tey ae stone 
builtough, made to. abuse and desecrate 
many a dock along the way 

1 really wonder why T get as-mam 
thumbs up aldo i begeming to wonder 
it'smy gray haitand the old guy thing giving 
ita go Perhaps, but I'l ake ust the same 
Yesterday the wife and I, alone with our dog, 
Ment fora sail in what we tw ter to 
[ed Top, only because the smal sud top 
is painted red I'm not one for naming Boats, 
Fed Top though seems to work just tne, But 
you'll hot find iton the transom. 

So we went fora sal the the of ws. 
Had the tip of the island all 10 ourselves. 
‘The small land out font of Cove Harbour 
tnowly sand, shin deep water, warm, the dog 
loved it as well his owners 

“he tiller notching idea came up later 
as we were out on our date night, Dry 
Queen tacos, minus the dog. Four times in as 
trany years my Linda has been out on this 
ite 12 footer Tee tothe same place and 
two diferent ones, Told her | was going to 
Inark the occasions, make them memorable 
in some way, that's where the tiller notching 
idea came about. She had a good laugh on 
that one, won't say just where her imaging: 
tion went then, but we got back home alight 
fand when the sum Comnes up, Il be outside 
inife in hand 


30 Plus and a Little 


Thirty plus and a little bit more. Two 
weather channels put the gust at 29. the 
area [was in was off the island in front 
‘of Cove Harbour. The wind wraps around 
the point and picks up speed giving a bit 
more in that area. That's where L went. 1 
spent about an hour there, sailing back and, 
forth trying to catch a few wind waves. I 
did indeed get a few, the momentum when 
picking up and surfing with a 12° sailboat 
ks quite a feeling, 


‘The lee shore a half Football eld away. 
atten could get dcey if ne Was tit the 
shore lined with cement blocks, the ther 
Shak mostly Sandso no problem ther. had 
ital io myself we used to say when surf 
ing," tally mined i" 

Td een eying ths spot for some time 
now and today seemed like a g0 and it Was. 
When lett the dock I fist Agured 0 sal 
north to Rockport Marin, about mile and 
hall When I orto the point the plans all 
hanged. It 9a wet, mosly spay, ho thick 
wate came aboard, was wet and had put a 
indbreaker ype jacket on Plus | was eth: 
Tred ie bos 

‘he boat handled ideally, with all the 
aplomb cede, She rose tothe wind chop. 
Poumnced up and over the biger stuff and ded 
just fine all inl. We hada good ime get 
fing to know one anoer a fitie Of mre, 
jut what we could expect 1 do this in foul 
Weather boeause I know someday T wil get 
Caught out n'some nasty stuf and I realy 
ik want any supeses)So push the ee 
side and hen a tle more 

Iepays off sea as think they're called 
Years tack when bulling 2 30 oar, the 
designer said go ut in sone rough ul nar 
home before sou head eshore, Well "mot 
going offshore, yet stilts good knowing just 
Stats 1 saat ean do 

‘And had iall to nyse 


Ploughing... 


“the Nan-Shan was ploughing a yansh- 
ing fro Upon the tele of he sea. Tis 
Comes from Joseph Conrad’ book, Tiphoon 
My antics while out and about hereon the Texas 
Cost amongst the shallows don't wax nearly 
So poetic, yet frtows nonetices, Some aes 
Ses shallow the aluminum rude dra a 
line showing jut where ve been Inthe weeds 
Ip there up bitand te oft Ths ere 
dosa very stubborn tiles need tbe cael 
fs wel, Using the care needed Tv found sing 
the sal.a hal sed leboard while lid over 
on the ie rll, we ean cra along prety od 
sting tonhete we want go 

Mostly it depends on ftom where I start 
crossing the fast gets thin ut there, Where 
Tsar and the dvetion of the wind he plays 
his part as well. A rudder line to raise the 
blade helps with both the boat and the fats 
bottom. Its best not to be tearing up or sie 
ing ay oe a 

tien site out and about in the shal 
lows the damage done by props Teft down 
is all foo evident. What are they thinking 
destroying the very habitats from which they 
hope fo est? Brings fo mind veaboards 
the marinas across te land, Some. always 
the few, trash the docks, pile personal iets 
ll argund, creating» general eyesore 

So Liveaboards get outlawed. because, 
like their inconsiderate brother fishermen 
they run it for others: Where {keep a boat in 
the water here ae two junk car hat havent 
been moved in months. the dacks ae geting 
Fall but the Hight bulb ill never £0 on 

ers get back to Joe's book. Nov he's 
a writer of the ninth depre, him and Jack 
London, among others, put out some stu 
Fe mentioned before hile reading to my 
daughters,'d stop reading and we'd talk and 
she ofthe pictures we Nad in out minds of 
the story beng fea. Of couse the shared 
thought and visions were ever the same, I 
ted to use it ay an exercise in observation 
that we alse things differently 


Mr London, while building his Snark 
used to have to punch ou many a story to 
‘eet payroll down at the shipyard. Then 
Way belore radio, his like was gobbled up by 
Teadets across the nation. Today, me thinks. 
were Jack to pen the same, he might just get 
2 dinghy buil for his story ines, But jst a 
plywood one 

Not to diminish one iota the ability of 
Jack London or Joseph Conrad, the faut 
ies not at their fet, no not at all. Somebody 
higher up in the education systems thought he 
Kw better of worse 

‘Get on with it then. While geting coun 
seling care from the doctor concerning: my 
Tecent minor surgery (ay nose shore), ay 
Wwite, during the diting conversation, syst 
the doc, "We gotrid of our TV 15 years ago.” 
We're both onthe same page even nthe same 
book, views on stling difer honesty though 
that ig nota dea! breaker, not even close 

Best we get t0saling, sailing the old 
fashioned way: no electronics. Could we do 
if? The Navy. read, is teaching once again 
hvigation with sextant. What might they 
be expecting as we go mersly down the road 


te 


Building Skin-on-Frame 
Double Paddle Canoes 


‘A valuable book for building. any 
skin-on-frame canoe, kayak, or rowboat 
Phi the chapter on using wit fr sibs 
Connects antient techniques with modern 
thaterials and design 
“png, kar and on 
fain Oughtred 
logical progression...a good 
bibliography. anda Istof sources! 
Nim Marsh, Editor Points Bast 
“graceful and beautiful ea.” 
‘Matt Murphy, Editor, WoodenBoat 
Magazine 
“Hilary Russell.chas._ demon- 
strated show to build a vessel that com 
Bins beauty and practicality toa degree 
rately achieved" George 
ot Baidarka 


To order Vi 
www.berkshireboatbuil 
plus plans, parts, classes and more 
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Environment 

‘The apanese whaling Net arrived home 
and unloaded the conentsof 333 whales they 
aught ding the season, The governmeat 
Steafutly claims thatthe annual hunt for 
‘SSiemte purposes" only. Thats enough BS 
to fertize toa commiclds for a year The 
Issuer come dows To to inporadt pont 
Companies continue to purcase whule ei 
for ie lubrication, perfune stay, protein 
fordog food anda plethora of oher wes The 
second soe isetncal how ineligent does 
peing have fo be before is unethical il 
them? Obviously whales, dolphins, chimps 
dnd elephant (nd pigs) are miles ahead of 
fos als nellsace They are sane 
than atypical two year olson OK to grind 
Up children's bodies for commercial ise? 
‘Along those lines, how low must the group 
count be belae's species Is cndangered ang 
ial to the environment? Personally don't 
tse perfume and | Wear a digial watch I a 
Foley worth the slaughter of whales? 

‘the Great Barer Reet sttching over 
2200Kmm northeast of Australia, i the home 
io 600" pls som and hard orale that in 
Tumis gne of the wodt's foremost Biolog” 
Kel nutes that convents, COs into orgueh 
‘he reel fs bleaching (dying) at tapi rate 
Becatne of pollution, expecaly COs emis. 
sions ha experts bane tn coal baring pole 
iution and. global warming. (again blamed 
on CO), However, some experts place the 
Blame squarely on the shoulder of pou 
sium, nifogen and phosphorous fron farm, 
not 'In Nisa, Nn a abundance oF 
tourists scuba divers and cruise ship dump. 
Ing and no-one can be surpesed that some 
St miles died during 2015416. The ecology 
ofthe ret is extraordinarily fale: some af 
Which has remained unchanged Tor hundreds 
Oribousands of year 

Six species of tures return to the reef 
to propagite 318. specs of bis depend 
on the ret for esting, 2195 plant species 
Aboud there and mary are found on tere 
and large: quanites of ish and oer sea 
Sreatresddpend onthe eet We may be sell 
dearucung faster han we think. Late be 
speci, the CO: is changing the ph ofthe 
ater around the reel Thigalows species not 
naulveto ibe region wmuliply exponentially 
‘The Brite Statish othe pray culprit 
the bleaching of reefs and thas, 1 this pola, 
few enemies It isa complicated and conver 
tied’ ecological proces det 10 unde 
Sand erect 

Cn the more positive side ofthe eolog 
ical sty ste tale of he Taneanian Kiar 
SpayToad's litte amphibian just scan 
ted ine carly 1990." About ie size of & 
die, the lille toad exited only in one spot 
om earth, in the splash zone ofa waterfall in 
‘Nica When Tehvania toed the water 
int. hydroelectric source eliminated the 
Constant spray neceswary for the toads ext 
tence, Working wit he Bronx Zo, the gov 
trnmen took 600 plus toads aboraiones 
Inihe US and Africa where scientist ted 
Team about their mating habits, food, socal 
ization etc, With a fe years the oad wag 
Galt innature Butte bee absinthe US 
{ihe Brows and Toledo 200.) and one in Tar 
ania managed to produce over a towsand 
mow toa 

‘Rinnia developed_a. small wedand 
using pipes vith mull holy imitating the 
Spray a water. The American and Al 
{th om lab toads fave slowly ben ein 
ted the wld very suscesey: Whe 
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Over 
the 
Horizon 


By Stephen D. 
(Doc) Regan 


‘may seem stall potatoes to many, the tum 
phat saving ofa species was important to the 
‘African nation which fakes great pide in its 
{alvaton ofa native animal, and it was impor 
tant to zoological experts who gan significant 
insight into the Biodversiy of ou planet. 

The Fish and. Wile Service had 
banned lead ammunition and fishing tackle 
Me Trunp's Secretary of the Interior, Ryan 
Zinke, has now immediately overtumed the 
Sanction ‘with a bos to the National Rifle 
‘Association. Hunters love Tead bullets and 
shells because they are sot, expand as they 
ita target and provide an easier kill that 
sicel shot. Anyone who bas eve shed prob: 
bly used lead shot as weight on thee Line 
myself included 

“The conservation folks and the health 
people abhor lead for a variety of reasons 
Including the fact that lead is often in small 
batches in meat processed from the hunt and 
isingested by Bumans- Lead in the water 
stays is poisonous and not easily extracted 
specially in rural well. But the biggest 
drawback to lead ammunition is that most 
of it ends up on the ground and consumed 
by criters in the Woods who die because of 
if Unfortunately, ead in outdoor sports has 
become apolitical ise, especially between 
the conservationists and the hunters. With 
jour modern technology middle ground 
is possible, but with the amount of money 
the environmentaliss and the NRA toss out 
to politiclans, it will remain a contentious 
Political football 

Academy” Awards, Emmys, Pulitzer 
Prizes are all honors bestowed upon people 
‘who have accomplished something good. At 
interesting "prize is having a parasite named 
alter you. Biologist Eric Les hamed a newly 
discovered species of catfish parasite aftr his 
mentor, Becky Lasee, Henneguya lise. This 
prise closely resembles Henneguya suter- 
Tan that was named for Lasee’s late husband 
snd so named by former student Matt Gif 
‘These parasites te found on the gills of fa 
bead cts onthe Upper Mississipi 


Gray Fleet 

Within the Five Sided Center for You 
Gotta Be Kiddin’ Me, the Gold Sleeves of the 
US Navy voiced deep frustration with their 
‘Coast Guard counterparts for not rolling over 
and playing dead. Fist they suggested that the 
‘Coast Guard be placed within the realm of the 
Navy and out ofthe Homeland Security office. 
Painting the cutters haze gray and mounting 
‘guns on their decks, they posit, would assist 
the President in increasing the number of ships 
while not boosting the budget. 

In April the Double Braids stated in the 
Proceedings of the Naval Institute that the 
‘Coast Guard deserves the 11.8% cut in budget 
proposed by Mr Trump because they “cozied 
3p" tog meh fo the previps Commander in 

ef, President Obama. The Navy has long 
been linked to the Republican Party (a survey 
‘at Annapolis several years ago noted that the 


vast majority of Midis felt more akin othe 
Goran the Dems) 

On top ofthis if that be possible, the 
Presifen dnd the Navy espoused the "dle 
fubllshinent of the Slariime Safety and 
Sceurty Team and the Martine Securty 
Response Teums’ (p?Seapower April 017). 
‘This would eliminate port security and mar= 
time ‘nfrastucture protection, Clearly gur 
pons don't need proecion, our mechan! 
Ras don't need fescuing and legal aliens 
eno pooblem because of te Walland they 
probably cant swam 

Semper Paraus,alvays prepared, i the 
Coast Guard moto aid he} eontnue to ght 
foradduonal lee cutest sist commensal 
trae. Wih the myriad of missions ang: 
ing fom drug interdiction to Ife saving 1 
navigational id the Coase stl have thelr 
biggest ight on hand, not inte ear foam 
Nos gale and howling wind but inthe Halls 
or Congress and the comdors of the White 
Tous, Riditlous 

is ivump vowed «380 ship Navy and 
hes dawn ine Inthe sand. Perhaps he ean 
Pest accomplish his goa! by redfimg what 
iSand what's nota ship. ne ecent column 
poied thecountotshipeise oly debated sub 
Jectand dif realy fom the Otic of Bud. 
fet Managemen he Defense Department the 
‘White Huse and Congest Sinly adjust the 
population by including ships by ihe group 
Tx suggest he gretet numbers 

‘Arulck not oceanle example, a large 
cargo plane lease by the DOD thes mili 
ago fllver the world but he crew evel 
ian (the plot sa relative of mine) and the 
Plane iself is leased by a company which 
Teases it from an invest group. Which 
bons a plane leasing company®s is ork 
this nova mary cago plane? Isa tanker 
Tease toma company ahd “rented tthe 
Navy fora lengthy period of ime considered 
Pal the fet Poses the Sip of Pooks 


Maritime Fleet 

Who owas whom [APs company that 
develops power eleewones and deetonie 
launchers is owned by BAE_ Systems lnc 
TAeroet Rocketdyne Holdings” purchased 
Coleman ‘Acrospace fom L3" Technologies 
fhataves Acre Rocketdyne acess to Cape 
Candverl Ait Fore Staton, LAE Aerospace 
fis merged with Sonaca Group as an clement 
Or another group. Fld, Mechanics; whe 
designe econ Systems for maine desl 
engines, s prt of Orange that s owned by 
Fell Royce Power Systems that owned by 
Rolls Royce Ine In this fat world, none of 
The above are tally within the US. Olices 
may exist in St Lous but the president may 
be German who answers tos baad of rger 
roup in France with headquarters in Hay A 
Ship engineered in Germany, built by a com 
ay in lyri owned by a conglomerate of 
Investment groups in Greece and leased To a 
company in is Angelus which in tun leases 
{hep toa company’ in Hong Rong and 
Ragged in Panama or the toll ese of an 
company in Qatar 

ot the st time the US will become 
an export of mature gus Arena ls tt 
ren shipping one milion barrel of natural 
fas and a similar amount of Liuid Natural 
Gis making usa vanking meme of he fel 
Spi and pushing ase OPEC nancially 
nt politcally. Ths is simply because of 
frackng. a complex method of forcing high 
Dressie water an ile snd int limestone 
csp bencah carts sutace. Imerenngl. 


it is relatively cheaper than drilling and the 
product is more environmentally safe. One 
maritime official called this “the single big- 
gest energy innovation of the last 100 years 


Inland Waterways 

In 2008 the ‘Cedar River that flows 
acrost Towa and tough Wo. of ts lag. 
fst cis flooded fo incomprehensible es 
tis, 32" over food stage The inundation in 
Cedar Rapids destroyed 5,000 houses andthe 
Clownigwh aca wana sty and al under 
water One hospital ha water 2 deep 0 
The ist foo ad the basement that used 
All the mechanical devices was completly 
tndervater Chy Hall the Coure Howe and 
the Fedral building were severely damaged 

Since that tine the cy has developed 
«my of plans a ate protein sch 
as Mige carhen Wall and sg dled pla 
ie barter In 2016 waters again hammered 
the cy wih a 24" flood: However ts tine 
the protection worked wonders and damage 
Wastininoe Now Big Brother fom Wal 
Ington has stepped ly and ordered the dams 
tliminated or Se the chy gels no future 
funding for food conol. The Bureaucrats 
decid thar earthen dams were unaccepe 
able and must be replaced with conctete at 
tity expense. To top It of, Governor for Life 
‘ery Bransad dumped a parting gift onthe 
state by eliminating all money’ designated 
For ood contol lowa asa balanced bu 
fet clase nthe ste Conshtulion and Terry 
ETscovered he spent gneant levels shove 
the sates incobe foray him to sash tens 
Or ollions fom steady designated money. 
Mr Branstad has been welected as the ew 
‘Ambassador to China fine mess you got us 
(nto ste, Olle! 

(rings Brothers In isa complete termi 
nal along te linis River that provides sto 
age. transer of goods barging repairservces, 
onimoalty handling. tracking and rail service 
fd baring and toving. The corporation 
imasive and has cents along te nis 
Calumet, Des Panes and Chcage rivers 
Weal athe Chicago Santry and Shp canal 
This fra monsoes operatic that employs 
frgantan numberof people buteathes hile 
Section ouside the norte tae 

Mihi year the companys building a 
50,000 ton dome for handling concrete. 1.3 
thousand ton barge unloading facility fa Jl 
ie lino, anda new state of the ar unload 
Ins and Stage unt Tor fealzr and aagre 
gies near Hemy Ilinots. This, 

So acre aq 

thelargest inland rail terminal inthe US ind 
thics Pcommlinent te expansion Of caper 
trade in Middle America Corporat offal 
State that they constanly promote tel core 
‘ales of sevice, leming and entrepreneur 
‘hip: According her cstoms, ey das 
they a 

Je Agricultural Tansportation Work- 
ing. Group, & lose association of produces 
2eFicutul ndastice and am ordnations 
ship handlers exporters, port authorities and 4 
nya of ole incre parties have urged 
Cngress to deal wi he deteriorating wate 
Sap initrctre: They presi tia 
tum of $3.1 billon allocation inthe Corps 
OF Engincers Inland Waterways Tat ATWO 
txhibied data indeating a $23 bilion annual 
xp ark of gra nd US manufactured 
prodts that cou disappear without a ign 
Realy improved infaseuctre 

Cateunately people prefer 10 build 
new things tather than tepair old. things. 


[Amassing money fora new university bul 
ing is easy, gathering funds fora new beating 
System nigh on impossible, How much of 
the United States is attually underwater? See 
the end ofthe column forthe answer? 


Yachts 

Don’t you just love erazy people! Mark 
Kent wants to Set a new record for sailing 
across the Atlantic inthe smallest boat ever 
3°61 With a 15° mast and 300Ibs pounds of 
Food and water, this behemoth will follow the 
current from Atica to Miami. No doubt men 
in white jackets at the dock in Miami wil 
greet him should he survive 

‘The world. speed. record for sailing 
around the world was set by Thomas Colville 
in 49 days, 3 hours, 7 minutes and 38 sec 
nds. approximately. The previous record 
svas heldby fellow Frenchman Francis Joyon 
‘who smal paced around the plane in 57 days. 
Somehow I do not think that Princess Cruse 
Lines willbe trying to break that record 

Back im the day of Larinudes and Art 
tudes magazine, publisher Bob Bitchin 
decided to upgrade his yacht from his world 
renowned Last Soul t0 a new state of the 
ft Shannon Global 52 designed by Walter 
Schulz. He evidently bartered advertising in 
his magazine for high tech goodies. Then, 
in'a moment of great regret, Bob decided to 
allow a “company” to publish his rag so he 
could sail and write, unfortunately the com> 
Dany was a scam that took everything bu the 
bxygen out ofthe publication. End of maga 
dnecend of yacht = 

With over $800,000 already invested in 
the yacht, it remains in the Shannon factory 
about 70% complete. Both Bob and the Shan 
non folks would dearly love to rid themselves 
of this vessel and have reduced purchase price 
to measly $250,000. For any high-ender this 
isa whale ofa deal. See Casing Qupst for 
details Oh fora winning otery ticket 

Good Old Boat, a wonderful magazine 
published in. Minnesota, featured story 
About ‘The Slipper 17, a. boat previoush 
tinknown to me. Nick Hake destgned din 
fhies for several years prior to creating his 
‘wn company, Starboard Yacht Company. 
His 17-footer was called both the Slipper 17 
and the Seaward 17. Now his Seaward Sail- 
tots is owned by Hake Marine LLC and 
recently acquired Island Packet yachts and 
Blue Jacket yachts 

‘The Slipper 17 is easily recognized by 
its very high bow and plumb stem. It has a 
Stainless steel centerboard ina ballasted fn 
keel boasting a draft of 3° with the board 
down to.a measly 19° with itup. An angled 
Support mast looks weird and is weak but 
allows a nice single berth up front with an 
adjacent porta potty. The review noted the 
iboats ease of sling the i fractional rig and 
is trasportaility at 12S0lbs. The 8° beam 
proffer a stable ride and is perfect forthe 
frst boat sailors. About 800 of these beai- 
ties are floating around and can be had from 
$1,500 to $5,000 with a normal price for 8 
decently used boat at $2,500. 


Nautical History 

‘The modern rudder has & very long and 
interesting history. In a time before the pha- 
raohs and ancient Egypt most boats were 
designed with high pointed bows and sterns 
used mostly for river taflic. Those early 
boats tended to have the bow and stern held 
up by lines. Think Kon Tiki. As nautical evo- 
lution progressed rowers were added, occa 


sionally two or thee decks of them so tha by 
the Polyponesian Wars huge ships with bat 
tering rams were the state of the ar 

Certainly sails were developed in sun- 
dry parts of the world with Egypt making 
cotton sails while the inhabitants of oly. 
hesia wove leaves to make sil. These old 
Nessels oul be steered by the carsman But 
large steering oars quickly emerged even 
cn strictly padded boats. These steerboards 
(Ghat gave ts the word "starboard") grew in 
Size as the ships Were enlarged: Eventually 
these seerboarts were connected directly t9 
the ship as quarter rudders 

Of ‘course, it was. the Chinese who 
designed lat stems or ransom that allowed 
fn entirely different and more effective and 
eflicient steering mechanism, the modera 
centerline mde attached with pines and 
fudgeons. Ironically the Chinese were el- 
ther great sailors nor international merchants 
Simply because they had virally everything 
they needed. Austronesians from the Pace 
who also emigrated to Madagascar because 
[African coastal people did not create ves- 
{els capable of long sa journeys, also setled 
southern China 

“The Muslin expansion from 600-900 
AD (L sill use this old fashioned calendar 
System) required them to initiate seafaring 
despite a religious distaste for sailing. The 
Ouran stated. "The sea is a great creature 
upon which weak ereatures ride.” Umar, the 
second caliph recommended that Arabs be 
Kept away from the sea. "At worst Islam was 
hostile othe sea at best, ignored 

The need for trade and protection from 
marauders required a navy and the Ilamic 
States understood that necessity. AC fst they 
often enlisted their sailors irom Jews and 
Coptic Chistians. Arabs captured Alexan- 
dn especially for the docks and shipyards 
that they called dar a-sina’a, That walter 
‘Anglicized into our word "arsenal" These 
fsenals were established fom the Swat of 
Gibraltar to Egypt 

“The negative aitude toward the sea was 
funher seen when Abd al Rehman I created a 
navy inthe Sth century It was decree that no 
Muslim could be deated against his will for 
sea duty of people could py for someone else 
to fll their slots. Berets, Vsigohs, native 
fshemmen and Copts made up crews of most 
‘Arab ships. Unlike the Byzantine fleets where 
Sailors were expected to be rowers, soldiers 
Sand ship repairmen, the Arab navy required 
more specialization. Selected men Were 
trained i ship repair, thers were acquired as 
tarnes, some Were educated as ship builders 
fn some were responsible for supply. Off 
cers had to be skilled in navigation, koowl- 
tege of the stars, currents, tides, meteorology 
Sind medicine. In the final analysis the Arabs 
rated the fist professional navy 

(answer: In terms of legal jurisdic. 
tion, 50% of the US is underwater (thanks 
Cruising Ourposd. 
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Triton isa one of a kind Marblebead 
pond yacht This boat ts said to have been 
builtin 1934 and sailed on Red's Pond, Mar 
biehead, Massachusets through the 1960s, 
[A that time she Belong to Eddie Benjamin 
‘who was given the Boat by aclub member 
Ede worked atthe boatyard on the edge 
ff Red's Pond and owned the boat though 
the "30s and "60s. The boat was rigged for 
Sane sailing at tat time, John’ Snow Jim 
Dolan and ers remember sailing against 
this boat, She disappeared sometne tthe 
Tate 60s and was discovered in Maine on 
shelf in'a boatyard by the late Les "Bud 
Connor, He recognized the boat and acquired 
fereturning her fo Marblehead 

“The author purchased Tritnia_ from 
Worth Marine n 2000 and restored her, 1g 

ing het for RC sailing The boat came with 

Bill Bithell sails (ine Eayptian cotton) which 
were recently reured and replaced witha suit 
nade by Alan Suydam, Her hull  vercal 
tread and butter Constaction and she was 
Fgged with original A Fisher and some cus 
tom tings The boat restoration was possible 
because ofthe knowledge and sills earned at 
‘WoowenBoat School in the lasses taught by 
‘lan Suydam and Thom MeLaushtin 

Tritt is very fast and acelerates 
rapily in light to moverate winds: She won 
fer clay at WoodenBoat School in 2009 
tnd SUIT and placed thi in her lass at the 
Bithell Cup on Red's Pond in October 2011 
tn 2013 she placed second inthe USVMYG 
National Championship Regatta, In October 
MiI5 the won the Bibel Cup Regatta on 
Reda’s Pond in Marblehead 

Tritona got her name as esl of com 
iments mae Red's Pond the day she Was 
purchased, "That boat is areal sip in the 
Wrater"The men atthe pod were refering t9 
the boat purchased by the guy fom the Phila 
deiphia area, the author. “tonia fs the name 
ofa type of sa slugThe boat i an excellent 
Tight to mexderate a bot and fun to sal She 
des not do too bay n high winds either 


Trisonia showing a clean pair of heels. (Photo 
by Jane Peterson) 


With all due respect to the gentlemen of 
Marblehead, their memories and comments, 
were much different during the 2013 Bithell 
Cup. They now remember, *...Eddie Benja- 
mins boat to be fast back then.” Biff Martin 
leaned in during a fast downwind leg and said 
“Eddie Benjamin would be proud.” 
Condition 

Tritonia was in very rough shape when 
‘acquired. The author had no idea what would 
be involved to get the boat ready to sail. Here 
is a list of the observed conditions: 
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Tritonia 
1934 Marblehead 


By John Stoudt 
Reprinted from The Model Yache 
Journal of the 
US Vintage Model Yacht Group 


‘The deck was to small, It was 1875 
smaller in length and width The ballast bots 
sere rusted fast The allast bolts were cast 
into he lead ballast, The ballast was loose But 
in good condition 

‘There was. “wooden keystone” that 
aligned the ballast onthe kee 

‘thee was brass handle attached under 
the ballast bots, 

"he ive cots of paint were peeing and 
chipping on the hull! copper, Be, sreen 
rebrand one coat of ant outing pat. 

"The. hatch wast poor it and a 
recent aditon 

"The rig was of recent constriction, in 
usable condiion and fited ith Bil Bithell 
sails made of ie Egyptian cotton 

The tumbuckies. gooseneck, jb ft 
ting and jenny stay (upper spreader) were AI 
Fiber tings 

“Allott fitings were custom made of 
(0469 sheet ras, 

"The vane steering. gear was missing 
except fora ass poston squat brass base 

TA few loose iting. deck beams, were 
found when the deck Was removed. These 
Beams had no euryatue 

"The inside of he hull had two coats of 
prin, cream over a preen 

‘The rudder Was sheet steel cover: 
ing, something that gave it some weigh, 
peepr woot ee i 

“The rudder tbe was lose inthe hl. 

The rudder shoe was made out of sheet 
stel and was in poor conition 


Clean Up 


Tritonia at rest. (Photo by Nicholas Genovese) 


‘The boat needed alot of clean up before 
the reconstruction could begin. The process 
Wass Follows: 

Detailed” sketches were made and 
dimensions taken so the ofiginal locations 
oul be taken into consideration as the boat 
was reassembled and rigged 

“The iings were removed from the 
deck and the ll 

The deck, which was coated with cream 
colored paint, was removed from the hull This 
involved the removal of over 40 bras wood 
screws. Many were sipped in their holes 

Finish remover was used to clean three 
coats of paint fom the deck Hole patterns on 
the deck were studied to determine what the 
original ig may have locked lik. There were 
So many holes i was impossible to make any 
Togical deduction about the atrangement of 
the orginal deck Biting 


‘The inside of the hull was cleaned using 
finish remover, cabinet scrapers and a rotary 
sanding pad on a Dremel tool. The inside of 
the hull was covered with drill marks made 
by a drill that might have been a modified 
Forstner bit. This was used to maintain the 
hull thickness during the construction pro- 
cess. These marks were about 1.25” in diam- 
eter. The tip and cutting edge of this this bit 
had been modified so it did not cut too deeply 
into the hull.'The hull thickness was very uni- 
form at slightly less than 25” 

The hull had. been constructed using 
vertical bread and butter. Three quarter inch 
pine was used throughout, 

The top inside edge of the hull had an 
irregular lip around its entirety. 

‘The rudder tube entry point and the area 
where it was attached were oversized and 
going t0 need extensive work. 

“The sails, as mentioned, had been made 
by Bill Bithell prior to his death. It is said that 
Greg Worth had multiple sets of Marblehead 
sails made by Bill in his later years. 

The sails are single panel sails. The foot 
of the mainsail was attached its entire length 
with a Jack line, The shape of these sails was 
exceptional and the boat, once completed, 
sailed well. The performance did not seem to 
be hindered by a fixed footed mainsail 

The ballast bolts and nuts had t have 
‘many applications of rust inhibitor applied 
before the nuts would release and the ballast 
ccould be removed from the hull 


Reconstruetion of the Hull 

Many things needed to be done to the 
hull to prepare it for use as an RC sailboat 

‘The exterior of the hull was sanded 
lightly. Some tiller was used in the process of 
fairing the hull and the ballast was re adhered 
to the fin keel with thickened West System 
Epoxy (WSE) and faired into the hull 

"A 2 wide strip of Loz fiberglass cloth 
\was applied to the entie centerline on the out= 
side of the hull, for strength at that seam, and 
faired into the hull. Both the inside and outside 
‘of the hull were then coated with WSE. 

‘A uniform rabbet was routed along the 
inside edge of the top of the hull to provide a 
place for the deck beams to rest. Deck beams 
\were then cut, notched, sealed and epoxied in 
location using thickened WSE, 

Using a longboard, the top edge of the 
deck beams were shaped (faired) into a uni- 
form curved surface. 

The rudder tube was remade out of 25 
ID brass tubing, epoxied and faired into the 
hull. The area on the inside of the hull was 
rebuilt using thickened WSE and a rudder 
thwart added. A new rudder shoe was made 
using 0625 sheet brass. 

‘A longboard is a -125"x3"x15" piece 
of aviation plywood with adhesive backed 
#120 grit sand paper attached. Handles can 
be added to make holding it easier. This will 
flex to the shape being sanded and will sand 
down the high points of the area being faired 
into a smooth curve 


Reconstruction of the Deck 

A new deck had to be built using '" 
aviation plywood. Today a special wooden 
deck might be constructed using planking 
technique with fiberglass reinforcing on the 
bottom of the deck 

‘A. 125 aviation grade plywood deck 
was cut slightly oversize. Small hatch open- 
ings were made for final fitting ata later time. 
‘The deck dimensions were checked often to 


ensure a good fit 

“The deck was dry fitted using tape. 
weights, elastic bands and clamps to ensure a 
{ight fit between the ull, eck beams and the 
deck. Everything was then removed. 

‘Thickened WSE was applied to the top 
ofall ofthe hull edges, deck beams and hatch 
‘opening frames. The tape, weights, elastic 
bands and clamps were reapplied to match 
the dry fit described above 

‘The seams between the hull and deck. 
and deck and hatch frames, were checked to 
ensure that there was “ooze” all along the 
joints and, after the epoxy had set, the clamp 
ing arrangement was removed 

“The: deck edge was then planted and 
sanded flash withthe hull 

“The hatch openings in the deck wer filed 
and sanded unt lush with the hatch frames. 

“The ear hatch cover was made to fit nto 
the ear hatch opening. The rear hatch cover 
could be cutout ofthe deck witha sharp knife 
So the grain matches. This would give s grain 
match appearance on the deck. The fit wil 
heed to be worked slightly to account forthe 
multiple coats of finish that will be applied 
torte deck opening area and the hatch cover 
‘The rear hatch cover was tached with fou 
2/0 Fl fathead brass wood screws. After the 
finish was applied and rubbed out,a very thin 
piece of adhesive backed foam insulation 
Sas adhered fo the bottom edge ofthe hatch 
over to ensure a waterproof fit 

‘The main hatch frame was built out of 
L-shaped wood and fit to the deck, joining 
Wig dec wn thickened WSE- wa ads 
to it tightly over the atch opening frame. 

‘The ftings were reinstalled onthe deck 
at the original locations 


Improving Titania 
Throughout the process conversations 
were had with varius people regarding ways 
to complete the boat and to make Mitonta 
Competitive. When the author went to Wood 
fenBoat School in. 2007 to take Alan Suy- 
dlum’s class to build a Vintage 36, Alan and 
the author had Conversations abodt the hull 
construction, the size and shape ofthe rud- 
der the rg and the tse of cotton sails, Thom 
MeLaughlin, Pete and Jane Peterson, And 
‘Abrahamson and others were also consult 

The udder needed tobe replaced 
because it was dented, heavy and overall in 
very poor condition, The decision focused 
‘on what size and shape a replacement adder 
Should take, sketched and built least four 
rddets until the current shape was alized 

“The curvature of the’ deck ad litle 
crown, The owner followed the design ofthe 
‘ld deck. In rewospect the deck should have a 
more pronounced crown of 373" 

‘Through sailing THtonia in. numerous 
events and having discussions more recently 
with Iwor Walton and others I've made 
‘ditional improvements 

“The height of the tig seemed abit low. 
especially for light ai. increased the height 
of the ig 3". This improved the perfor 
mance markedly. She catches at more easly 
ccelerates quickly, and sails fast in hight to 
moderate air e 

“The mainsal hit he lower shroud when 
running withthe wind. I moved the shroud 
racks forward one screw hole position. The 
‘open hole was filed with a Brass wood Sew 
ihe same size as those used to secure the 
shroud rack tothe deck. 

The jb boom attachment point was 4” 
back fon the fron of the ib Boom Because 
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the original AJ Fisher fitting was re used. Of 
ccourse this was a vane steered boat and the 
downwind jib movement was controlled by 
a traveler, rio longer in use. Without the trav- 
eler the dynamics of the jib sail are totally 
different using the original fitting at the for 

‘wardmost point of the jib boom. I corrected 
this by moving the jib attachment point back 
20°% of the length of the foot of the jib sal 
or 24". 


Building Tritonia It 

I've thought about making « Tritonia 
11 with design changes to improve her boat 
speed. Some of these changes are the result 
Of attending the Elements of Boat Design 
lass at WoodenBoat Schoo! taught by John 
Brooks. Inthe class we discussed how lov 
this boat sits in the water. The leeward side of 
the deck is awash when she fs cose hauled 
‘Theoretically this increases. the waterline 
when heeled over. This may also slow the 
boat. In the new version T would increase 
the deck height 25° above the waterline the 
entire length ofthe boat. 

Studying photographs of Tritonia under 
sail shows when she has reached maximum 
ill speed she squats in the stem and starts 
to climb her bow wave. Her rounded stem 
Contributes to this squatting inthe stem. The 
cure would be to straighten the lines ofthe 
hull at the stem on the sides to give the boat 
‘more flotation inthe ster, as shown on the 
revised plan 

‘Astone studies other boats built inthe 
“30s one will find the keel and skeg on Th- 
tonia to be unusual. The keel is rather long 
find the skeg i pronounced and extends for: 
svard tothe kel, The keel begins to form jst 
before the deep keel and continues aft to and 
includes the skeg. 

T wcould correct this by shortening the 
keel lenath to begin just before the deep keel 
And eliminating the full Keel shape from the 
dep keel to the skeg, as shown onthe revised 
plan would also reshape the skeg as shown. 

‘The original hull is bread and. butter 
constniction on vertical lifts, For the new 
boat I would use plank on frame construc: 
tion. Finally, L would make no changes to 
the rig, but i would cut the deck 
increase the crown on the deck to 


n't she just talk about that work 
table?” Yes. Yes, T'did but the work table 
about which I spoke before became unusable 
Because, well, 0 quote W.C. Fields (which 
come 1o tink of iT probabiy have before 
but anyway) “Things happened,” so the for 
mulation of Plan" beeame necessary 

Firs it became necessity thatthe firs 
step inthis process had tobe to pl together 
Something on which 1 could stand. while 
Working at whatever table which I came up 
‘with since eto skylight in the Asean 
in which 1am now living had allowed things 
to happen to the Noor i there that can happen 
to floors in such situations. 

or example, moisture and bacteria get 
together and say, “Lets make poting sol!” 
(Need I mention that the above mentioned 
retrofit was less than toll succesful on all 
points? And, of course, changed the Blue tarp 
ver the skylight at what [hoped were appeo- 
Date intervals, but well). OK, so maybe not 
$f thet oor a tly tent that point 
Set Ue potting sll stage, 1 mean) but was 
tose enough so that some prety immed. 
Ste action needed to be taken. Here art (Wo 
“efore” pictures, one showing the one by 
sixes {atthe top and bottom ofthe pitur) 
Which were used a sort ofa bridge to walk on 
So I wouldn't step trough the mushy OSB of 
‘which the last temporary improvisation (crea 
2002 or s0) was composed, and-one show. 
ing the “befor” floor with the one by sixes 
removed for use elsewhere 


Here is the floor “after.” that part of a 


rectangle at the lower right is the oven door, 
‘which fell off anyway som using it ina spot 
where it was needed. I'm now regretting not 
hhaving taken “before” pictures of the area I 
‘mentioned in Part V that I said I was consid- 
ering as the site in which Dancing Chicken 
would re hatch and in which I had stored 
some things. When I say, "I had stored some 
things,” well, I guess everybody knows what 
‘a wide range of actualities can be covered by 
that phrase, 


Dancing Chicken 


A Mini-Saga in (2) Parts, 
Part VI 


Copyright 2017 Gloria Sadler Burge 


Then, of course, the next puzzle piece 
was the table itself and how to Wrest it from. 
the realm of conjecture into that of reality 
More pallets? Indeed, those wonderful ready 
‘made modules will probably end up being the 
solution to that problem as well. Thad been in 
the process of gathering some that had been 
stored or in use elsewhere on the site, but 
then the weather got too busy doing things 
‘that weather likes to do in the spring in Maine 
to help me with that right away so I'l have to 
wait "ul I get around to it 

So next, the plans. In Part V I mentioned 
photo I still had after the fire because I had 
‘my Android in my pocket when I went up the 
trail to get that can of kerosene. Here's that 
‘one, from this photo it shouldn't be a problem 
to loft the bow section of the original Dane 
ing Chicken. Then again, since the original 
Dancing Chicken was intended to be a scaled 
down version of a Sucher scow, and since I 
hhave been pretty sure since then that the scal- 
ing I did may have been somewhat inaccu- 
rate, I thought about giving that part another 
shot. At the time I had neither the access to 
any computerized software for doing these 
sorts of things, nor the knowledge of how to 
use it, so I just did that part sort of intuitively 
or something. 


As a matter of fact, I still don't have 
aceess to boat building software, but I just 
ound out that I can go from this to this using 
Microsoft Paint. The original scow is 13°6 
and the modification is not to scale but is 
about 10°, although at this point I do have 
some elbow room regarding the length. 

“Why on earth would anyone want to do 
that?!" I can imagine someone asking, since 
the Sucher scow is graceful and beautiful 
and the modification is kind of well, maybe 
alittle bit clunky looking. But she looks a 
lot like a drawing I remember doing a while 
ago, which I no longer have. of the original 
Dancing Chicken. And I think that maybe a 
boat bit from a plan taken from that draw 
ing might work and might fulfill some of the 
design criteria such as being easy to build and 
comiortabe to use, ete 

Meanwhile, io quote Sallowpad the 
raven in The Horse and His Boy by CS. 
Lewis, “Nests before eggs.” So, the table 
Since it's fairly mild and its Friday and the 
‘weather looks like maybe it's had its fun with 
the really challenging stuff for the moment. 
(tight now it’s just foggy), it looks good for 


able for whatever. Hmmm. Also a board and 
a reftigerator door that's part of what I was 
using as sort of an auxiliary work table out 
back of the Terry Camper, composed of an 
old Workmate, the water’ heater from the 
‘Terry Camper (which I removed back when 
| converted the living room and part of the 
kitchen into the workroom for Talitha Cuni) 
and the above mentioned refrigerator door. 


So I've definitely got some possible 
looking puzzle pieces. Also, there is week: 
end coming up in which I will probably be 
able to put some of these together and ty t0 
get something to start hatching (or re hatch- 
ing)? We shal se. 


you can go| 


from this: 


to this: 
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At the end of the last episode I had con: 
cluded that this build had cost more than 1 
had expected ($450+) and weighed more 
than I had hoped (@39lbs), but I also realized 
that these problems were largely the result 
‘of my own decisions and inexperience with 
the SOF construction. I had some unexpected 
problems coating the new 10oz polyester 
fabric but overall had thoroughly enjoyed 
the build and was looking forward to the first 
sea trials.” 

Also, I had some thinking to do about 
my next project, whether to immediately 
build the second Chuckanut 12 or to wy 
something different first such as a Josh Withe 
“Sawtish" foam kayak or even the new Dave 
Gentry “Chatauqua” sailing canoe, 

Thad also thought 1 was pretty much 
done with the first Chuckanut 12 build but 
found there were a lot of details remaining, 
‘Therein lies this tale 

The GCI SitBacker Canoe/Stadium 
seat fit reasonably well into the kayak, but 
did require the last inch or so of the cockpit 
‘coaming to be removed so the frame would 
rest nicely on the fabric covering of the car- 
lins and would provide enough fore and aft 
movement of the seatback to adjust for com- 
fort. The seat also has heavy adjustable straps. 
underneath to permit attaching to a canoe seat 


for stadium bench, so all that was required 
was a 1"x3" to be attached athwartship under 
the floorboards to hold the seat in place but 
allow a little fore/aft movement. And the seat 
is easily removable for travel if necessary. 
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Dave Gentry 
Chuckanut 12 Build 


Part 4 


Stuff You Have Left To Do After 
You Think You Are Done 


By Jim Brown 


1 have seldom used the deck bungees 
con kayaks in the past but what the heck. it 
seems they might come in handy some day 
so went ahead and installed the only bun: 
fee. cord I could find locally which was ‘/is” 

ack and white and the color went well with 
the white deck 


It also became apparent that a footrest 
‘would be needed to keep the force transmit- 
ted through the paddle from pulling the pad- 
dler forward off the seat. This litte adjustable 
thing was clamped to the floorboards with 
wingnuts so it could be moved to accommo- 
date both my 5°4" wife and 6°3" myself. 


‘The next agenda item was some stain- 
less fittings to hang the kayaks from the 
hoists I had installed a couple of years ago 
‘on the garage ceiling. These two eye straps 
were installed in the center stringer just for- 
ward of frame #2 and in the center of frame 
#4. The ceiling pulley mounts needed to be 
moved slightly to adjust for the new kayaks. 
‘The cheapo hoists had been obtained from 
Amazon for about $25 each and work fine 


A quick test showed the Thule Stacker 
‘mounts on the Forester would not be satisfac- 
tory for this SOF kayak as they had been for 
the hardshell plastic kayaks as they tended 
to push in on the fabric and hang up on the 
jgunnels. Rats! Ihad given away my J mounts 
When I sold our Pungos. Oh well, back to 
‘Amazon for some cheapo J mounts, 

In previous episodes I had mentioned 
some saw difficulties. The first was with an 
‘old Craftsman bandsaw which I had inher- 
ited from a father-in-law. The tire on the 
top wheel of the saw had disintegrated and I 
hhad been unable to stretch the Sears replace- 
‘ment tire enough to fit the 8" diameter wheel, 
Thad been running the saw with no tire on 
that wheel. A semi pro woodworking neigh: 
bbor who has hands about twice the size of 
‘mine was able, with the help of some clamps 
and levers, to get the tire on the wheel. I then 
spent several hours doing all the adjustments 
'should have checked long ago and the saw 
seems to run fine. 

‘The second problem was with my 
Craftsman table saw which had been dam- 
aged such thatthe blade tilt mechanism could 
not be adjusted to return the blade to vert 
cal. A cursory look at the manual indicated 
this would be a difficult and time consum- 
ing problem to fix, and I needed to make use 
‘of the beautiful fall weekend ahead to have 
fa chance of splashing this boat before cold 
‘weather. So to expedite the ripping of the 
stringers, I consulted the Knoxville ct 
slist and found a smaller and older Craftsman 
table saw with a new carbide blade for $100. 
‘All that was required was an almost 100 mile 
round trip and it was mine. The saw worked 
fine throughout the project. 


After the boat was completed I had time 
to remove the legs from my larger table saw, 
tum it upside down on the work table and 


relly look inside. At Gist could’t find any 
problem, but then T noticed a groove inthe 
threaded shaft that adjusts the blade Ul. I 
tums out that a7" lip was supposed to be 
in that groove and, when replaced, the prob: 
lem was solved: hibed everything inside with 
tellon dry Tube per the manda and she works 
lke now The alee saw was also lubed and 
sdjuted and put on craigslist for the $100 I 
had init and it sold in couple of days a the 
ski pice sols well inthe shop. 

interestingly, anew Harbor Frevght store 
opened in Knoxville recently and the ible 
Saw they sel exactly, excep forthe color 
lke this older Craftsman and sells for $140 
but when on sale for as How as $100, It does 
tot Include the stand ($40) but I think (the 
atalog description is no clea) it cludes & 
blade of some sort and a larger motor 

So what is next. We won't got this 
kayak in the water unt warmer weather, not 
because it couldn't be done but because a the 
tender age of 831 jst don’t want to get out 
inthe cold to do iff Thave decided to uild 
4'Sawfsh 12 foam kayak just to ty another 
now constriction method and to see how i 
ompares to the Chuckanut 12. journeyed 
to Heme Depat and got some pink foam and 
flmost all dhe other supplies needed to build 
Saufish fora total of S141. Only cheap fabric 
snd maybe some more paint needed. Not bad 

‘This raises 8 key question. What do I 
enjoy more, building the boats or using the 


built? I have decided that | am 
builder of things.” though I only 
useful things that we can eno} 

Tram definitely not one who just likes to “pu 
ter around” inthe shop making useless stuf 
‘And T ould rather use-something 1 have 
built than buy something already made, So 
what i the answer? Hmmm 

There have been several other retie- 
ments since that one in’ 1983! Like when 1 
retired from running a Florida psych hospital 
in 1993, Strange job for an engineer you say? 
Stranger than you can imagine. Then after a 
move from Florida to coastal North Carolina, 
{Teal esate broker and a residential contrac 
tor. Now in east Tennessee enjoying life and 
building/restoring small boats. Another story 
for another time! 

‘Asan aside,thisisa picture ofa gift from 
my group of engineers upon my fist retire 
ment way back in 1985, which now hangs on 
the shop wall. The meanings of the pig 
tnd the symbols are self evident an reflect 
four mind set atthe ime. The small alumi= 
num drone propeller was also given to me by 
the same guys-on the occasion of obtaining 
my Instrument Rating for our Piper Archer 
loved lying but some things justdon tft nto 
the retirement situation, Small boats are the 
thing now and we have the Gheenoe with the 
Shp Mercury four stroke for when we don't 
feel like paddling but just cruising around 
the many lakes nearby. 


blush-free 207 Special Clear Hardener™ gives the 
discerning builder excellent wet-out, ideal cure times, 
superior strength and an unsurpassed water-clear finish. 


Hi Wegitimas 
Carhorundam 


Thank you al for taking the time to 
these epistles 1 will deine report bak ater 
‘on comparing the Chuckanut 12 and the Sa\- 
fish 12 kaya in bo the building experiences 
fn in the water Until then Flee Winds! 


207 
WARDENER 


866-937-8797 
Www.westsystem.com 


‘Messing Abour in Bouts, July 2017 ~ 39 


‘The big meet at Cedar Key was a lit 
ue different ths year, the wind on Saturday 
‘vas 20 t0 30 and gusting higher. Only few 
Hardy souls went outand were lucky fo make 
it hak from the island. can't tll how many 
boas were there because most weren't onthe 
beach, None of the dozens of eanoes and kay 
sks were out Helen and did launch on Sun 
day morning and had a nice couple of hour's 
sal, Click on this link to see alot more Boats 
And who they belonged to: hip) /wetss jet? 
phowsIS9hia 

Kevin Lott and his beauiful black met- 
conseed always puts on a show while Helen 
fnd [just sip along 


T think the most impressive boat there 
was this dinky little 12° Scamp. It's really a 
hhuge boat inside and while the rest of them 
\were beating themselves to death, these guys, 
\were just zipping along like it was a calm day 
at the pond. Kevin and I chased them down 
for half an hour and just barely caught up 
with them. There is something truly magi- 
cal in this design, that's why there are two of 
them going together right now in our shop, 
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Fromthe 
Tiki Hut 
‘ll 


By Dave Laas 


Another worthy mention was this one, 
Marian wanted a solid, stable motorboat and, 
taking a page out of my book, got an old 
‘O'Day sailboat and used its hull for a motor- 
boat. He stayed dry and comfortable the 
whole weekend, 


Thave to mention Simon and his Goat 


Island Skiff. He's fearless and a little nuts 
‘and will go out in anything. It doesn’t look 
too windy because the wind was blowing the 
tops off of the waves. We watched him from 
‘our balcony window and couldn't believe 
how fast he got that Goat going. He later said 
that he was tp to 18 knots. It looks like tuen- 
ing may have been a challenge. 


My friend Chip. as @ Coronet that's 
made in Sweden or Finland, something like 
that. It looks like the perfect boat for water 
that stays around freezing all year. Ithas twin 
Volvo inboard/outboards, I advised him to 
switch over to something with an outboard 
motor. The water around here is usually only 
knee deep. 


And how can you say this is. an ugly 
boat? It's a 21° aluminum Loan Star. Our 
friend Johnny Mac moved to the North Caro- 
lina Outer Banks area and got one of these. 
Is really old, 1967 I think he said, but if it 
floats should be the perfect boat. I actually 
like the looks. He got his for the scrap price 
of the metal, what a deal. It reminds me of 
some kind of PT boat. I think the condition of 
his is somewhere between these two. I hope 
‘more to the finished one's side. 


We need three new steering wheels so 
Howard dug the Shopsmith out and is turning 
some for us. Two will be very old red cedar 
‘and one is from plywood, this one looks 
lereat. I've said this before about Howard, it 
doesn’t matter how hard something is, he'll 
tackle it if it challenges him. All we have to 
do is to get his old tool and die maker brain 
going and there's no stopping him, 


When Red moved to a fancy retirement 
thy ho gave te hs Santa foe ny gran 
daughter Eaylah, She's coming from Utah for 
Svisit so Thad a sticker made for her, We'll 
feet her dad sil Enows Row tos 


‘Steve Brookman sent this one showing a 
rowboat he made during the long Maine win- 
ter. I think he was just proving to me that the 
‘water isn't always frozen up above the Flor- 
ida line. They bought a really old farmhouse 
that needed a 110% rebuild. When I ask why 
hhe didn't just bulldoze it down and start over 
he said something about the feel of old houses 
‘or ghosts of something. Anyone living year 


round in Maine probably has something spe- 
cial going gn upstairs This is @ prety cool 


rowboat, I like the wide flat bottom, 


Jimmy's melonsced is all primed and 
ready for some paint. He's sil suprised 
very dime he set this and can’t beliove he 
did't Actally T think most of us fel that 
‘Way when we look back at what we create. 
‘That's the shocked look om his face 


John is building us a fancy litle house 
‘out in the woods, it'll have lots of design fea- 
tures but the one we all want is a wooden 
Kraken to hold the porch roof up. We've 
assigned Howard the job of duplicating 


something like this in wood. This was Hel- 
{en's choice since it’s her favorite rum. 


Want a Canal Boat 
Built? 


From Dave Lucas 


Af you ask the right man who has acess 
tp ahuneh of bored, snowed in Buflalonans 
You'll probaly can get one as long av ou 
Teale hat ies going tobe bl exacly tke 
they did rin theo days with no compromise 
nave any problems The word com 

ss notin Roger Alen’s vocabulary. 
Hey Capain’ Dave. look at this 
te boat Se ut launched im the leks tn 
Lockport New York S17" dws 0 hah 
Girngs 1a tons of cago, Bull of Contes 
‘Tea (pressure reated yellow pine) and fin- 
hea it pine tained al Binh All put 
together wilh cut boa spikes." hick plank 
Ine for the topsides and 3 ik Potton 
(Gouble planked). She isnt actually Hogged 
{he'vay She appears tobe inte imagen She 
tcs have tat Pree Took though al 

‘To sce moe ty ese” hipsdidnve 
google com/open’id0B33¥isimXGODSW 
HSE NR 

pel fw Lockportjournal.com! 
nowsllocal-nowsanerie wavelet emerges! 
article Jlobebbe-Tie7-s0e0-9511 
Sacbiatar io hon! 

ip: uttalonews.com/2017/0S/11/sol 
unter ull-canal-boa aves lockpor 


ATLANTIC 
COASTAL 
KAYAKER 


2017 
Our 26th Season. 


Would you like to 
read more, lots more, 
about sea kayaking? 


SUBSCRIBE 
NOW! 


Atlantic Coastal 
Kayaker will bring 
you 36 pages monthly 
all about sea kayaking, 
8 times a year 
(March through 
December) 


All this 
for only $24 
(8 issues) 


Like to see the next 
issue? Just ask. 


Subscription Order Form 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 
State: 


Send check for $24 payable to: 


Atlantic Coastal Kayaker 
224 Argilla Rd 
Ipswich, MA 01938 
* (978) 356-6112 
(Phone & Fax) 
ackayak@comeast.net 
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‘A Modest Proposal Final Edition 


1 think ite is ot tke a banana split 
By the time we've had the banana, hopetlly 
eNe tied all the favors and al the top. 
pings, Way back, almost a year ago, I had 
This harball idea, Actalyy at the time Hig 
ted it was bordeing ona genus ideg and its 
Sill prety good. But ike they says the jury 
is sil out The fat lady hasre sung yet tes 
no quite ALL she wrote, And, of course, it 
aivtover tits over 

Gipsy Mogom tan operational entity. 
She's far from *omplte™ but nothing new 
in tha. At least hewe at the Frankenwerke 
we never quite get done vith any of gute. 
ations, there's always a “better idea.” GW is 
no exception. 


[At the moment she's taped against a 
steady tickle of rainwater that Binds "way 
lund several of her openable windows. And 
Fin prety sure one the forward cockpit 
drains doesn't, so" rather consistent pond 
forms i the blige. And, say, so wha? 

Te would appear that GW will only finda 
use (in the Wate) over the next few months it 
the suns shining because, ike that recutent 
line from The Gong Show, "survey sai 
nobody wants to come on a boat wip and get 
Fhined on.” Me nether and we a having 
fone ofthe wettest, coldest, stormiest seasons 
in living memory. 

So the boat that I built to accompany us 
on al those trips to local and exotic venues 
Will have to await developments. IF nobody 
Shows up forthe planned boat trips, we eer 
tainly won't need courtesy barge for people 
hot to hang ou in. But you probably already 
Knew that 

‘At the moment we have other, more 

essing projects here at Frankenwerke. And 
Eoncurenty. our Department of Hairball 
Teas is festering «grand, new, mision for 
Gypsy Wagon. Could be pretty coo 


A Day Off 


1s lke this, P've been chipping awa 
at some significant home repaife and gen: 
tral honeydo's over the past couple or three 
‘weeks No particular heroics dere part ofthe 
basic entance fee we al pay. But the prob- 
Tem started when I decided fo take abit of 
boat tip. Justa day hop, nothing out ofthe 
condinary. Just gonna hock up and head out 
the same thing al of us do whenever 

SWMBO said, "Have a ood time.” 
the sea dog said, "We ain't let yet?” 
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Report from 
Almost Canada 


By Dan Rogers. 


1 did some racking and stacking. Lady 
Bug got moved from the driveway where 
she's been hanging out since I had to pull her 
from the shop to cut a bazillion lineal feet of 
cedar T&G, and needed a place to varnish it. 


Gypsy Wagon got moved to Lady Bug's 
winter quarter Lady Bug moved to Mss 
Kaihdeen’s shed out inthe woods and Miss K 
‘was already hooked upto Big Red. Ad there 
T'sood at the kitchen window wondering If 
I Should jst stay home and keep working 
Yep. pretty pathetic, huh? 


So then I started thinking about where 
I should “go.” The first couple of lakes 1 
thought of were “too small.” The river was 

‘running too fast and the water is stil too 
shallow.” Another lake was “too far away.” 
‘Another was OK but the ramp is pretty flat. It 
‘was getting pretty serious, 

Crisis time, I was actually headed out 
to unhook the trailer and maybe get back 
to hanging that soffit. Maybe finish mov- 
ing that gravel in behind that retaining wall. 
Maybe, almost. 

T think that was when Jamey jumped up 
‘and pulled his leash from the hook by the door 
‘and dropped it at my feet. Fish or cut bait time 
if ever there was one. OK, all aboard. I called 
Brad. “Hey Brad. I'Ilbe passing your house in 
about 15 minutes. Wanna take a boat ride?” 

“Er, I got stuff to do, stuff I gotta do. 
Maybe another time? Er, why do today what 
‘you can put off to tomorrow, slow down and 
Til jump in.” Wow, that was really a close 
call. L almost didn't go. Almost. We headed 
north for Priest Lake. It got cloudy and 
started to rain, The mountains along the route 
were all covered with what looks like new 


snow. The first of May. Wind getting blustery. 


An hour later we pulled into one of 
the big resort complexes to see what things 
Tooked like onthe ramp and, not surprisingly. 
we're the ONLY boat T dat realy like the 
Faimp so we went next door 

"Thete were atleast, other people at this 
ramp. Its the Forest Service ramp, they were 
just opening for business today. Cold, ny. 
no other boas but the ranger lady came out 
fnd wanted to know about fis K” Seems she 
Hives on 26" sailboat here atthe lake du 
ing her summer sessions Pelt cool A great 
conversation with somebody who actualy 
Knows what a Carick bend is supposed 
Took like, if you know what L meat And she 
didn't even dbarge us 10 launch, 


Gray, raining, staring to blow, cold 
What's not to Tove? A couple of hots out 
and around the two principal islands survey~ 
ing for Boy Scout camping sites accessible 
by water. And then back on the tals. 
T'm pretty sure that’s why we have these 
boats. You know, to pu “em in the water and 
0 places. even for just @ couple of hours 
Even ifs raining, even if there's a list of 
excuses, But. It wah close call. 


What’s Missing in This Picture? 


Yep. Other boats, other people. Two 
days after Cinco de Mayo the rain stopped 
‘and the morning temp skyrocketed up past 
40°, Too good to pass up. First Mate Jamey 
has been bugging me to hook up and head 
‘out. I was sorta caught up on honeydos, fresh 


‘out of excuses. It's been just a hangnail short 
‘of two fists Worth of fingers counting the 
‘months since I've seen Chimney Rock, this 
time with snow. 


Funky little Granite Creek Resort was 
totally deserted. The faded sign at the ramp 
says “Honor system, $7 to launch, $3 to park 
all day. Put your money in the box. Thanks.” 
In some ways the place hasn't changed a lot 
since it was started in 1931.1'm guessing that 
shack by the ramp is original equipment. 


ie -_ 


sight tat heramp but god dep 
good shelet and of course, no athe: We 
lopped her in and pared in out “usual spot" 
ple dt ead'a bit What with snow al 
Fling at higher elevations we should have 
Tosa water is year tn ck Grate eek 
Wan stling up = sil andeddes mest ofa 
Tale out inode lake fom theives mouth 
Thea tide. 


AAs we headed up the lake it was turing 
‘out to be a really nice day and we were def 
nitely not in Kansas, 


The cup is a keepsake from my trip to 
Sail Oklahoma a couple years back. Itsits next 
to one from my 30° sailboat, Raindance. I's 
the one on the left here. Raindance and I went 
over 10,000 nautical miles in eight years. That 
‘was back in SOCAL. With ahi 

today, we weren't in California either. 


And no, not Texas either. The hat is a 
‘memento from my frst tip to the TX-200 and 
that was almost as many fingers of years ago. 
‘This was certainly one of those “No place to 
‘got to be and all day not to get there” days. 


‘We moseyed on up north, Lotsa mountains. 


a =r 


Gobs of clouds. 


[And it was just the strangest thing. Isus- 
pect it happened wien there was sil ice cov- 
fing the lake, well into spring. Dunno for 
Sure but there is ths alluvial deposit bout 


the size of a baseball infield that resembles 
‘of snow drift. I suppose this is how the sandy 
beaches get their sand. The stream piles it up 
and when the lake water level recedes it gets 


shoved around. It'd be interesting to go snor- 
keling and check it out up close and personal, 
but maybe not just yet. 


Inthe squinty background, of to port is 
the only boat out there with me. They were 
in fact, the only people | had occasion to 

italic to all day and that as imited 0 
howdy, nice day, ch? sort of exchange as 
Theaded back out 


Next stop was at the north end of the 
lake, Lion’s Head. A bit of shore leave for the 
crew. This is a state park campground with 
parking and tent sites and a launch ramp and 
that sort of stuff for gobs of people. They all 
stayed home today. The trip back to Granite 
Creek was about a carbon copy of the tip 
‘outbound. No people, no boats, no conversa 
tions, no shared memories of a great day on 
the water. Oh well, maybe next time? 
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about you? 


The Editor’s Eddy 


Reprinted fron the Cape An Row~ 


DESIGNING FOR SAFETY 


An Ominous Failure 

Several years ago we ran a drill with 
my four children in our 10' Cape Dory 
dinghy. It was August. The water was 
warm and the dinghy was tied astern of 
our chartered cutter Bantry Bay, an- 
chored in Sachuest Cove, near the mouth 
of Narragansett Bay. With the dinghy in- 
tentionally swamped and the water pour. 
ing in through the centerboard trunk and 
sloping over the sides, there was no way 
that the dinghy could be bailed out—she 
just didn’t float high enough. 

There was no reasonable hope for self 
rescue. 

‘The implications were ominous. The 
dinghy was much more than @ plaything 
on the big ocean-going cutter: it was the 
primary transportation from mooring or 
anchorage to shore in any weather, and 
‘would likely be needed in the event of any 
kind of emergency on board. 

‘And yet, the Cape Dory dinghy is a 
wonderful traditional design that meets 
even today's American Boat and Yacht 
‘Council (ABYC) standards for swamped 
buoyancy. This lack of swamped buoy 
aney is not unique to dinghies. Most 
modern rowing boats, canoes and kayaks 
are not designed for self rescue. 


A Promising Success 

Last spring we launched our proto- 
‘ype Pilot 26, the gig Ockham’s Razor, at 
Marshfield. It was a calm day with only a 
small swell breaking on the beach. After 
the christening, conducted by my daugh- 
ter Joan, and the obligatory ride for the 
designer, the crew got down to the busi- 
ness of familiarizing themselves with the 
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“J don’t plan to go over.” 


How many of us have that little thought or one 
of its versions in our subconscious when we do an 
‘ocean outing? I've known a few, including me. How 


“I suspect very few folks, especially if they plan to 
stay near shore, do any realistic “what-iffing” about 
themselves and their boats and equipment, ‘cause if 
they did they mightn’t go out there 


Lalso suspect there's a lot of equipment in ocean 
use that may not help you save your life if your plan 
to stay dry gets changed for you, including the major 
piece between you and the chill water—your boat. 

‘After talking boat design and philosophy with 


board member Chuck Mainville one day, then sub- 


Here ‘tis: 


25 Years Ago 


in MAIB 


sequently losing count of the times I thought an 
affirmative thought on the safety and performance 
features his designs incorporate, I phoned and asked 
him to write us an article. 


‘CENTER OF BUOYANCY 
SWAMIPED —_ 


CENTER OF GRAVITY 


new gig. After a couple of sprints down 
along the beach and back the crew 
stopped well outside the breakers and 
stowed the loose gear in the boat. 

T knew what was going to happen 
next. My son Frank had been skeptical 
when I had described the safety features 
that I had designed into the gig. Now he 
was going to put my theories to the test. 
Several of the crew moved onto the gun 
nel, forcing it under the water to simulate 
a mishap, a crabbed oar or freak wave that 
nearly fills the boat. The side of the gig 
sank lower and lower in the water as she 
nearly filled. Finally the crew returned to 
their rowing stations, 

Ockham’s Razor floated high enough 
for the crew to throw much of the water 
over the side with hand bailers. Within a 
few minutes they were able to row away, 
leaving the remainder of the water to be 
taken out by the double Anderson/ 
Elvestrom bailers in the bottom. 

Clearly we had comea long way from 
the swamped dinghy. 

Because of our experience with the 
dinghy and because we use our Pilot 21 
and Pilot 26 rowing boats both for racing 
and on trips to islands along the coast of 
Maine, where help is unlikely to be 
available, we have incorporated design 
features that substantially improve their 
capability for self rescue: (1) significant 
reserve buoyancy (placed high to encour- 
age the swamped boat to float upright); 
(2) an inherently light, buoyant hulls and 
(3) a way of getting rid of the water. 


Reserve Buoyancy 

In real estate, the three most impor- 
tant things are “location, location, loca- 
tion.” In self rescue, the three most im. 
portant things are “buoyancy, buoyancy, 
buoyancy.” With the boat swamped, even 
several hundred pounds wosth of buoy- 
ancy, enough to meet the ABYC standard 
for.his type of boat, is not enough for self 
rescue. The boat must float high enough 
so that water can be bailed and kept out. 

Two features in our boats contribute 
to swamped buoyancy: large, strong, 
buoyancy compartments, and inherently 
light, strong construction. 

In the Pilot 21s and Pilot 26s, large 
buoyancy compartments are formed in 
the ends of the boats by the Airex cored 
hull, deck and bulkheads. These com 
partments enable the boat to float high in 
the water even when swamped. 

The graceful sheer on the Pilot 21 in 
the photo (at lower right) enables the 
buoyancy to be high enough in the boat 
so that the center of buoyancy is higher 
than the center of gravity of the hull (see 
sketch above). Thus the swamped boat is 
more likely to float upright, 


Light Buoyant Hull 

‘Ockham’s Razor, shown off Eastern 
Point during the 1991 Blackburn Chal- 
lenge (upper right), is the prototype Pilot 


26. The production version, builtin a fe- 
male mold, will weigh less than 250 
pounds ready to race. This is relatively 
light for a boat that is nominally 26 feet 
long with a beam of just over four feet. 
The Pilot 21 weighs about half as much. 
We could build them lighter but we are 
also interested in strength and longevity. 

Lightness means that less buoyant 
volume is taken up supporting the boat 
and thus the lighter boat will float much 
higher than a heavier boat. Ifyour builder 
uses a cored hull, substantial buoyancy is 
added with negligible lass in carrying ca- 
pacity. And, of course, the cored hull is 
buoyant no matter what happens to the 
compartments in the ends. 

In our Pilot 21s and Pilot 265, we 
achieve lightness with strength by using 
modern materials, including vinylester 
resins, Airex foam cores, and nearly uni- 
directional fibers. The hull of the gig 
weighs just over one pound per square 
foot. The computer analysis of hull 
strength shows thata strip ofthis hull four 
inches wide and fourteen inches long, 
supported at she ends, will not begin to 
fail until a load of seven hundred pounds 
is applied at the center of the test strip. A 
wooden hull with similar strength would 
weigh over half a ton! 


Getting Rid of the Water 

Returning the boat to its before- 
‘swamped condition requires some way of 
getting the water out of the boat rapidly. 
Hand bailers, which may be as simple as 
bleach bottles cut diagonally, seem to 
work faster than pumps, although pumps 
may work better in a boat with a small 


Photo: Chuck Mainvile 


cockpit. In addition, we are using double 
Anderson/Elvestrom bailers, that work 
like Venturi tubes when the boat is mov- 
ing. to take water out of the boats. The 
Anderson bailers may actually prevent a 
swamp by bailing the boat as you move 
along, preventing the water from reach- 
ing dangerous levels. We have observed, 
however, that we need to move briskly for 
them to work well. 

believe that these features are essen- 
tial fa boat is to be capable of self rescue. 
Other designers may accomplish the ob- 
jective of substantial swamped buoyancy 
in other ways. Some use inflatable blad- 
ders for buoyancy, others use foam flota- 
tion bonded into the hull. 


Test Drives 

When you go to buy a new car, you 
probably take it out for atest drive. When 
you go to buy a new boat you probably 


Above, the newest Pilot 21. At upper right, the gig Ockham's Razor off Eastern Point in 
the 1991 Blackburn Challenge. (She won her dass in 3:08:25. -Ed.) 


take it out for a test paddle or row. Yet 
‘most boat buyers never think to test the 
boat for self rescue, or even ask if this is 
possible. Yet this is arguably the boat's 
‘most important feature. 


Safety Drills 

Whether or not your boat has the 
features that enable self rescue, it isa good 
idea to know how the boat behaves in a 
swamped condition; it may affect your 
trip planning, Self rescue is a complex 
process, unique to each boat, and as you 
practice, you will get better at it. Of 
course itis a good idea to practice under 
safe conditions, perhaps at a shallow 
beach on a warm summer day, with some 
capable friends standing by to lend a 
hand. Or perhaps in a warm pool at a 
rolling clinic. You get the idea. 


Common Sense 

Self rescuing features are important, 
and as consumers, we should be looking 
for boats that are designed with sufficient 
buoyancy for self rescue, But the ocean is 
4 life threatening environment and our 
cold New England waters pose special 
hazards, Even boats capable of self rescue 
should not encourage anyone to go out in 
conditions that may be beyond his or the 
boat's capabilities. There is no unsinkable 
vessel, as the crew ofthe Titanicably dem- 
onstrated. We should approach any open 
water passage with common sense and 
reverence for the forces and dangers that 
have played on the ocean long before we 
came onto the scene. 


Chuck Mainville 
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Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
at CBMM This July 


‘The Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
will arrive at CBMM on Wednesday, July 5 

and remain dockside through Friday. July 7. 

‘The replica sloop will be available for deck 
tours on Thursday, July 6 from noon to Spm. 

‘The Clearwater, a replica vessel modeled 
after the Dutch vessels that Sailed the Hud: 

son River in the 18th and 19th centuries, was 
launched on May 17, 1969, from Harvey 
Gamage Shipyard in South Bristol, Maine. 
‘Those early cargo vessels were specially 
designed for the Variable winds, currents and 
depths of the Hudson, 

Sailing from town to town today, the 
Clearwater models her course after that of 
those historic Dutch sloops. Clearwater is 
recognized as America’s Environmental 
Flagship and is among the first vessels in the 
United States to conduct science based envi- 
ronmental education aboard a sailing ship. In 
2004 Clearwater was named to the National 
Register of Historic Places for its role in the 
environmental movement, 

Following on, the replica 17th century 
trading ship Maryland Dove will be arziving 
at CBMM on Thursday, July 6, remaining 
through Monday, July 10, Local school groups 
‘will be touring the ship with Dove open for 
boarding to all CBMM guests from 9am to 
‘Spm, July 8 to 10, with the public invited for 


free access on July 8 from Spm to 8pm. 
Lastly, the tall ship Pride of Baltimore 
11 will be at CBMM on Friday, August 11, 
remaining through August 13 with deck tours 
offered from 9am to Spm daily. 
Clearwater Photo by Dorice Arden 


Watch Log Canoe Races 
Aboard Winnie Estelle 


CBMM is once again offering the 
‘opportunity to view Chesapeake Bay sailing 
log canoe races along the Miles River from 
its 1920 buyboat Winnie Estelle. The two 
hour scenic cruises depart from CBMM at 
both 9:30am and 1:30pm on Saturdays, July 
29; September 9 and September 16. Boarding 
is limited and advanced registration neede, 
at bit y/winnie2017. 

These iconic Chesapeake Bay sailing 
log canoes only race along the Chester, Miles, 
‘Choptank and Tred Avon rivers on Maryland's 
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News 


Eastern Shore. With long masts and large sails, 
these boats keep upright as they accelerate to 


speeds of 10 knots or more, thanks to crew 
members climbing to the ends of 15° boards 
that hang off th side of the canoe. 

Regular drop in cruises aboard Winnie 
Estelle ate otherwise offered at CBMM Fri- 
days through Mondays until October. 


Small Craft Rentals 


‘The summer season small craft rental 
program launched Memorial Day weekend, 
continues Wednesdays through Sundays 
through August 27, 10am to 4pm. Boats can 
be rented for as litte as one hour io an entire 
day. Boats will be launched from CBMM’s 
floating docks, located near the Steamboat 
Building. Participation is limited by the num- 
ber of boats available,with drop ins welcome 


but reservations encouraged. 
Built over the years in CBMM's bot. 
ard through the Apprentice for a Day pro- 
ram the let oF boas includes mall wooden 
Sling skiffs, single and tandem kayaks and 
rowboat thai are perfect fr singles, couples 
for fanilies. For participants wishing to sal 
But without basic sling experience: CBMM 
alko offers private sailing lessons including 
up to four paricipants per session and are 
svalabl to each participant at $50 per hou, 
61 $250 per person fora fll day lesson from 
TO-ipm. Advanced registration is required 
for saling lessons. 
Further information and reservations are 
ae available from Henifer Kuhn a kun 
tim.org ofa (10) 745-4980. 


Floating Fleet Gets 
Spring Spruce Up 


UUnder the guidance of Chesapeake 
Bay Maritime’ Miscum:Shipuright anes 
DelAgulas the spring mainnance season 
for CBMN oat fet of historic vessels 
took ple with al ont Gone in fll public 
iow Work proceeded with te most used and 
Popuiarvesels including the 1920 buyoat 
Winnie Eselte which received some system 
parades an es coat of pant thats to 
th generosity of CBMIMs dedicated volun, 
tee and sa The Smith slander serap. 
ing replica Voluueer and era edger Odd 
bu focetved minor carpeaty reps along 
with fesh coat of pant in advance of het 
Dasy seasons 

‘The ahipjack Rosie Parks went up on 
the rallway bore ale inde ova 
ing ws elim nated and er Cummins powered 
Poa was recommissioned. Additonal. 
Feb wansmision was inalied on the ra 
[eu Mariha which wasnt water aang 
2 ina solution ter cooing system, 

CMMs Moating Hest part of the 
largest and most important eallection ‘ef 
GkEcapeake waterrat nihe world wih 93 
fessel bul fom the TB80s tothe 1980s 
including wooden sal, power and row boas 
[Al of the region's waterfowling boats ate 
‘epresened, long wilt most of the major 
‘ppes used in the regions tsheres, along 
Whi good sample of recreational wales 
Urafl, CMMs Working boatyard alntany 
fhe Hoang Nocti working condition and 
Newards al objects im CBRIM's watercrat 
Salletions. Alfvork is done in full public 
view, with woodworking, bost building and 
bother maritime related educational programs 
Sifered in the boatshop throughout the year 
‘To eam more, go to cbmmorg. 

From nov through 2018,CBMM guess 
can watch the progress on the log hull res- 
foraton of 1889 bageye Edna E Lockwood 
WWin Photos, projec updates and me Infor 
mation atedalockword og 


scooner 


BREN 


PHIL BOLGER & FRIENDS, INC 
BOAT DESIGNERS 
PO BOX 1209 


GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 
FAX 978-282-1349 


ehhh 


Back from some heavy lifting Bob 
hinted atin the last issue, I won't be able 
to tlk about that work fora least abit. But 
revisiting those four dinghy designs and con- 
Cept studies inthe lst sue seemed spot on 
for the sailing season upon ts. 

On te following pages I offer the final 
handout dated 2016 (oF Mk.7) on the GAD- 
‘ABOUT. aka "SACPAS-3* boat building 
project. Earlier versions had been quite use: 
fulto present the basics ofthe efor through 
her construction. In fact, the earlier editions 
ofthese, printed as a 3X4" poster pinned to a 
board, sido atthe open door of the boatshop 
toexpiain and to drat folks in, "Its all on the 

ster” would be my frequent referral in case 
Someone had slid past tind was about to ask 
most of the questions, the answers to which 
‘were righ there, Folks took photos of it, be 
ter than trying to take noes 

‘But why Handout #7 now? Inthe near 
future there wil be an update or two on what 
has happened to the project. After the unex 

ted extended process of building her. 
She way launched in summer of 2013, de- 
bugged and then run for a while to explore 


Phil Bolger & Friends 
On Design 


Design Column #513 in MAIB 
GADABOUT aka “SACPAS-3” 
Landing Craft Personnel 
Design #681 


39° 1'X'S"x12"x225hpx25ktsw/Medium Load 
23rd in a Series of Articles on This Project, 


what is good about her and where the design 
via the final plans would need adjusting 
(afterwards we are always smarter). To ree- 
ollect MAIB issues Vol 33 #4 through #8 
(August-December of 2015) offered a lot of, 
impressions and photos of her (see below) in 
her element, alive indeed, showing off, get: 
ting quite a few thumbs up, a narrative from 
launching to eventual haul out. 

Built and launched to SACPAS-3 spee- 
ifications by the US Navy as a go fast 25+ 
‘knots coastal patrol boat fit to be transported 
‘anywhere inside an ISO-40 Container, GAD- 


"ABOUT Is now entering her soond Hie asa 
go slower ruler fortwo plus occasional 
ues She'll sul inside that conte or 
Fong tlstance uansport or seasonal raccoon 
[wont sorage ough stone and hard wt 
TErsin hs fe however serving san 8 nots 
‘weekend reel, weeks long cuse, months 
Tong explorer pashed along by « modest out- 
board purring while sipping thimbles of fas 
line conan to tha 22shp two suoke se 
fitthe water with st to reach 38 knots with 
2 oll ead 

in fact, several readers had asked me 
about exacly sucha go slower version of het 
Your remember that sinar tunking hed 
alvealy been discussed n MAIS of February 
BOTS Math thes kno 180-40 Cruiser Pla 
inay oma dedicated displacement speed Pull 
sce Wol 3010: While CADABOUT with et 
fant hull geometry reguied cera aa 
fEtions, her 8 knots éouiter layout is indeed 
Gute lose to ths geometry. But fst is 
‘how fettesher on the fllowing two pases 
Should bring folks upto speed gn whet the 
narrative eaded” Wed ke it hom here i 
we ls, 


Seven folks in her bow cockpit in Lane's 
Cove ready fora fine day on Ipswich Bay and 


Crane's Beach. 


Gadabout with 
Lane’s Cove. 


family load leaving 


Cruising at 15-18knots with ten folks aboard, 


Drifting on Ipswich Bay with four in the bow, three in her after cockpit, two inside and one afloat. 
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PHIL BOLGER & FRIENDS, INC. 
BOAT DESIGNERS, P.O. BOX 1209 

66 ATLANTIC ST. FAX 978-282-1349 
GLOUCESTER, MA 01930-1627, U.S.A. 


Philbolger@comcast.net 


From a Computer-Aided Design to 3-D Reality - All To US Navy Requirements 
Reasserting Substantial Boatbuilding Capabilities here in Gloucester 


The Initial Mission of this Experimental Project: 
“Can this Patrol-Craft Design be built as a Prototype 
_for the US Navy by Gloucester low-income Non- 
Boatbuilders to adequate quality and performance ?” 

Ifso, the US Navy would have taken these Plans and 
the Construction-Manual overseas to help poorer nations 
build their own riverine and inshore patrol-craft 

Based on collaboration since 2002, the Navy 
approached Phil Bolger & Friends Inc. of Gloucester 
to design this craft and hands-on manage the proto- 
typing project on the shop-floor. 


Since the boat has to fit inside a standard 
1SO 40-foot shipping-container, she measures 
- 39'1” length, 
+75? width, 
-7'F°height 
~ at 6500lbs light load, 
~ w/ 22Shp outboard on 200gals of fuel for 25+kts. 
Her crew would be 2-4, with 8 additional troops 
deployable to the beach via the bow-gate. 
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Her construction is in advanced 90% sustainable 
plywood/epoxy/fiberglass/foam composite-construction. 


After USN testing, she was slated to become a 
Marine-Biological Research-Craft for the State. 


A Challenge under Sequestration Budget-Cuts: 
‘What started as a promising collaborative effort between 
US Navy, the City and the State under the Design- and 
Project-Supervision of Phil Bolger & Friends (PB&F) 
soon began to suffer under what would never amount to 
more than a 55% budget for a 100% project. 

Instead of 4, only 1 person remained on the job, 
without funds for a boat-shop, and with unpaid bills for 
materials, hardware and labor finally amounting to well 
‘over $100,000.- in the accounts of PB&F. The project 
eventually became the property of PB&F and was sold to 
private interests to help recover those deficits. 


And yet a Success. Several of the Experiment’s Major 
Ambitions have been successfully demonstrated: 


- She was built by non-boatbuilders from Gloucester. 
= She has been constructed using 90% sustainably 
sourced hult-materials, 
- She was built in full public view before this 
community, 
= Due to her hull-geometry she goes faster with less 
power. 
= She would have been the ‘greenest’ boat in 
Mavsachuvens" state-owned research-fleet. 
- The Low-Carbon Design- and Construction- 
‘Technology used, demonstrates an advanced approach 
that can also immediately be applied towards building 
a modern Commercial Fishing fleet to reestablish 
Port-Sustainability 


One proven Baseline for 21"-Century Low-Carbon 
Green Commercial Boat-Building in Gloucester. 


‘Asan Experimental Project the inherent challenges and 
steep learning-curve of doing this demanding work from 
scratch for the first time added significantly to the 
construction-schedule. With this experience completed 
and fully documented, a properly-funded next project 
wduld go much easier, faster and thus indeed cheaper. 

Next projects should focus on advanced Fishing- 
Craft and Research-Types. This project has already 
demonstrated that - as before in history - this work can be 
done in this Port. 

As we reassert this Industrial Expertise, this 
community can build vocational and industrial 
capability - and thus our Jobs- and Tax-Base - to 
compete in the market-place by building 21"- 
century Low-Carbon boats for working- and 
pleasure-fleets here - and for clients elsewhere. 


Let's work on doing this ag; 


and again fo establish Leadership in Green Boathuilding asa 


vital ‘Green-Collar Jobs’ -addition to Gloucester's Marine-Industrial and -Scientific future. 


America’s Oldest Seaport should unambiguously pursue the Ambition to be 


“America’s Oldest, Smartest and thus most Sustainable Seaport” ' 
Not much Time left! We are only 7 years away from our 400" Anniversary 
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Some members of the Apalachee Bay 
Yacht Club are working to develop a radio 
controlled model sailboat fleet. There are two 
problems at the moment. The frst s.a pace to 
sail the boats. The second is most radio con- 
trolled sailboats carry a warning about sail- 
ing the boats in salt water. A pond in which 
to sail the boats (as seen in most pictures of 
this activity) is not present at Shell Point in a 
suitable area. And the open, brackish water of 
the basin has a public launch ramp at one end 
and the exit to the Gulf at the other. There is 
‘constant powerboat traffic on the weekends, 
even sailing the Puffins inthe basin is becom: 
ing a problem, 

‘adi controlled boats are becoming 
‘more common. For only $35,000, if a boat 
is already properly equipped with radar and 
other devices, it can be controlled from at 
hhome. That way it can be moved from its 
‘winter location to its summer location with- 
‘out needing anyone to be onboard. Of course, 
someone has to watch things and be ready to 
take over the control of the boat, but we can- 
not have everything. And here I thought that 
‘going out on the boat for a cruise was Why we 
have our boats. 

When coming up to a pier or float to 
secure a boat, along with slow speed and cau: 
tion, this activity involves a number of other 
considerations. When we were bringing either 
of our powerboats up to the float, my wife 
‘would get in position to step off onto the plat- 
form when the boat was alongside. She would 
then hand me the mid ships mooring line that 
T would quickly secure by dropping the loop 
‘on the appropriate cleat. The activity looked 
{quite simple and easy to a bystander but it had 
involved a lot of practice over a number of 
‘years (and some “oops” along the way). 

‘Coming to another float/pier involved a 
little more work since all the mooring lines 
\were on the boat. In these cases, if possible, 
Tbrought the boat in close enough that Judy 
could hand the person on the float (if there 
‘was such a person) a line with an eye splice 
in the end. The person helping would sim- 
ply drop the loop over a cleat on the float! 
per and we would secure the boat. If no one 
‘was present she would step off the boat and 
drop the loop over a cleat (the bitter end was 
secured to a cleat on our boat). I would then 
hhand her another line to secure and we would 
rearrange things to secure the boat properly 
for the location (tide, current, etc), 

When getting a line to a person on 
another boat, it usually requires throwing the 
line as getting the boats close enough to hand 
a line across is not that easy. For some rea: 
Son most people who have not been trained 
in throwing a line throw with an overhand 
throw (like throwing a baseball). The proper 
way, or so I was taught, is with an under 
hhand throw with the coil of line unwit 
as it goes through the air to the reci 
(being sure the bitter end is attached 10 the 
boat). Also, the line is not thrown at the per 
son, rather itis thrown to one side. In theory, 
the person sticks out an arm and the line is 
thrown so that it falls on their arm as it comes 
down (good luck ina seaway). Oh. yes, it 
helps considerably if the line being thrown 
hhas been fed underneath the life lines before 
the throw is made. Once again, some practice 
in advance is a good idea, 

Is the equipment on your boat identi: 
fied with the boat's name, your name and! 
‘oF a contact phone number? Every so often 
things drift by our float (or by the boat on 
the Water at anchor) and we Would retrieve 


them, Nothing on them identified who was 
missing the item (ie, boat hatch, fenders 
tte), We would "pass the word” among the 
residents of the area and sometimes the 
fowner would show up (ao one ever came 
forthe boat hatch). A name of those objects 
tha might go adel could result inthe owner 
getting the item back: What brought this to 
mind were two dogs which showed up i 
fur front yard. After getting them Ins a 
fenced ateaI checked their tags forthe name 
ofthe vet s0 fcould eal the vet and find the 
owner. In this ase, there was a phone num: 
ber on the back of a nametag foreach dog. 
Tealled the number and was answered by 
the person Tooking forthe two dogs. Shorty 
thereafter the dogs and owner were reunited 
tnd ll ended well 

Do you have a, church key in_ your 
tackle bor or toa box? While originally ised 
to open cans and botles, the device 1 also 
hhandy to pry in soa areas (the Nat end) oF 
clean outa crack inthe wood or Bberglass 
‘the sharp’ end) I-caried one tn my pack 
while camping in the Boy Scouts to help get 
2 fire started on damp days. We used i 5 a 
an opener to open the can and pour the sou 
into the cooking container. We then used the 
sharp end to make some holes around what 
‘would be the bottom ofthe can on the sides 
nd tvo at the top of the ean, Then we eu out 
the Bottom ad hada nice ile “ire pot into 
which we put some smal twigs and started 
the ie, The can held everything together and 
focused the heat upward. The openings at 
the bottom allowed airflow into the fie and 
the two on top allowed the smoke to escape 
‘Adding more wood as needed allowed us to 
have a hot meal on a cool day. Oh yes, the 
sharp end is sill handy when the "pop top” 
cn atcan refuses o pop 


Ian inboard engine does not have elec- 
tronic ignition, there is a rotor beneath the 
distributor cap ‘with the. spark plug. wires 
inserted. therein. When. looking over. the 
engine before stating on trp, it might be 
well to push down on each of the wires t0 
insure-a'solid connection. It seems that they 
vibrate loose over time. ‘The wing stil 
‘works if not, but not quite as well 


KITTERY POINT TENDER 


10" x 48" Handlaidl Fiberglass Hull 
Traditional looking Yacht Tender 
Specially Designed for Ease of 

Rowing and Minimum Drag When 


Toit 
Row & Sail Models 


(BAY * MAINE BOATS) 
7.0. Bor - Keneburpert ME HOHE 
‘nanebommeieasnrer 
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C. Stickney Boatbuilders Ltd. 
15 Wiley’s Comer Rd. St. George, ME 04880 
207-372-8543, 


Custom Wooden Boat 
Building & Restoration 


hwodamaparasdeccnae 1006" Yacht Tender Elegant 
custom tational wooden boats since E-mail woodboats@msn.com 


1938, Blog 
Mast Hoops 
¢ hitp:lbhackguilemot. wordpress.com! 
MagHoop Fasten Sai 
arel Beads 
Wood Gat Wood Shel 
pope eae 
no aedwre 
Pert Lowell Co,, Ine. 
GTA) ASE 09 


Quality Restoration and Repai 


WELLFLEET 
Wooden Boats Built to Order 


Row, Power, or Sal ~ Phil Bolger Designs 
Bare Hulls, Complete Boats 
Lumber Yard Skif Pians, 

Shoal Draft Our Specialty 
Check Out My Website 
www.oldwharf.com 


Or Give Me a Call at (508) 349 2383 
Walter Baron, Boatbullder 
170.014 Chaquesset Nck R, Wolfe, MA2567 


Southport Istand Marine 
207-633-6009 
www,southportislandmarine. 


Hadden Boat Company 


Wooden Boat Construction & Repair 


Launched September 2012 
36’ Vinnie Cavanaugh Replica 


wwwhaddenboat com 
11Tibbets Ln., Georgetown, ME 04548 
(207) 371-2662 


Call or e mail 


“Cape Cod’s 
Sailing Headquarters 
& Wooden Boat Center 
‘Established 1951* 
Proud Builders of 
Arey’s Pond Catboats 


14° Cat-16' Lynx Cabin 
16° Lynx Open — 16° Launch 
18" Daysailer 
20° Cruising Cat 
2V Launch 
Traditional Elegance 
All boats built the highest standards 
alls are wood or berglass wih 
teak or mahogany trim 
Solid bronze hardware, 
‘Sitka spruce spars. 


Brokerage Boat Sales 
APBY Sailing School 
Mooring Rentals and Storage 


ox 222, S. Orleans, MA 02662 
(508) 255-0994 
wow areyspondhoalyard 


Southport Island Marine 


www.southportislandmarine.com 


[Arch Davis at 207 930 9873 
‘archdavis@myfairpoint.net 
37 Doak Ra Belfast, ME 04918 
wwwarchdavisdesigns.com 


ARCH DAVIS DESIGN 


Penobscot 13,sailing 
and rowing skiff, 
little sister to the 

well known 
Penobscot 14. 


Glued lapstrake 
construction. 
1279"4'3”, 
20pounds. 

Rowing version 
$4,450.00. 

Sailing rigs available. 
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Hansen & Company 
Builders of Practical & Impractical 


ts 
1 Other Sal Ross 
un oa 


Potions gunna et 


Plans & Kits 
SERRE ° 


‘STUDY PLANS BOOK $4.95 


Unigue Wood-Stip 
Performance, Sea Kayaks 


Kits, Plans & 
Finished Boats 


i by Platt Montort 


Send $3 for a catalog to: INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO $19.95 
ullctot Kayaks NOW ON DVD ALSO 


8 South Ra 
Groton, CT 08340-1604 
ph 860.059.4887 


sonal i Ne 


~ VOTED BEST 
WOODEN KAYAK 
2 NEW KAYAKS! 


CLASSICS OF THE NORTH CAROLINA CORST 


7% 18.,20-, & 22-oot plans available 
%& Outstandingly light, seaworthy vessels 
% Plans with detailed instructions, no lotting 


ORDER ONLINE 


nw. capefearmuseum.com/simmons 


BOAT BUILDING PLANS 


910.798.4264 


Robb White & Sons 
Sport Boat 


Handy. pretty, proven 16x43" strip 
planked skiff will plane two adults with 
4hp. Full size mold patterns, complete 
instructions. $75 Photos & specs at | 
‘www.robbwhite.com, 


Robb White & Sons 


P.O. Box 561, Thomasville, GA 31799 


YOUR AD HERE 
$6 / ISSUE 


maib.office@gmail.com 


-SEAWQRTHY ~ 
ra [Sea as 


WOODEN POND MODEL KITS 


DRAKETAIL 


MODELS THAT REALLY SAIL 
Rubber Band & Sail Powered Kits 


Pre-Shaped & Drilled Parts 
Brass, Copper & Stainless Hardware. 


Great FuninPel Poe or Sea Onder Youre Today 


(ray 00.533 SOROS VTSA/MCgeapted B 
iis dane alate anaog $108 


SEAWORTHY SMALL SHIPS 
Dept. M,PO Box 2863 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678, USA 
Visi eurHome geo 


tens Seren 
BUFFL E HEAD 


HUGH HORTON 


Jordan Wood Boats | 


P.O. Box 194, South Beach, OR 97366 


jordanwoodboats.com 


Distinctive Boat Designs 


Meticulously Developed and Drawn 
For the Amateur Builder 


ie 
[ieee ees I 
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Aight 
weight, 


é can 


Vantaa" = build from 
é ur pre 
taser 


13" x 30" DOUBLE PADDLE CANOE and Easy to Build Sailboats, 
‘TAPED SEAM PLYWOOD i 
NO JIGS -NO LOFTING Rowboats, Kayaks, Canoes 
$15 PLANS and more. 
$1 INFO ON'18 BOATS, = 
JIM MICHALAK ntryCustomBoats.com 
118 B. Randall, Lebanon, IL 62254 : 


WESTON FARMER 
BUILDING PLANS & ARTICLE REPRINTS 
BUILD A WESTON FARMER CLASSIC DESIGN. 15 plans available for the amateur boatbuilder 
feo 10" lunch IRREDUCIBLE o famous 32 ble water eth TALITIANA, Send 82 fr catalog 
ining specs, plans, contents, prices, ele 


READ & ENJOY A WESTON FARMER BOAT STORY. We have 20 ate sept on small 
too designs writen though the years by E- Weston Farmer S-A.conadred by tany fo ave ATKIN 
Seen one a he oustanding marine writers fal ne Delight reading for oly $1 pr page All 

‘cles include lie drawings ollet that Yu ca ae. Send $2 for ctalog ating. Akin tote eso. Conta 


WESTON FARMER ASSOCIATES uble-enders, traditional offs 
7034-D Hwy. 291, Tum Tum, WA 99034 ‘rutsing yachts, rowing/aling 


ulitis and houseboats 

Canada (postpaid) and $35.00 U.S. overseas 

smal. Payment US. dollars payable varoueh 
US. bank, 


HLH. PAYSON AND COMPANY. O/B AMM NaC 9820 
; oan 
wortathinectlancny 


CONRAD NATZIO 
BOATBUILDER 


A range of small 
raft plans for 
very easy home 

Building in 
Plans + Patterns + Articles * Books plywood 
Instant Boat Series + Downeast Dories + Model Building 


__.. ___ Visit our website @ www instatboats com 
Cal, write or email for information or help with your project. Por astaile, visit cua wabaltée 
http://conradnatzio iretrench.com 
HH. Payson & Company 
orcontact: 
PO Box 122 CONRADNATZIOBOATBUILDER 
Spruce Head, ME 04859 


Going forward in the spi 


Tel +44 1394 363491 
Dennis Hansen Boatbuilder Canalzio@ btintenet.com, 
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UNSCREW-UMS™ 
broken-screw 
extractors 
Remove damaged 
fastenings, Minimal 
damage to wood. 
Hollow tool uses 
stub as guide. Sizes 


to remove screws from No. 2 


to No. 24, lags, nails, 


T&L TOOLS 


Atlantic White Cedar 


Custom cal to your specifications from our own 
Togs which we tring up fom Florida. Lengths up 
tons. 


Cypress and oher species available upon quest 
Woodcraft Productions Ltd. 
P.O. Box 17307 
‘Smitield, RLO2917-0704 
‘el (401) 232-2372 + Fax (401) 232-1029 


and drifts 


24 Vinegar Hill Rd,, Gales Ferry, CT 06335| 
Phone: 860-464-9485 Fax: 860-464-9709 
Unscrew-ums@tltools.com 


www.tltools.com 


TRADITIONAL 
MARINE STOVES 


YOUR AD HERE 
$30 / ISSUE 


maib.office@gmail.com 


CAST IRON 
PORCELAIN ENAMELED 
WOOD BURNING 
HEATING & COOKING 
COMPACT 


NAVIGATOR 


STOVES 
409 Double Hill Rd. 
East Sound, WA 98245 
(360) 376-5161 


DUCKWORK 


BOAT BUILDERS SUPPLY 


«plans 
+ hardware 

= custom sails 

+ epoxy/supplies 

+ sailmaking supplies 
+ tools and MORE 


low prices, fast service 


www.duckworksbbs.com 


Me 
COD sHARRISS, _ at 


Sail for a Canoe 


Excellent quality and design 
$329.00 plus shipping 
National Sailing Committee 
American Canoe Association 

http: //canusail.org 


Free rig plans 
Newsletter: Canoe Sailor $6 
E-mail: canusailor@yahoo.com 


Pay to: C. Sutherland 
Send to: 

Chuck Sutherland 
2210 Finland Rd 
Green Lane, PA 18054 


GAMBELL & oo 
SAILMAKERS 


Rigging 


16 Limerock St., Camden, ME 04843 
(207) 236-3561 
www gambellandhunter net 


ATLANTIC WHIT 
Boat grade rough sawn flitches in stock 
‘Most are 16" long 4/4 to 8/4 thick. 
‘New supply ready to ship, 
Call of write for info, 


J.D. ENGLAND Ct 


1780 Remlik Dr, Urbanna, VA 25175 
(804) 758-2721 


HANDMADE. 
AMANS KNIVp. 
207-862-9820 


SCasser. ME. 
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MERTON’S 


FIBERGLASS AND 
MARINE SUPPLY 
Complete hand lay-up fiber 

glass supplies for light & 


436 Fuller St, 
Ludlow, MA 01056-1309 


heavy fiberglass or wood 
boat repair & construction 


Polyester, Epoxy 
Vinylester Marine Grade 
Resins 
Marine Topside Enamels & 
Antifouling Bottom Paint 
Silicon Bronze & Stainless 
Steel Fasteners 

Quality Brand Name Products 

Competitive Pricin 
All items in stock for 
immediate shipment 


Online catalog 
www.mertons.com 
call 800-333-0314 
P.O. Box 399 
East Longmeadow, 
MA 01028 
Supplying Quality Products 
To Boat Owners, 

Hull Finishers & Boatyards 
for over 20 years. 


800-333-0314 


RAKA EPOXY & FIBERGLASS 
We have several types of epoxy resins with different mix ratios 
for coating, gluing, and composite construction. Our large 
fiberglass inventory includes many weights of standard woven 
materials as well as a good selection of biaxials and triaxial. 
Carbon and kevlar fabrics are also available. We offer the 
Towest prices and same day UPS shipping. Our normal store 
hours are fom 9am to Spm Monday to Friday. Write or call us 
fr see our internet site for complete info and prices. 

RAKA Marine 
3490 Oleander Ave,, Ft, Pierce, FL 34982-6571 
Ph, (772) 489-4070 — Fax (772) 461-2070 
www.raka.com 
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YOUR AD HERE 
$12/Issue 


maib office@gmail.com 


Notecards of 
Your Boat 


A pencil drawing of 
your boa, suitable for 
framing, and 50 
notecards with the 
rawing, Makes a 
great gif -S150 


ABV Sail, Traditional to High Tech 
to 1004, 
Re-cuts, Repairs Castor Canvas Work 
Inbusiness since 1990 ~ sewtec.s 
sewtec@hughes.net - 850-773-7929 


Traditional 
Small-Craft S 


www.dabblersails.com 


dabblersails@gmail.com 
Ph/fax 804-580-8723 

PO Box 235 

Wicomico Church, VA 22579 


Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop 


CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE 


BOATS FOR SALE 


Outrigger Saiting Canoe, Kai'Ais a tacking Ha- 
a Saigger tng ce fo te Uni de 
Sgn of Gary Decking, Fill and ama of cedar stip 
Construction encapslited inf. Propelled by sil 
paddle or oar. Akas and outrigger seat of mahoga- 
rosa cobélew sal can beefed in cockpit ty 
bring. Alum mast & laminated boom. Optional 
Sse ina 1 Tong, 18 wide main hl al up 
122Ibs. Extensive flotation. Compl sailing package 
2 custom fied storage cover, No ie, cin be car 
ibpped or delivered niin southern New England 
Sree Sot beat Conteraporsry Boat” at MAS: 
CE Asking $2000 

TARRY HAP: Westborough, MA, (S08) 981 
1202), lanyhatf@acheom @) 


18° Ladybug Open Skiff, fice to 8 good home. 
‘Wood coated wepoxy. Hall built by Ken Martin 
con Cape Cou in 2011, Bost needs litle TLC but 
{Susedle, No motor or tA 20hp of wal put it 
cma pane, See September, 2012 issue of MAB foe 
rs have anew bal. Fst come 
BANE MARTINDELL, Lakehurst NJ (732) 687- 
5135, leave message. (8) 


ba 


‘Newfoundland Trap Skif, $7500. 
John Burton, fbvtme hotmail.com (8) 


22° Swedish Wooden S 
fing vy popular in S 
sive wt beam & xed Kel, sloop rigged. Bul sn 


printed. Windshield is the 2-pioce V from the older 
Fnabouts, lalso have the oiginal windshield, On 
ft ncarly new tre that fas been only in fresh water 3 
times. $6,000 OBO. 

Bill NEDDERMAN, Middletown, RI, (401) 965- 
3970.8) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION 

CClasifed ads are FREE TO SUB- 
SCRIBERS "for" penonally owned Bost 
related stems. Each ad will automatically 
Sppear in two consecutive shies. Further 
Publication of any ad may he had on request. 
iba charg of SR wil be ade 
Far elub of Sto fellowing’peblcdion, 
include a elF-addressed stamped envelope 

Noo-subscrhers and commercial Busi 
nesses may purchase clasifed as a 25¢ 
Per word. per issue. To assure accuracy, 
lease type or print your ad copy clear 
Pe Mill to Boas. 29 Burley St, Wesham, 
MA.OL084,0r e-mail to maibofice@ gmail 
Com. No telephone as pleas. 


20° Flying Fifteen, fg Uta Fox desi 
thon One Design, Look up th FF online. Dart lives 
upto her nar. Twill get 12 knots but the cass 
is boon clocked a1. "The new boats are lighter 
in the 0s. not with me atthe helm. 1 have ad 2 
tals in the water & found I sailed the FF much 
more. In igh sishe makes her on air once going 
{o indward she has alo of si that tae most 
fan, When the wind is up finding the right ack on 
the right waves going at speed is que tring. 
She is ima cradle ona is. Pe cade is ston the 
beach at low te and boat floated off with the = 
‘eral hauloutsothetriler does nol ave to goin 
the water Thee good maim ib and spans. 
ier. The standing igang was replaced rece 
have ad ny shaeof boas ths sell pleasant 
forsale sense of spect dry. and secre. Alsucess 
by Ulla Fox, $1,000. 1 would like fo see this boat 
10 go toa good home. 

JONATHAN COGGESHALL, PO. Rox 327, Port 
‘Clyde, ME 04855, (207) 3726687, jnathancogse- 
shall@ goal com 


28° Galf Schooner Omoo, Launched “13. Suip 
plank, double ended wioutboardrulder, wheel 
Icering9.9hp Jonsson in motor well wan inline 
dlggerboands now sal Onoo isan ealarged ver 


Sirol L- Francis Heresbls “Carponct design, 
‘This i avery allractive vessel that gets favorable 
comment Wisner H sale Soc Cras Motes 
Heres Asking $4900 

VALMAR THOMPSON, Edgecomb, ME, (207) 
aie) 0) 


radnerty ti bok 

apstlted in epony & aha 

nes eye tne sl om Debora, Wate 

aly Mast steps & rigs easily by one. Asking 

$1180, Nutshell Pram, lage verton. 9.5 mae 
vate eady, up for sailing Wine sa 
345. Nutshell Pram, small version, 7-5 

‘ge, set up for rowing woar, Asking $725, Olfrs 

couraged. Email or photon and dal 

GREG CRUNDTISCH, Lancaster, NY (or But 

fala), grundyswoodworks@roadrunercom. (1) 


Passagetnaer Dinghy 11°". (Chesapeake Light 
Cray Stich & lac choume w/ West Epory con- 
Sructon Init vanish, whe Brights ox. 
ove. Wy pato cnc cond stred toes csp 
for Summer Rigged for sling wl up rer 
tiller, dagger beard & mast thwart but sold w/o 
peter Bvensive tn bation, orlocs 
‘oto mount, bore mule Bot dally cstom A 
ied cover, Photos avalible fom Slr & for 
talon a CL websie- No oad in but delivery 
Sonlste wih soutien New England. Asking 
srs 

LARRY HAFP, Westborough MA (S08) 981-1502, 
Lyall com) 


Klepper Acrius 20 Classic 2seat Folding Kay 
ak, in original bags. Needs nothing, scatvorthy 
"Tis boat. All original equipment. 4 paddles, seat, 
alder gaeond 319000 

BILL MOULTON, Phin 
‘boils com (7). 


eld, VT, (802) 595.0859, 
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MAAS ROWING SHE! 
AB INFLATABLES 
TRINKA 8, 10 & 12 DINGHIES 
HONDA OUTBOARDS 
THULE RACKS 
ROWING INSTRUCTION 
55 Spicer Ave., Noank, CT 06340 
(860) 536-6930 


‘Wing Systems 
Touring Shell 
The 1 Boat Fleet 


A breakthrough in performance, 
Sersaiity, safety, "aad. valve 
Wing’ uring shell converts i 
untes Gum sngle or doeble 
Towing shell nora ingle or double 
toure Raval Easy Goough for a 
Shi fo bane, fst_on: smooth 
water, safe am open wate” Cart it 
taywhers Touring Seal wats Sas 
Plintedosi “RoWing "= "$2.03, 
Touig shell ay staple Kayak 
$1675" Order directly. for free 
suipohig, Ge ‘coll or anes 
information and dealers 


Wing Systems 
P,0. Box 568, Dept. 2A3, 
Oyster Bay, NY 11711 
For Orders: (516) 922-2655 Collect 


GOOD OLDBOAT 


For the 
Love 

of Sailboats 
Cruising saboats 
Trallerablesoiboas 
Homebuilt sioots 
Large and small sciboas 
Good old sailboats 


Te magazine that every 
do-it-yourself sailor needs: 


Good Old 


Get your free copy today! 


Go to: htp:/tinyur. compass 
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32’ Chris Craft Cherokee Sloop, rare classic 
SparkmanteStepiens design, only 0 made. Fin 
fel $" draft, Sloop 1g, 6° headroom, approx 
0s displacement. Titania built sm 1988 and 
his always saled on freshwater, She's a great 
cine for a couple, responsive well balanced lots 
fof Fun to sa. Taught sailing & di day tips wher 
for 20 yr. She's eany to single hand wile ster 
ing & Somfortahle cockpit. Decent main, useable 
jibe, Atomic Four rebuild lows hours. Other gear 
fncl'inveree. high output alternator new compass 
th gud hele Soe bes Tonio tal Cae 
fe. Ready to sil, Ioeated on Lake Ontario near 
Oswego NY: Priced to sel 3 $7300 

SUSAN GATELY, Wollot, NY, (3 
susan@silverwaterscom J) 


) $94. 1906, 


4 


Fujita Folding Kayak, PE 1-430 Trek Bx 


Li0's265", cap SAblbs. packed wpa 
48.Sks. Incl Werner pe Camano paddle, 12cm 
R60” nylon spay sit, fot pump, waters deck 
hig, repair matcrals, imtuction & VCR video. 
Purchased 1/08 $2,800, like nev cond. Asking 
$1400. 16’ Shearwater Double Ended Palling 
Boat designed hy Joel What, pla roms Wonder 
Bost Sram Lloyds Reg. Okouie ply constriction, 
teak details 8° Tendereraft oars locks, cary cart 
Tasch 109. Exe cond. Asking $1000, Puddle 
Duck Racer, ig 627, PDRaver com Posi = 
teratinal leg 0 mutton sail. Leebord & rudder, 
teach car, unched 6/12. Exe cond-Asking $300 
ROW ECKER, Sheboysan, Wl, 030) 698078, 
robocker@charteraet (7) 


10° Wherry Yaw, w/9" oars designed by Pete Cull- 
cr Inc sail. Gd cond. $3,500. 
TAY BLAKE, E. Kingston, NH, (603) 772-4154.(7) 


GEAR FOR SALE 


AY =e 


Us 


Nutshell Pram Parts, in VGC. Mast & spars. rud- 
der tiller, some rudder hardware. No sul S175 for 
all;make offer Some parts may not be able to ship 
‘duc to sizeof ens. 

GREG GRUNDTISCH, Lancaster, NY (Buffalo 
area), grundyswoodworks@roadrunnercom (8) 


Atomic 4 Engine, complete suitable for rebuild 
ing. $800 

LARRY DOW. York, ME, 
sailES2@aol.com (8) 


Things ing 


207) 752-6345, 


Famous Quotation & Mlustration 
doin ye amt tbe Wind inthe Wily 
‘world Tee Shs, Long Skeve Tees, Sweatshi 
lind Tote Bugs, Onder online oF by mal, Visi 
‘wovwemessingabout com for mor info to pei 
Snonder form 

THE DESIGN WORKS, 9101 Eton Rd, Siver 
Spring, MD 20901 (301) 389-9391 (seice mal oly) 


BOOKS & PLANS FOR SALE 


Boatbuilding & Sailing Books, large collection 
allin exc cond. WoodenBtoat Magazines, #1-#203 
us indexes. Email for list & prices. 
IUGLAS. SMITH, Garden, Ml, smithdgraa 
com (8) 


IMAGINE THE PRIDE YOU'LL FEEL on the 
water in a boat built with your oxen two hands 
Send $9.95 for Book of Boat Designs describing 
$300 boats you can ul 

GLEN-L. 9152 Rosecrans Ave, Bellflower, CA 
90706, (888) 700-5007. wir Glen-L.com/MA 
(online catalog) 


Shiver Me Timbers ay: xosere summers 


Talkin’ the Talk 


WHEN Z WAS ZA) mM =. SOME DAYS —¥| ff. aut How Do You ay 


WELL HAVE THAT LEARN To LESTEN 74D To You BY 
O-GANGERS JOG...) FWZTH INTEREST TOY FPEOPLE WHO KNOW 
THENGS YOU KNOW 


eos 


’ Ld 0 
You ENO UP WITH 
THA 
PANKLE SPRAIN? | NOT STORED PROPERLY = 
a AS HE WAS GRABBING 
sor Coon 


teh ane ee erate Bae A nt You, 
xm Sust YELLING! 
A 2 
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messing us POSTAGE PAM 
alow im 


BOATS 


29 BURLEY ST., WENHAM, MA 01984 (978) 774-0906 
POSTMASTER: CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


PERMIT 


Free catalog & 
DVD on request 


6821 Rt 7, N Ferrisburgh VT 05734 (802) 425-3926 


www.adirondack-guide-boat.com 
guideboat@together.net 
It's remarkable over the years how clearly most of our customers remain in our memory. This boat 
belongs to Cassity Bromley, who is the Chief of Resources at the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation 
Area. She wrote, “Here are a couple of photos and I'll keep looking for more. I've had the boat out on 
Yellowstone Lake, but didn't get any photos-- these are from Bighorn Lake on the Montana Wyoming state 
line -- | use the boat to access one hunting area in the fall, and some day will send you a photo of 
me hauling out an elk or deer. So far 
just this pair of sheds. Going to try 
to go rowing down at Grand Teton 
this summer, and will send along 
any good photos.” 
We recall a the sale of a boat to a 
> soldier serving in Afghanistan, who 
» was ordering it for his father’s 50th 
> birthday. And another to the former 
director of the FBI, one who has not 
> recently been in the news. 
= We recall the sale of a boat to a 
>> retired captain of a US Navy 
submarine. He rows his boat in the 
ter-coastal waterway in Florida 
© and he did something no other 
customer has ever done...he wore 
out a set of bronze guideboat oar- 
locks. 
We recall a man stopping to pick 
up his Vermont Packboat. And, as a 
surprise to his girlfriend who was 
with him, he bought her a matching 
boat. We have a photo of him 
blowing on his credit card, as if it 
was smoking. And also a photo of 
ing him a big fat kiss. 


= 
>= 


